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Ex-Cong. MLA Prahlad 
Sawhney joins AAP 

NEW DELHI 

Four-term Congress MLA 
from the Chandni Chowk 
Assembly constituency 
Prahlad Singh Sawhney on 
Sunday joined Aam Aadmi 
Party in the presence of Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. 
Welcoming him in the party, 
Mr. Kejriwal said there were 
several "good leaders" who 
wanted to join the AAP. Mr. 
Sawhney had won the seat in 
1998, 2003, 2008 and 2013. 

CITY ► PAGE 4 


Orphanage sealed after 
inmate alleges gangrape 

AGRA 

The administration here on 
Sunday sealed an orphanage 
and booked its management 
citing irregularities, days 
after an inmate alleged that 
she was raped by three men 
inside the premises, officials 
said. 
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Dhaka says it’s reassured 
by Modi’s briefing on NRC 


NC team meets Farooq, Omar 
for first time since detention 


Won’t comment on what politicians say: Gowher Rizvi 


PDP leaders from Jammu scheduled to meet party chief Mehbooba Mufti today 


% These are things your Ministers tell the 
* people, but we don’t go by what Ministers 
say. PM Modi spoke to us directly and didn’t 
remotely suggest any of what was said 
[by Home Minister Amit Shah]. /> 

The final NRC will be completed / 
only after all appeals are m 

concluded in court... \ 


GOWHER RIZVI, 

SHEIKH HASINA'S ADVISER 



Major move: NC leaders with party president Farooq 
Abdullah at his residence in Srinagar on Sunday, -nissar ahmad 


SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

Dhaka will go by the assu¬ 
rances given by Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi, and not 
the public statements by 
other Indian leaders, on the 
National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) issue, said a senior 
Bangladesh government offi¬ 
cial. He said the visiting 
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasi- 
na, and her delegation felt 
“reassured” after the con¬ 
versation with Mr. Modi on 
Saturday. 

During the restricted 
talks, Mr. Modi “went into 
great depth” to explain that 
the process should not con¬ 
cern Bangladesh at present, 
Gowher Rizvi, Ms. Hasina’s 
Adviser on International Af¬ 
fairs, said in an interview to 
The Hindu. 

Mr. Modi had reportedly 
clarified that the NRC was a 


long-drawn, multi-phase 
process, which had been 
mandated by the Supreme 
Court, and the government 
was only “carrying out court 
rulings.” 

Asked how Bangladesh of¬ 
ficials reconcile that view 
with public statements 
made by leaders, including 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
who indicated at a rally in 
West Bengal last week that 
the 1.9 million people de¬ 
clared non-citizens would be 


deported and the govern¬ 
ment planned to make the 
NRC a national policy, Mr. 
Rizvi said, “These are things 
your Ministers tell the peo¬ 
ple of India, but we don’t go 
by what Ministers say. We 
will not comment on what 
Indian politicians say.” 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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MIJIBUR CENTENARY ► PAGE 13 
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► EDITORIAL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SRINAGAR 

In the first major political ac¬ 
tivity in Jammu and Kashmir 
since the withdrawal of its 
special status two months 
ago, a 15-member National 
Conference (NC) delegation 
on Sunday met detained par¬ 
ty leaders Farooq Abdullah 
and Omar Abdullah here. 

The PDP said its leaders 
from Jammu had also been 
allowed to meet party chief 
Mehbooba Mufti on Monday. 

Free our leaders: NC 

The NC delegation, which 
was permitted by the State 
administration to meet the 
Abdullahs for the first time 
since their detention, de¬ 
manded that their leaders 
and other political detainees 
be freed to “revive” the polit¬ 
ical process in the State, 
where the Block Develop¬ 


ment Council (BDC) elec¬ 
tions are scheduled for Oc¬ 
tober 24. 

The leaders said they dis¬ 
cussed developments in the 
State and the coming local 
bodies elections during their 


separate meetings with NC 
president Farooq Abdullah 
and his son and party vice- 
president Omar Abdullah. 

Mr. Omar, who was sport¬ 
ing a beard, was seen click¬ 
ing a selhe with party lead- 


‘No info on 
detentions’ 

The Union Home Ministry 
has said it does not have any 
information on any order 
passed to block 
communications and the 
Internet, suspend radio and 
satellite television, evacuate 
tourists and detain political 
leaders and activists in 
Jammu & Kashmir in August 
2019. It has said it has no 
information on the names 
and locations of the 
detainees, ►page 13 


ers, whom he met for over 
30 minutes at the Hari Niwas 
Palace, where he has been 
kept under detention. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Faces on the road 



Ritual ready: Effigies of the Asura king Ravana, his brother Kumbhakarna and son Meghnad being carried to Dussehra 
Maidan in Bhopal on Sunday. The Dussehra celebrations will be held on Tuesday. ■ a.m. faruqui 


Sirisena not to seek re-election 

Sri Lankan President to leave office the day after poll 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOMBO 

Sri Lankan President Maith- 
ripala Sirisena has decided 
not to stand for re-election 
in the November election as 
the politically influential Ra- 
japakse family has nominat¬ 
ed two candidates by final 
registration on Sunday. 

His name was not on the 
list of 41 candidates who 
paid deposits by the Sunday 
noon deadline to contest the 
November 16 election, ac¬ 
cording to Election Commis¬ 
sion records. It means he 
will leave office the day after 
the election, cutting short 
his five-year term by 52 days. 
A spokesman for his Sri Lan¬ 
ka Freedom Party con- 



Maithripala Sirisena 


firmed that he was not seek¬ 
ing re-election. 

Mr. Sirisena caused a con¬ 
stitutional crisis last year, 
sacking Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe and replac¬ 
ing him with former Presi¬ 
dent Mahinda Rajapakse. 
The Supreme Court ruled 
against his action and rein¬ 


stated Mr. Wickremesinghe. 

Two of Mr. Rajapakse’s 
brothers - Gotabhaya and 
Chamal - have paid deposits 
to be candidates and will 
challenge Sajith Premadasa, 
deputy leader of Mr. Wickre¬ 
mesinghe’s United National 
Party. 

Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapakse, 
a former Secretary to the Mi¬ 
nistry of Defence during his 
brother’s decade in power, is 
the frontrunner, but faces 
court cases over corruption 
charges and the validity of 
his Sri Lankan citizenship. 

With doubts over his eligi¬ 
bility, the family is also field¬ 
ing Chamal, a former Speak¬ 
er of Parliament, as a 
backup. 


Centre’s steps help to cool off onion prices 

But farmers have given a call for agitation from today; one group threatens strike 


Shah targeting 
Muslims 
through NRC’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s call for implement¬ 
ing the National Register of 
Citizens in India is discrim¬ 
inatory and will give op¬ 
portunity to forces that are 
hostile to the nation, Mau- 
lana Mahmood Madani, 
head of the Jamiat Ulama-i- 
Hind, said. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 12 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Onion prices in Delhi have 
dropped below the ?60 a kg 
mark in the retail market 
for the first time in two 
weeks as the Centre’s mea¬ 
sures, imposing stock limits 
and banning exports, took 
effect, cooling off the prices 
in most parts of the 
country. 

However, producers 
have called an agitation 
from Monday, with one 


farmers’ group threatening 
a strike if the ban is not lift¬ 
ed. 

Maharashtra, a major 
producer, is heading to As¬ 
sembly election this month. 

Retail prices 

According to data from the 
National Horticultural 
Board, retail prices for the 
vegetable in the capital 
dropped to ^55 a kg over 
the weekend. This is the 
first dip since September, 


when it rose to ?65 a kg. 

In fact, many Delhi con¬ 
sumers were buying onions 
for 180 a kg in late Septem¬ 
ber, while the price shot up 
to ?100 in Hyderabad. 

The spike came as a re¬ 
sult of floods in several pro¬ 
ducer States, causing sup¬ 
ply disruptions. 

This was further exacer¬ 
bated by hoarding and 
blackmarketeering. 

Central government 
agencies injected cheaper 


onions into the market 
from a 50,000-tonne buffer 
stock and encouraged 
States to do so. 

When the prices conti¬ 
nued to rise, the Centre im¬ 
posed stock limits on trad¬ 
ers and slapped a ban on 
exports last Sunday. 

The Shetkari Sanghatana 
has called a strike by onion 
farmers from Monday, com¬ 
plaining that wholesale 
prices have crashed since 
the government’s decision 


The only Indian in the largest ever Arctic expedition 


Vishnu Nandan, a native of Kerala, will be part of the study of Arctic climate 



Tough phase: Vishnu Nandan will deploy radar sensors on the sea ice surface from Polarstern. 


S.R. P RAVEEN 

rHIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

For four months from 
November, Vishnu Nandan 
will not see sunlight. 

He will be aboard the 
German research vessel 
Polarstern, anchored on a 
large sheet of sea ice in the 
Central Arctic, drifting along 
with it during the pitch- 
black Polar winter. 

A native of Kerala’s capital 
Thiruvananthapuram, the 
32-year-old polar researcher 
will be the only Indian 
among 300 scientists from 
across the world aboard the 
multidisciplinary drifting 
observatory for the Study of 
Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) 
expedition, which will help 
the researchers better 
understand the impact of 


climate change and aid in 
improved weather 
projections. 

Year-long study 

Spearheaded by the Alfred 
Wegener Institute in 
Germany, MOSAiC, the 
largest ever Arctic 
expedition in history, will be 


the first to conduct a study 
of this scale at the North 
Pole for an entire year. 
Previous studies have been 
of shorter periods as the 
thicker sea ice sheets 
prevent access in winter. 
This research vessel has thus 
locked itself into a large sea 
ice sheet, before the winter, 


and will drift along with it. A 
suitable sea ice sheet (floe) 
was identified two days ago. 

Dr. Nandan, a remote 
sensing scientist, will travel 
in a Russian icebreaker ship 
from the Norwegian port of 
Tromso in November to join 
the Polarstern on its second 
leg. 


CM 

YK 






“The aim of the 
expedition will be to 
parameterise the 
atmospheric, geophysical, 
oceanographic and all other 
possible variables in the 
Arctic, and use it to more 
accurately forecast the 
changes in our weather 
systems. My role as a radar 
remote sensing specialist is 
to deploy radar sensors on 
the sea ice surface and 
accurately measure the ice 
thickness and its variations,” 
Dr. Nandan said over phone 
from Canada, where he is 
currently working as a 
post-doctoral researcher at 
the University of Manitoba. 

Since his journey is 
during the Polar winter, he 
will not see sunlight until his 
return in March. 



SC Bench to hear Aarey forest case today 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court will on 
Monday hear a plea against 
felling of 2,646 trees at the 
Aarey colony by the Mumbai 
Metro Rail Corporation Li¬ 


mited (MMRCL) to make way 
for a Metro car shed. 

On Sunday, the top court 
received a letter from a dele¬ 
gation of law students 
against the axing of trees in 
the Aarey forest. 


The top court decided to 
pursue it as a public interest 
litigation (PIL) and constitut¬ 
ed a “Special Bench” to hear 
the case. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 9 
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Durga puja at Lotus 
Boulevard is 'green' 

NOIDA 

The Durga Puja at Lotus 
Boulevard in Noida has kept 
it 'green'just like previous 
/ears. "Right from bringing 
home the idol to its 
immersion, it will remain a 
plastic-free and eco-friendly 
puja/' said Lotus Boulevard 
Sanskritik Samity (LBSS) 
secretary Alok Sadhu. The 
puja was inaugurated by 
seven differently abled kids. 
"There could not be a better 
way to begin the puja/' said 
LBSS president A. Sajjan. 

19 held in prostitution 
racket in Indirapuram 

SHAZIABAD 

Nineteen people were 
arrested during a raid by 
Indirapuram police from three 
'spas' in connection with an 
alleged prostitution racket 
run from their premises, said 
officials on Sunday. A woman 
was the kingpin of the racket, 
said Assistant Superintendent 
of Police. All three centres 
were using WhatsApp for 
soliciting customers by 
sending photographs of the 
women, he said. 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi HIBI Gurugram 81 
Ghaziabad 135 Faridabad 101 
Greater Noida MU Noida IMS 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 


AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Exhibition: "Surreal forms and the 
spirit of womanhood", a solo paint¬ 
ing exhibition by M. Ramalingam at 
Experimental Art Gallery, India Hab¬ 
itat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "The Colours of 
Nature", a solo painting exhibition 
with canvases inspired by the beauti- 
Ful landscape of Uttarakhand by 
Ghansayam Chaudhri at Convention 
Centre Foyer, India Habitat Centre 
(IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "Like Siesta..." a show 
of paintings by Jasleena Singh at 
Triveni Gallery, Triveni Kala Sangam, 
205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


HC declines to pass blanket order on 
installation of PSDs at metro stations 


New hostel rules a bid to curb 
right to dissent, says JNUSU 


Court says it sees no reason to give any direction as it is a highly technical aspect 


Students given time till October 18 to send suggestions 


SOIBA M ROCKY SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has de¬ 
clined to pass blanket order 
for installation of Platform 
Screen Doors (PSDs) at each 
station of the Delhi Metro 
network saying it was a 
“highly technical aspect” 
which should be handled by 
the Commissioner of Metro 
Railway Safety (CMRS). 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Hari 
Shankar said, “PSDs installa¬ 
tion system is a highly tech¬ 
nical aspect of the matter 
and we see no reason to give 
any direction for the installa¬ 
tion of the same.” 

“PSDs shall be installed by 
the respondents (Delhi Me¬ 
tro) as per the guidelines / 
conditions / stipulations 
which will be given by the 
CMRS,” it added. 

The High Court’s decision 
came while hearing a public 
interest petition (PIL) filed 
by one Hussain Mueen Fa- 
rooq to install PSDs on all- 
time metro stations. 


Safety first 

Some of the measures 
taken by the Delhi Metro 
for passengers' safety 

• Installation of PSDs at busy 
stations 

• Installation of preventive 
steel railings at various 
stations 

• Marking of cautionary 
yellow line at all the stations 

• Regular announcements 
at platforms and inside 
trains, regarding the safety 
procedure to be followed by 
passengers while boarding 

Responding to the plea, 
Delhi Metro told the High 
Court that out of 250 railway 
stations, at 69 stations such 
mechanism has been in¬ 
stalled. Delhi Metro said 
PSDs were installed in six 
stations of Yellow Line, 38 
stations of Pink Line and 25 
stations of Magenta Line. 

Delhi Metro further sub¬ 
mitted that installation of 
PSDs at Pink and Magenta 
Lines is “due to the technical 



and de-boarding the metro 
trains 

• Installation of CCTVs at the 
metro stations for monitoring 
purposes 

requirement of completely 
automated train operation 
system installed in trains op¬ 
erating on such lines”. 

It additionally stated that 
the costs of installation of 
PSDs at each of the metro 
station would be “substan¬ 
tial”, which would ultimately 
be passed on to the citizens 
through increase in fare or 
through governments bud¬ 
getary support. 

“Provision of PSDs in¬ 


creases the costs of signall¬ 
ing substantially apart from 
increasing the maintenance 
requirements of the metro 
network and the same 
creates severe restrictions 
on Train Operations in case 
of failure or malfunction of 
the PSDs or the Metro 
Train,” Delhi Metro said. 

“The CMRS during inspec¬ 
tion of Noida-Greater Noida 
corridor on December 11, 
2018, has also shown con¬ 
cern over the prohibitive 
costs, maintenance issue 
and consequence of failure 
of PSDs and has advised that 
such prohibitive equipments 
need not be deployed in the 
Indian Metro System,” it 
said. 

On the issue of retrofitting 
of PSDs in older stations, 
Delhi Metro said there were 
many limitations “as train 
doors and platform doors 
must be aligned, which in 
addition to operational diffi¬ 
culties, results in additional 
costs due to system 
upgrades”. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un¬ 
iversity Student’s Union 
(JNUSU) on Sunday held a 
meeting to discuss the up¬ 
dated hostel manual that the 
administration has prepared 
and published for considera¬ 
tion by the university com¬ 
munity. 

Commenting on the up¬ 
dated rules, the students 
said that it was a “ploy to res¬ 
trict right to free movement 
and ultimately curb their 
right to dissent.” 

“The draft mentions that 
the stipulated time for stu¬ 
dents to return to their res¬ 
pective hostels is 11.30 p.m. 
or half an hour after library 
closing. Furthermore, if a 
student is absent overnight 
they should inform the war¬ 
den beforehand. This kind 
of surveillance and curtail¬ 
ing of our basic right to 
movement has never been 
seen in our campus before 
and is basically an excuse to 
impose a curfew on cam¬ 



pus,” the students said. 

Last updated in 2005 

The JNU administration said 
that the hostel manual was 
last updated in June 2005, 
and in the last few years ma¬ 
ny rules/regulations, proce¬ 
dures and requirements 
have been changed/intro¬ 
duced and therefore many 
provisions and procedures 
mentioned in the hostel ma¬ 
nual become obsolete. It has 
given time till October 18 for 
students to study it and send 
their observations and 
suggestions. 

The students said that the 


This land of 
surveillance and 
curtailing of our 
basic right to 
movement has 
never been seen in 
our campus before 
and is basically an 
excuse to impose a 
curfew on campus 

STUDENTS 

draft hostel manual threa¬ 
tens students from dissent¬ 
ing against the JNU adminis¬ 
tration and threaten 
students with expulsion, 
rustication, denial of degree, 
stoppage of fellowships and 
eviction from hostels, 
among many others for the 
simple act of resistance. 
“Hunger strikes, dharnas, 
group bargaining and any 
other form of protests have 
been listed as offences 
which would invite punish¬ 
ments. This is a grave attack 
on our very existence as citi¬ 
zens and our democratic 
rights,” the JNUSU said. 


CM yet to get clearance from MEA 
to travel abroad for C40 summit 

‘Ministry non-responsive despite attempts to reach out to it’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal, who is scheduled to 
speak at the C40 Cities Cli¬ 
mate Summit in Copenha¬ 
gen, between October 9-12, 
is yet to receive clearance 
from the Ministry of Exter¬ 
nal Affairs (MEA) to travel 
abroad, Delhi government 
sources claimed. 

Visit hangs in balance 

According to the sources, 
Mr. Kejriwal is scheduled to 
depart from New Delhi on 
Tuesday at 2 p.m.. But, given 
the lack of required sanction 
from the MEA, his visit not 
only hangs in balance but al¬ 
so the MEA is allegedly non- 
responsive on the issue des¬ 
pite attempts by the Delhi 
government to reach out to 
it. 

“The MEA is not only re¬ 
fusing to share any reasons 
for withholding the clea- 



Arvind Kejriwal 


ranee, but is also not res¬ 
ponding to the Delhi govern¬ 
ment’s attempts to reach out 
to it,” a source claimed. 

According to the source, 
the Chief Minister is sche¬ 
duled to address a joint 
press conference to launch 
the Clean Air Cities Declara¬ 
tion with the Mayor of Paris 
and leaders from Los An¬ 
geles, Copenhagen, Por¬ 
tland, Jakarta and Barcelo¬ 
na. 

The Chief Minister is also 
a confirmed speaker at two 


sessions. In the session titled 
‘Breathe Deeply’, he is to 
speak on his government’s 
experience in lowering air 
pollution in the city and pre¬ 
sent the set of initiatives ta¬ 
ken by the Delhi government 
that led to 25% reduction in 
air pollution in the city. 

“He is also set to address 
the Asian Mayors and City 
Leaders Meeting on Low 
Carbon Inclusive Growth... 
apart from being scheduled 
to meet the Mayors of Syd¬ 
ney, Johannesburg and Rot¬ 
terdam for bilateral engage¬ 
ments,” the source said. 

“With the Central govern¬ 
ment withholding political 
clearance for the Chief Mi¬ 
nister’s visit, all of the above 
speaking engagements, bi¬ 
lateral meetings, may have 
to be cancelled. This will be 
a major embarrassment for 
the country as it will reflect 
poorly on the political situa¬ 
tion in India,” the source ad¬ 
ded. 


Dance, drama 



A scene from Ramayana as artistes performing Ramlila, organised by Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, in New Delhi on Sunday. 

■SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


Provide proper facilities to 
traffic police personnel: HC 


Festive excitement missing at Delhi’s effigy market 

Business has taken a battering with no amenities being provided at the new location: artisans 


Govt, told to take care of their drinking water needs, sanitation 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has or¬ 
dered the government to 
take all care for providing 
drinking water, sanitation 
and regular medical exami¬ 
nation and check-up on a 
monthly basis for the Delhi 
Traffic Police personnel. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Hari 
Shankar said the Delhi Traf¬ 
fic Police personnel, if any 
one of them is aggrieved by 
the action of the govern¬ 
ment for not providing any 
facility, can always approach 
the High Court. 

“If there is any violation 
of such type of rules, regula¬ 
tions or government policy, 
the police personnel can al¬ 
ways approach appropriate 
authority or Court for re- 
dressal of their grievances in 
accordance with law,” the 
Bench said. 



The High Court’s observa¬ 
tion came closing a public 
interest petition (PIL) filed 
by the Legal Forum for Wo¬ 
men Empowerment, seek¬ 
ing directions to the Centre 
and the Delhi government to 
prepare draft rules and regu¬ 
lations for maintaining prop¬ 
er records of the facilities to 
be provided to the Delhi 
Traffic Police with regard to 
clean drinking water, sanita¬ 
tion and regular medical 
examination. 


The organisation had 
sought the court’s direction 
to me made to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs as the main 
grievances and relief is 
sought against the depart¬ 
ments which comes under 
the Centre. 

The Bench noted, “The 
respondents (government) 
should take all care for their 
staff personnel such as to 
provide drinking water, sani¬ 
tation and regular medical 
examination and check-up 
on a monthly basis”. 

“It is expected from the 
higher administrative offic¬ 
ers of the respondents that 
they shall provide clean 
drinking water, sanitation 
and regular medical exami¬ 
nation to Delhi Police per¬ 
sonnel and, that too, on reg¬ 
ular basis, in accordance 
with law, rules, regulations 
and government policy,” it 
added. 


Students’ group organises referendum 
over implementation of CBCS 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Students’ group Krantikari 
Yuva Sangathan (KYS) on 
Sunday organised a “referen¬ 
dum” over the implementa¬ 
tion of new choice-based cur¬ 
riculum system (CBCS) in the 
School of Open Learning. 

The vote was over the lack 
of preparedness in imple¬ 



menting the new system, the 
group said. 

Held at multiple study 
centres, KYS claimed that ov¬ 
er 10,000 students partici¬ 
pated in the exercise. Stu¬ 
dents have been complaining 
of regular confusion at these 
centres since start of the 
course. SOL administration 
also admitted that they were 



facing shortage of classes but 
were making arrangements 
to accommodate all students. 
Apart from this, the group al¬ 
so complained that there was 
a lack of clarity of the sylla¬ 
bus to be taught and study 
material had not been distri¬ 
buted to all students, even 
though exams are going to be 
held next month. 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The effigies are getting ready 
for the big day, ready to be 
shipped to all corners of the 
Delhi-NCR region, and Rava- 
na heads line up in a queue, 
but the festive excitement is 
missing this Dussehra. 

Crammed, dimly lit and far 
away from the main road, the 
effigy market in west Delhi’s 
Subhash Nagar was relocated 
from the bustling Titarpur vil¬ 


lage near the Tagore Garden 
Metro station in 2018. But bu¬ 
siness - and life - have taken 
a battering with no amenities 
being provided, say the 
artisans. 

Believed to be one of the 
largest of its kind in Asia, the 
Titarpur market would be its 
busiest a few days before Dus¬ 
sehra, with massive Ravana 
heads lined up on the road. 
Now, the effigy makers occu¬ 
py what are essentially two 


unkempt grounds, with only 
tall grass in the name of a 
workplace. 

There’s no water, no elec¬ 
tricity and no sanitation facil¬ 
ities either, said the artisans, 
who leave their round-the- 
year low-paying jobs ahead of 
the festive season to make 
some extra cash by making 
and selling effigies. 

Though busy giving final 
touches to the replicas of the 
tall and mighty ten-headed 


Ravana, and his brothers 
Kumbhkaran and Meghnad, 
the uncertainty of taking 
back home a decent income 
is evident from their faces. 

The artisans are mainly 
daily wage labourers from Ra¬ 
jasthan, Haryana and Bihar. 

“When we shifted, the 
authorities promised us basic 
amenities like sanitation, wa¬ 
ter and electricity. Now here 
we are making effigies in a 
place worse then a jungle,” 


said Mahendra Ravanawalla, 
as he wrapped the bamboo 
frame with old sarees. 

Instead of earning money, 
they actually end up spend¬ 
ing ^300-400 every day from 
their own pockets to arrange 
for drinking water. “The few 
lights that can be seen here 
are also installed by us, for 
which we spent over 0,000,” 
said Ravanawalla, who has 
been making effigies for the 
last 45 years. 


Fame and abuse: For him, it is his last Ramlila 


Sahwkar, a jhanki performer, says he too wants to lead a normal life 


SIDHA RTH RAVI 

NEW DELHI 

“Today my face sells, my 
beauty sells. When I’m on 
stage, hundreds of people 
adore me, clap and whistle. 
When I get off, they hound 
me for selfies. But even 
among all these people I feel 
alone. And when I sit in the 
car while we drive away, I 
think to myself what am I do¬ 
ing? Why can’t I live like a 
normal person? I get nothing 
but contempt here,” says Ro- 
hith Sahwkar or Guruji, a 
jhanki performer for the last 
15 years, who primarily 
adopts the role of Krishna or 
Durga in his performances. 

Depending on the require¬ 
ment, Sahwkar and his 
troupe, dress up as Krishna 
or Radha, put several layers 
of makeup and extravagant 
costumes and dance at many 




Rohith Sahwkar before a performance, -special arrangement 


of Delhi’s Ramlila grounds. 
On Sunday alone, they shut¬ 
tled between five venues in 
different parts of the city, 
making the best of the festive 
season. 

Starting off as a back¬ 
ground dancer at perfor¬ 



mances in Agra, he says he 
got picked up by signers, who 
run the show, and has now 
made a name for himself in 
the jhanlca circuit. While 
both his parents passed away 
when he was a child, the rest 
of his family doesn’t exactly 



approve of his work. 

“Because of the line that 
I’m in, a lot of people think 
myself as a gay,” he said, ad¬ 
ding, “Just as there are some 
gay people, who are very 
loud about it and others who 
you can’t tell, we are often 
compared to kinnars (trans¬ 
sexuals) because of which we 
face a lot of abuse. But I am 
not like them.” 

Sahwkar doesn’t have a 
problem with transsexuals. 
“The kind of person you are 
is something just written in 
your destiny, it’s not a choice. 
But it’s a painful life. I’ve seen 
them cry, hate themselves 
and wonder why they aren’t 
like normal people. Some¬ 
times I do too.” 

About the people hurling 
abuses, he doesn’t hold ill 
will. “I mostly ignore them. 
It’s just how they think and 



what can I possibly say?” 
Although that doesn’t stop 
him from giving it back to 
them and turning the insult 
around from time to time . 

Regardless, he is proud of 
himself. “I take up all the res¬ 
ponsibilities in my family. I’m 
asked about important deci¬ 
sions. I came from a humble 
background and have strug¬ 
gled a lot. But now I have two 
properties of my own, ” says 
Sahwkar. But he is not sure 
how long he will continue 
performing. 

“This might be my last 
Ramlila. I want to leave all of 
this,” he says. A friend of his, 
who is working in the middle- 
east, has asked him to come 
there. “Many of the people I 
grew up with are now mar¬ 
ried, have children and lead a 
normal life. I often think I 
want that too.” 
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A switch 
in time 

While several places in Delhi impose a ban 
on single-use plastic, the transition is 
hamstrung by a lack of viable alternatives 



(Top) Paper and jute bags being sold at an NDMC stall in Kautilya Marg; a vegetable vendor uses a cloth bag 
after a ban on plastic bag in Tagore Garden vegetable market, ■sushil kumar verma : r. v. moorthy 


NIKHIL M BABU 
SHEIK H SAQIB 

NEW DELHI 

A university canteen where 
plastic glasses have given 
way to paper ones; a ma¬ 
jority of customers bringing 
cloth bags to a local vegetable 
market; a garden where people 
are standing outside and eating 
their ‘namkeen’ in plastic pack¬ 
ets before entering - these are 
scenes from different parts of 
Delhi where single-use plastic 
(SUP) has been banned. There is 
another thread that connects 
them all: the demand for viable 
alternatives. 

The Hindu visited Jamia Millia 
Islamia in south Delhi, the veget¬ 
able market of Tagore Garden, 
Dilli Haat at INA and Garden of 
Five Senses in South Delhi, 
where the SUP ban has been im¬ 
posed in varying degrees by dif¬ 
ferent authorities. 

Interestingly, almost all of the 
two dozen people interviewed, 
from daily wage workers to aca¬ 
demics said that plastic should 
be banned, for reasons varying 
from the protection of cows to 
preventing urban flooding. 

Despite the demand for alter¬ 
natives, people and traders were 
adapting to the changing scena¬ 
rio. Experts said that the govern¬ 
ment should work on alterna¬ 
tives as the current ones are 
expensive and not affordable for 
people from low-income groups. 

Tagore Garden market 

On an October afternoon, as Ra- 
jat Gupta, 50, a vegetable seller, 


CITY MATTERS 

handed over onions in a brown 
paper bag to a customer, the thin 
bag broke and the onions fell on 
the ground and rolled off. 

The South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC) on Septem¬ 
ber 23 had declared Tagore Gar¬ 
den’s fruit and vegetable market 
“plastic-free” and the vendors in 
the market are not allowed to 
use plastic bags. None of the 15- 
odd shops in the market were 
found handing customers’ items 
in plastic bags. Multiple vendors 
said that about 50% customers 
were now bringing their own 
cloth bags, but there are imple¬ 
mentation problems. 

Showing a white non-woven 
bag, Gupta said, “There are ma¬ 
ny problems. I got these bags in¬ 
stead of plastic ones, but the offi¬ 
cials are now saying that we 
cannot use this as they also con¬ 
tain plastic.” 

He said he charges ?20 for a 
cloth bag, but few people buy 
them. The bags Gupta showed, 
which is commonly used as an 
alternative for plastic bags, 
though resembling cloth bags, is 
made of polypropylene. 

“Consumers mistake it for an 
alternative to plastic, but it is 
made from polypropylene. It is 
non-recyclable and should be 
banned,” said Swati Singh Sam- 
byal, programme manager at 
Centre for Science and Environ¬ 
ment, New Delhi. 


Loan a bag 

Balbir Singh, 55, a resident of 
Vishnu Garden, was on his way 
back after giving his car for ser¬ 
vicing when he saw the market 
and remembered that he had to 
buy vegetables. But there was 
one problem: he did not have a 
cloth bag with him. “When I told 
the shopkeeper that I don’t have 
a bag, he said that I can take a 
cloth bag for ?20 and when I re¬ 
turn it, he will give me the mo¬ 
ney back,” Mr. Singh said. 

The shopkeeper, Vinod Ku¬ 
mar, 31, from Bihar, was selling 
two alternatives for plastic bags, 
a large cloth bag for Z40 and a 


smaller one for ^15. But if some¬ 
one shows up without a bag, Ku¬ 
mar loans them the bags for ^50 
and ?20. 

“I sell about 20 of these bags 
in a day and about 10 of them 
come back,” he said. 

The shopkeepers said that the 
government had distributed free 
cloth bags for just two days to 
customers when the ban started 
and said that such initiatives 
should continue. 

“We had distributed bags 
sponsored by local businessmen 
for free, but do not plan to distri¬ 
bute more. We have helped the 
vendors procure bags at a cheap 


rate,” said Rajiv Jain, superin¬ 
tending engineer of SDMC. 

The market is not free of plas¬ 
tic as some customers are still 
coming with plastic bags. The 
SDMC has declared eight such 
markets as “plastic-free”. 

Cloth bags for ^2 

Meanwhile, the North Delhi 
Municipal Council has opened 
‘Saksham Eco Mart’ at Kautilya 
Marg, where cloth bags are sold 
for as low as ?5. “Also, if you give 
your old clothes at the outlet, 
our workers will stitch cloth bags 
for you at 12-3,” said R.P. Gupta, 
Director (Education) of North 


DMC. 

The outlet near Chanakyapuri 
police station also sells Jculhad 
(earthenware) and will soon 
have alternatives for plastic cut¬ 
lery at lower than market prices. 

Jamia Millia Islamia 

From October 2, the university 
has banned single-use plastic 
items such as bottles, cups, glass¬ 
es, polythene bags, plastic cut¬ 
lery, straws, and items made 
from styrofoam among others 
and imposed a fine of ?500 on 
violators. At the canteen, plastic 
cups have been replaced by pap¬ 
er cups and no one was found us¬ 
ing plastic bags. But students 
were found using plastic bottles 
and it was available in the can¬ 
teen too. 

Students said they support 
the ban. Asif Raham, an engi¬ 
neering student at JMI, said, “We 
don‘t have much plastic pollu¬ 
tion here in Jamia. It is good that 
the ban has been imposed final¬ 
ly. Plastic contains chemicals 
that can cause cancer.” 

But not everyone is happy. 
Thirty-two-year old Mohammad 
Faraz Khan, owner of Castro 
Canteen, said that he immediate¬ 
ly threw all his older stock of sin¬ 
gle-use plastics like straw and 
glasses when the university ad¬ 
ministration announced the ban 
on plastic items. “We faced the 
brunt of this decision as we had a 
huge stock of single-use plastic 
glasses, spoons and straws. I 
dumped the whole stock,” said 
Mr. Khan. 

“They didn’t provide alterna¬ 
tives. We are arranging on our 
own. We now have to think of al¬ 
ternatives but they will be cos¬ 
tlier. This sudden ban will create 
a new industry for paper and 
jute, but it will take time to pro¬ 
duce huge quantities of glasses 
and straws. There should have 
been proper planning. It doesn’t 
work like this, where you wake 
up and realise that a ban has 
been imposed on a certain pro¬ 
duct,” he said. “It takes time to 
find alternatives and strike new 
deals,” he added. 

Another canteen owner, on 
the condition of anonymity, said 
that plastic still exists on cam¬ 
pus. “The ban is only on bottles 


below 200 ml. Water bottles and 
soft drinks above 200 ml can be 
used and sold to students and 
the staff.” Also, plastic packaging 
materials were found lying 
around in at least three 
canteens. 

Other places 

On October 2, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment had banned single-use 
plastic at all three Dilli Haats and 
the Garden of Five Senses in Sa- 
ket. At the Dilli Haat and Garden 
of Five Senses, people were not 
allowed to carry even chips or 
biscuits that came in plastic 
wrappers, but they were not pro¬ 
vided paper bags to carry them. 

Though at the Dilli Haats there 
was a cupboard which doubled 
up as a ‘cloak room’ in which vis¬ 
itors could leave their plastic wa¬ 
ter bottles, there was no such fa¬ 
cility at the garden - people 
were allowed to carry water bot¬ 
tles by October 2 afternoon as 
there were no alternatives. 

Ready for the ban? 

“The bans in Delhi are a wel¬ 
come step, but we are not at the 
stage for a countrywide ban. We 
need to do a lot of homework be¬ 
fore it,” said Ms. Sambyal. 

“First, we need to have a clear 
definition for SUP, things that are 
found at dump sites, drains and 
that create problems. And then 
we have to create a plan to phase 
them out,” she added. 

She said that there are cur¬ 
rently no viable alternatives for 
some SUP. “We can clearly get 
rid of styrofoam and plastic cut¬ 
lery, but there is no viable alter¬ 
native for plastic packaging 
material.” 

The expert also stressed on 
the need for Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR). 

“Producers should be held 
responsible for picking up and 
management of plastic waste. 
Currently we don’t have a proper 
EPR for plastic. EPR guidelines 
are needed.” 

Meanwhile, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment is in the process of notify¬ 
ing bylaws under the Plastic 
Waste Management Rules, 2016. 
These entail fines for not dispos¬ 
ing of SUP properly, but there’s 
no ban on them, officials said. 



Foreign national arrested 
for smuggling drugs 

She carried reward of ?50,000: police 


Men thrash hospital guard 
for not letting them drink 


Accused hit him with iron rod; one held, two on the run 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 36-year-old foreign nation¬ 
al, who was absconding for 
the past 10 months in con¬ 
nection with a case of drug 
trafficking, has been arrest¬ 
ed, the police said on 
Sunday. 

Mariam alias Mweke from 
Kenya was carrying a reward 
of ^50,000 on her arrest in a 
case of seizure of 7.5 kg he¬ 
roin from three African drug 
traffickers, they said. 

lumped bail 

After jumping the bail in the 
case, she had made her hi¬ 
deout in Mumbai and again 
indulged in drug trafficking 
with the help of her other as¬ 
sociates. Mariam was arrest¬ 
ed from Delhi along with her 
associates Ekene and Martin 
on June 25, they said. 

A team was sent to Mum¬ 
bai after the police found 
that Mariam was living in Na- 
ginpada in Palghar district, 
said Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Special Cell) P. S. 
Kushwah 

The accused disclosed 
that after jumping bail, she 
was hiding in an unknown 



Mariam alias Mweke. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


place and then shifted to 
Mumbai about two months 
ago where she took consign¬ 
ments from Delhi-based 
African drug traffickers, the 
officer said. 

She came to India in 2016 
on a tourist visa for three 
months and stayed back. 
She did odd jobs with the 
help of her friends from Afri¬ 
ca, the officer added. 

Later, she came into con¬ 
tact with a Kenyan national 
- Obum Favor - who was in¬ 
volved in heroin smuggling. 
Obum asked her to smuggle 
heroin from Delhi to Punjab, 
the DCP said. 

She developed her own 
drug syndicate and started 
smuggling heroin in Delhi 
NCR, Haryana, Mumbai and 
Punjab, the police added. 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

A 56-year-old security 
guard at Madan Mohan 
Malaviya Hospital in south 
Delhi was thrashed by 
three persons for asking 
them not to consume liqu¬ 
or in an ambulance park¬ 
ing area on Saturday, the 
police said on Sunday. 

Dillipat said he was on 
night duty when a senior 
doctor told him that three 
persons were consuming 
liquor inside the premises 
at 12.45 a.m. on Saturday. 

Inside premises 

“I along with two other se¬ 
curity guards - Ramana- 
nad Nayak and Roshan 
Kumar - went to the park¬ 
ing area and saw three- 
four men consuming liqu¬ 
or in an autorickshaw, 
which was parked next to 
an ambulance. I asked 
them to vacate the area as 
such activities were not al¬ 
lowed inside hospital pre¬ 
mises,” said the victim. 

It angered them and 
they started abusing us. 


One of the accused 
picked up an iron 
rod and hit Dillipat 
[victim] on the head 
after which he 
collapsed on the 
spot 

POLICE OFFICER 

the victim added. When 
Dillipat raised an objec¬ 
tion, one of the accused 
picked up a brick and 
smashed it on the chest of 
Ramananad after which 
he fell on the ground. 

Another accused got an 
iron rod and hit Dillipat 
on the head following 
which he collapsed on the 
spot, an officer said. 

Sticks and punches 

Next, the accused 
thrashed all three guards 
with sticks and punched 
them. 

Meanwhile, someone 
informed the police and a 
PCR reached the spot. 
One accused was nabbed 
while the two others man¬ 
aged to flee. 


Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (South) Atul Tha- 
lcur said the accused, Wa- 
seem from Swami Nagar, 
was previously involved in 
a criminal case. 

“An FIR has been regis¬ 
tered under Indian Penal 
Code Sections 308 [at¬ 
tempt to commit culpable 
homicide] and 323 [pun¬ 
ishment for voluntarily 
causing hurt] at Malviya 
Nagar police station. The 
other two accused have 
been identified and will 
be arrested soon,” said 
Mr. Thakur. 

‘Memory loss’ 

“I have received eight 
stitches on the head. The 
medical reports, includ¬ 
ing the CT scan report, is 
awaited. Doctors said I 
might lose my memory 
due to the impact of head 
injury. Ramananad has re¬ 
ceived internal injuries on 
the chest,” said the victim. 

He added that he has 
been doing the job for the 
past several years and 
lives in Govindpuri. 


Man, sons held for killing teenager 

Accused had monetary dispute with the victim’s father 


Mother Dairy franchise 
owner shot at; manhunt on 

Accused also robbed him of money 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A man and his two sons were 
arrested for allegedly killing 
a 17-year-old boy and injur¬ 
ing his father in west Delhi’s 
Raj our i Garden after a scuf¬ 
fle broke out between them 
over a monetary dispute, the 
police said on Sunday. 

The accused have been 
identified as Shiv Charan 
and his sons - Sushil and 
Amit, they said. On Saturday 
evening, the accused men 
attacked the boy and his 52- 
year-old father Dhruv Chand 
Pathak with batons and later 
used a gas cylinder to thrash 
them. After this, the accused 
fled the spot. 

A case was registered fol¬ 



lowing which the trio was 
nabbed. According to the 
police, they received two 
calls at 7 p.m. about the inci¬ 
dent. The first caller said 
“one person stabbed 3-4 per¬ 
sons with sword” while the 
second caller said “someone 
killed his daughter”. 

On reaching the spot, the 
police took injured persons 
to a nearby hospital and la¬ 
ter shifted them to Deen 
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, 
DCP (West) Deepalc Purohit 
said, adding that the boy 
died during treatment. 

“Shiv had purchased ma¬ 
terials from my shop worth 
Z3 lakh in September. Since 
he could not give the entire 
amount, I asked him to pay 



me in instalments. He gave 
me H.7 lakhs in September 
and then did not pay me 
anymore. Whenever I asked 
him to pay the remaining 
amount, he avoided me,” 
Dhruv said. 

On Saturday, Shiv came 
with his son Sushil and two 
other men to his office in 
Raghubir Nagar, Rajouri Gar¬ 
den, at 6.30 p.m. and at¬ 
tacked the father and son. 

‘Told to negotiate’ 

“They had asked me to ne¬ 
gotiate the price. I gave them 
a discount and told them to 
at least pay half of the 
amount. But they got angry 
and started beating us,” 
Dhruv said. 



STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 38-year-old Mother Dai¬ 
ry franchise owner was 
robbed after being shot at 
allegedly by three-bike 
borne men in north-east 
Delhi's Karawal Nagar, the 
police said on Sunday. 

Nahar Singh, who sus¬ 
tained injuries in his ears, 
is said to be out of danger, 
they said. 

On Saturday night, at 
9.30 p.m., when Singh 
was inside the booth, 
three men on motorcycle 
arrived at the counter and 
enquired about the cost 
of paneer. Later, the ac¬ 
cused tried to bargain 



saying they wanted to buy 
it for wedding purpose. 
They told the booth oper¬ 
ator that they wanted to 
check a sample of the 
product and tried to enter 
the booth, an officer said. 

When he resisted, one 
of them took out a pistol 
and pointed towards him, 
he said, adding that the 
accused then shot at 
Singh. Before fleeing the 
spot, they robbed 
115, 000-^20,000 from 
him, the officer added. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered and efforts are on to 
nab the accused, said 
DCP (North-East) Ved Pra- 
kash Surya. 



Senior citizen found 
dead in Amar Colony 


disha 
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PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A retired bank manager was found dead in 
Amar Colony here, the police said on Sunday. 
They recovered a note where he apologised 
to his family for taking the extreme step as he 
was upset. 

Suicide prevention helpline: Sanjivini, So¬ 
ciety for Mental Health, Telephone: 011-4076 
9002, Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m. 
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Man hit by 
DTC bus dies 

STAFF REPORTER 


An oasis of knowledge within Tihar prison walls 

From computer applications to English, inmates are learning and imparting new skills to each other at an institute opened recently on jail premises 



A group of prisoners Learning from a powerpoint presentation inside (right) Oasis Centre for 
Learning inside CentraLJaiL number 4 in Tihar. -special arrangement 


NEW DELHI 

A man succumbed to inju¬ 
ries during treatment at 
DDU hospital where he was 
admitted after a DTC bus 
rammed several vehicles in 
Hari Nagar on Saturday 
night, the police said. 

The bus driver alleged 
that the breaks of the vehi¬ 
cle had failed due to which 
he lost control. Preliminary 
investigations revealed that 
the driver had jumped red 
light after which the vehicle 
hit two motorists and a 
scooterist, coming from the 
opposite side. 

A mechanical inspection 
of the bus will be carried 
out to verify the claims of 
the driver. According to the 
police, the deceased, Sumit, 
was on his way home when 
the incident took place. 

“A medical check-up of 
the accused was conducted 
and he tested negative for 
alcohol,” said a police 
officer. 

On Saturday night, four 
people sustained injuries af¬ 
ter the DTC bus hit them in 
west Delhi’s Hari Nagar, the 
police said. The incident oc¬ 
curred at 10 p.m. on Satur¬ 
day. A large crowd had gath¬ 
ered at the scene and 
nabbed the driver, the pol¬ 
ice added. 


HEMANIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

In a small classroom with 10 
desktop computers, a group 
of prisoners stands around 
Rahul Chaudhary as he ex¬ 
plains the use of fonts while 
formatting a Microsoft Word 
document. 

Chaudhary (29) was sent 
to the prison two-and-a-half 
years ago on the charge of 
rape on pretext of marriage 
and is undergoing trial. A 
graduate in computer appli¬ 
cation, he teaches nearly 70 
inmates at Oasis Centre for 
Learning inside Central Jail 
number 4 in Tihar. 

“I started teaching the in¬ 
mates how to use a computer 
a few months after I came 
here. Now things have be¬ 
come much more organised. 
I teach three batches and 
each class is an hour-and-a- 
half long. For me, it’s someth¬ 
ing meaningful I am doing 
with my life inside prison,” 
he said as his second batch of 
“students” prepared for the 
class. 

Courses by IGNOU, NIOS 

The Oasis Centre for Learn¬ 
ing is located opposite ward 
number 6, amid lush green 
trees. The institute has been 


running for a few months but 
was formally inaugurated on 
September 25 with several 
courses being run by Indira 
Gandhi National Open Un¬ 
iversity and National Institute 
of Open School. 

Both the students and the 
teachers here are inmates, 
said jail Superintendent Ra- 
jesh Chauhan. “At the insti¬ 
tute, inmates are encouraged 
to appear for Class X and XII 
examinations, various certifi¬ 
cate, graduation and post¬ 
graduation courses. At pre¬ 
sent, we have 752 students 
enrolled at the institute. 


There are also smart class¬ 
rooms for them,” he said. 

For the inmates, attending 
classes at the institute is a 
way to pass their time inside 
the prison and more impor¬ 
tantly, learn something 
which they could not when 
they were “free”. 

Roop Singh, a 25-year-old 
undertrial who’s accused of 
rape, is among the most ac¬ 
tive students in the computer 
class and also a “fast lear¬ 
ner”. He has been attending 
the class for the last two 
months. “Kuch knowledge 
milegi... baharjaalce hamare 


lcaam aaegi (I will get some 
knowledge which will benefit 
me when I go out),” he said, 
adding that he has already 
learnt most applications of 
Microsoft Office. “I never felt 
the need to learn computer 
application when I was out¬ 
side, but it always intrigued 
me.” 

Advanced classes 

After graduating from the 
basic computer class, the in¬ 
mates can take advanced 
class in the next room. Inside 
the classroom for the ad¬ 
vanced course, four inmates 


were seen sitting on chairs in 
front of computer screens. A 
white board on the wall an¬ 
nounced their specialisation 
- ‘CorelDRAW, photoshop 
and PageMaker’. 

Among those inside the 
classroom were two inmates 
who made headlines this 
year. Ruslan Petrov Metodiev, 
a Bulgarian national who was 
arrested for allegedly skim¬ 
ming and cloning cash cards 
across Europe and other 
countries and was held for 
targeting ATMs in posh Khan 
Market, was trying his hands 
at an image-editing software. 
“I want to learn photoshop 
because back home [in Bulga¬ 
ria] I sell furniture online and 
it would help me,” he said in 
a broken English. 

The second notorious in¬ 
mate was Ashu Pal, a murder 
accused who allegedly 
chopped his wife’s body into 
pieces and dumped them in¬ 
to a septic tank in Prem Nagar 
on September 21. He has al¬ 
legedly confessed to the 
crime. 

Interestingly, Ashu Pal is 
not a student but a teacher 
who excels in hardware as¬ 
sembly and installation. 

In a meek voice, he said he 
has 10 years of experience in 


assembling hardware, includ¬ 
ing computer and its parts, 
and that’s the reason he de¬ 
cided to teach the same in¬ 
side the prison. “For the first 
two-three days, I didn’t know 
what to do but I was coun¬ 
selled and I decided to teach. 
It feels good.” 

Craze for English 

On the first floor, Avinash 
(40), an undertrial rape ac¬ 
cused who has been lodged 
in the jail for over six months, 
was teaching motor binding 
to another inmate. 

The class next door is pos¬ 
sibly the most popular 
among all. The room was full 
of students attentively jotting 
down points in notebooks 
kept on their laps. 

“What do you see in front 
of you? A, E, 1,0, U. These are 
vowels...” said 34-year-old 
Rahmatullah, an Afghanistan 
national convicted under the 
NDPS Act two years ago. 

Addressing a class of over 
30 inmates eager to learn En¬ 
glish, he went on to teach 
noun, pronoun, adjective, 
verb, adverb and other parts 
of speech through a power 
point presentation he had 
created. It was a smart 
classroom. 


Sharing his story, Rahma¬ 
tullah said when he was first 
produced before a judge five 
years ago, he did not know 
either English or Hindi. “I still 
can’t communicate in Hindi 
properly. When I came to Ti¬ 
har, I got to know that one Ra¬ 
vi sir taught English to a cou¬ 
ple of inmates and I joined 
them. Two years ago, I re¬ 
corded my statement in front 
of the same judge in English 
and he was shocked,” he 
smiled and the inmates 
clapped. 

As Rahmatullah randomly 
picked inmates and asked 
them questions, some of 
them answered with enthu¬ 
siasm. One of them was Ash- 
ole (29), a bespectacled man 
wearing a checked shirt and 
beige trousers who was ar¬ 
rested on murder charge in 
2014. He was a Class V dro¬ 
pout when he came to the jail 
and now, he is preparing for 
Class XII examination next 
session. 

Talking about the motiva¬ 
tion to learn inside jail, Asholc 
said, “In the barracks, there 
are all sorts of people... nega¬ 
tive ones too. But only those 
who really want to learn and 
do something with their lives 
come to the class to study.” 


Former Congress MLA joins AAP 


Clean drive 


CM welcomes Prahlad Sawhney, requests others to join party 



(From Left) Sanjay Singh, Prahlad Singh Sawhney and Arvind 
Kejriwal in party headquarters on Sunday. 

■SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Four-term Congress MLA 
from Chandni Chowlc As¬ 
sembly constituency Prah- 
Lad Singh Sawhney on Sun¬ 
day joined Aam Aadmi 
Party in the presence of 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal. 

Welcoming him to the 
party, Mr. Kejriwal said 
ahead of the elections, 
there were several “good 
Leaders” who wanted to 
join AAP. 

An appeal to all’ 

The Chief Minister said, 
“There are a lot of good 
Leaders in other parties 
who are looking towards 
AAP. I wholeheartedly wel¬ 
come Prahlad Sawhney and 
[ appeal to all the good 
Leaders of the country, ir¬ 
respective of the party they 
belong to, to join AAP in 
the interest of the nation.” 

Mr. Sawhney said he did 
not expect a ticket to con¬ 
test the election but had 
joined AAP after noticing 
the good work being done. 

“I have no desire for 
power or an election ticket. 


People in my locality are so 
happy about the kind of de¬ 
velopmental work that Del¬ 
hi government has done in 
the fields of education, 
health, power, transport, 
etc, that people themselves 
come forward and say this 
time their vote is for Mr. 
Kejriwal. The provision of 
cheap water and electricity 
has impressed people in 
my area,” Mr. Sawhney 
said. 

“You do not need to tell 
the people of Delhi to vote 
for AAP. They will tell you 


on their own that they will 
vote for AAP in the upcom¬ 
ing elections. They are very 
happy that Mr. Kejriwal de¬ 
livered on his promise that 
electricity bills will be half 
and water will be free,” Mr. 
Sawhney added. 

Mr. Sawhney had lost to 
Alka Lamba in 2015 from 
the Chandni Chowk As¬ 
sembly constituency. 

Before that, he had won 
the seat in 1998, 2003, 
2008 and 2013. 

Ms. Lamba had recently 
quit the AAP. 



A dear sky in the city after being on the radar of pollution watchdogs. ■ v. v. krishnan 



DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU 

Phone No. 0191-2561578 , Fax No. 0191-2547807 
E-Mail: sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in, 


HUE AND CRY NOTICE / Rule No. 712 /191 


SHO P/S Janipur vide his office communication 
No. 973 / 5-A / PSJ dated 04.10.2019 has 
intimated that accused Dilbagh Singh S/o 
Janak Singh R/O Simble Camp, R.S.Pura is 
evading his arrest in case FIR No. 119 / 2019 
U/S 223/224 RPC of P.S Janipur, since the 
commission crime. 

As such photograph of the said absconder / 
accused person is being published for the 
information of Police establishments / Public in 
general having any clue related to the 
whereabouts / present location of the 
absconder / accused person, kindly 
communicate the same on the below 
mentioned contact/Telephone number 

Description Roili- 



Name: 

S/o: 

R/o: 

Age: 

Build: 


Dilbagh Singh 
Janak Singh 

Simble Camp, R.S. Pura 

35 years 

Medium 


Height: 5 feet 3 inch 

Complexion: Wheatish 


Contact/Telephone Numbers:- 


1 . 

DPO, Jammu 

0191-2547807, 0191-2561578 


2. 

SSP Jammu Mail I.D 

sspiammu(5)ikpolice.qov.in 


3. 

PCR Jammu 

0191-2542000 


4. 

SP City North 

0191-2547038 


5. 

SDPO City North 

0191-2566621 


6. 

Landline of P/S Janipur 

0191-2597344 

Sd/- 

DIP/J:- 7245 

Sr. Superintendent of Police, 
Jammu. 


NRC is important, AAP’s strategy revolves around lies: Javadekar 

Confident of winning upcoming State polls, he says BJP has not declared any chief ministerial face yet 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Attacking Chief Minister Ar¬ 
vind Kejriwal for his re¬ 
marks on the National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens , BJP 
leader Prakash Javadekar 
said the people understand 
that the exercise is very im¬ 
portant as no country can 
allow illegal infiltrators to 
stay and asserted that his 
party will repeat the suc¬ 
cess of Lolc Sabha polls in 
the upcoming Delhi As¬ 
sembly poll. 

Last month, Mr. Kejriwal 
had said if the NRC is imple¬ 
mented in Delhi, it is the 
BJP city unit president Ma- 
noj Tiwari who will have to 
leave the city first. This 
drew sharp reaction from 
the BJP. 



Prakash Javadekar 


“Only Mr. Kejriwal has 
confusion over NRC. This is 
the understanding of the 
Delhi Chief Minister. But it 
is not what people under¬ 
stand, they know that no 
country allows illegal infil¬ 
trators to stay. Therefore, 
the NRC is very much im¬ 


portant,” Mr. Javadekar 
said, adding Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has al¬ 
ready made it clear that the 
Citizenship Amendment 
Bill will be passed. 

The Bill seeks to amend a 
1955 law to grant citizen¬ 
ship to Hindus, Buddhists, 
Sikhs, Jains, Parsis and 
Christians from the Muslim- 
majority nations of Bangla¬ 
desh, Afghanistan and Pa¬ 
kistan if they have lived in 
India for six years. 

It had been passed by the 
previous Lolc Sabha but was 
not tabled in Rajya Sabha. 
The bill lapsed after the 
term of the previous Lolc 
Sabha ended in May but 
was not introduced in the 
Budget Session in July. 

Mr. Javadekar alleged the 


AAP’s strategy revolves 
around lies and taking cre¬ 
dit for others work, and 
said the BJP will get a “huge 
mandate” in Delhi Assemb¬ 
ly elections due next year. 

After its resounding vic¬ 
tory in May 2014 in all seven 
Lolc Sabha seats in Delhi, 
the BJP could not repeat it 
in the Assembly polls and 
got just three seats out of 
70. This time BJP will be re¬ 
peating its 2019 Lolc Sabha 
polls performance in the 
State assembly elections, 
the Union Minister said. 

Related to poll strategy 

Asked whether the BJP will 
name its chief ministerial 
candidate in Delhi, he said 
the party has not declared 
any face yet and that it is a 


matter related to poll strate¬ 
gy- 

“It’s State-specific. We 
have announced in Maha¬ 
rashtra and Haryana. So, 
somewhere we announce, 
somewhere we do not an¬ 
nounce. It is not because 
they [Devendra Fadnavis 
and M.L. Khattar] are in¬ 
cumbent but because it is 
strategy. Strategy should 
not be confused with poli¬ 
cy,” he added. 

Party gearing up 

Responding to a question 
on whether there will be 
any change in the Delhi unit 
leadership before the polls, 
Mr. Javadekar said the focus 
of the party is to win the As¬ 
sembly election and it is 
preparing for it. 


Gangster 
accuses jail 
staff of bias 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Gangster Sunil Rathi, al¬ 
leged killer of don Munna 
Bajrangi, was shifted to a 
separate high-security 
ward in Tihar Jail after he 
said the behaviour of the 
prison staff at his previous 
cell was “biased, unsuppor- 
tive and dangerous”, a Del¬ 
hi court was told. 

The submission was 
made by Tihar jail authori¬ 
ties in a compliance report 
before Additional Sessions 
Judge Kamini Lau on whose 
direction Rathi was shifted. 

To a high-security ward 

In its status report, authori¬ 
ties informed the court that 
Rathi was moved from the 
high-security Jail number 5 
to high-security Jail num¬ 
ber 3. They said Rathi has 
been allowed necessary 
bedding arrangements for 
his medical ailment from 
the Jail Welfare Canteen. 

Medical treatment 

He is being provided regu¬ 
lar medical treatment by a 
neurologist for his slip disc 
problem, they said in the 
report. They also said the 
name of his brother was ad¬ 
ded to the visitors’ list in 
prison after the required 
verification as the accused 
had claimed that his family 
members were not being 
allowed to meet him due to 
the authorities’ biased and 
unfavourable behaviour to¬ 
wards him. 

Rathi, along with other 
accused, had allegedly 
killed Radhey Shyam, then 
Superintending Engineer 
of the Irrigation Depart¬ 
ment of Uttar Pradesh, on 
June 18, 2006. Shyam was 
looking after the £240- 
crore Upper Ganga Link Ca¬ 
nal project of the U.P. go¬ 
vernment, under which 
Ganga and Yamuna rivers 
were to be linked to solve 
the long-standing irrigation 
and drinking water pro¬ 
blems of the State. 

He was allegedly killed 
because of a clash with 
another engineer over the 
project. 


3 snatchers held in west Delhi 


| NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 


E-Te ndering Ten der M otico Jhansi D i vis i on 


Divisional Railway Mana&or (Works) N.C, Railway, Jhansi tor and on behalf of President of India Invites sealed 
"Open Tender" through on line (E-Tandarlng) for Ihe following work. 


Description of wprfc 

E-Tender 

No, 

Approx 
Cost (F) 

Earnest 
Money (?) 

Cost of Tender 
Form |?) 

Hiring of one No. non AC multiulilily A wfi&eier motor 
vehicle Tata Safari i Xylo/ Innova/ Tavera or similar 
make vehicle for supervision otAQEN/HQ/li JHS 
for one year. 

JHS'Engg- 

HQ-2019- 

140 

333447.4B 

6700.00 

1050.00 

Jhensi/Gasf:- Impnsvemenl to under ground drainage 

system at Jhansi station. 

JHS-Lngg- 

HQ-2019-149 

277W39.12 

56400.00 


Date of dosing Tender: 23.10.2019 ai 15-00 hfs. Date of completion t period from issue acceptance letter: 
For Sr-No.1- 385 Days and For 5r.No,2> 04 Month- * Tender online can be submitted Lip to 15.00 his on 28,10,2010, 

* For full derails and submission of bid, please sae the Indian Railway wetrsilu www.ireps.dov.gn. 1434/19 FA 

[0 North central railways www.ntF.mdianrailways gov.in i 

9 railway noi1htentral@CPR0NCR 


eProcurement Notice : Request of Expressions of Interest (Reol) 


TO ADVERTISE 

Bids are invited for selection of a Project Management 


PLEASE CONTACT 

Consultant (PMC) for Financial Management Information 


Systems (FMIS) under the ASPIRe Project, Government 


Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

of Assam. More details regarding the request for bids 


PH: 98203 50726 

can be found at https://www.assamtenders.gov.in for 


selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

download. 


Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

Sd/- 

Additional Project Director, 


PH: 98110 06590 

ASPIRe, AS-CFMS 


gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 

Janasanyog/CF/1829/19 


THE 11INDU 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Three men have been ar¬ 
rested from west Delhi’s 
Mayapuri for their involve¬ 
ment in over 100 cases of 
snatching in the city, the 
police said on Sunday. 

Raja, Ashu and Sheikh 
Nasir, all from Jahangirpuri, 
used to snatch mobile 
phones and then sell them, 
they said. Two stolen motor¬ 
cycles, scooters and 17 mo¬ 
bile phones were recovered 
from them, the police said. 


“Keeping in view the snatch¬ 
ing incidents in the area, a 
special anti-snatching picket 
was installed near Mayapuri 
depot on Saturday, which 
checked vehicles coming 
from Mayapuri Chowk,” said 
DCP (West) Deepalc Purohit. 
During one such checking, 
the accused came at the 
picket on a scooter. When 
the staff asked them to stop, 
they took U-turn and tried 
to escape but were nabbed 
after a brief chase, the offic¬ 
er said. 
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DELHI#* Timings 


MONDAY, 

OCT. 07 



RISE 

06:17 

SET 

18:01 

C RISE 

14:29 

SET 

00:19 

TUESDAY, 

OCT. 08 



RISE 

06:17 

SET 

18:00 

C RISE 

15:11 

SET 

01:13 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 

09 


* RISE 

06:18 

SET 

17:59 

C RISE 

15:49 

SET 

02:07 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

33 

21 

Safdarjang 

33 

21 

Palam 

32 

21 


Delhi Palam Today 

33°C The sky conditions will 
be cloudy. A hazy and 
pleasant morning is likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

33°C Dry weather with 
pleasant and hazy morning is 
likely. Day will be warm. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


Activist dies in 
police custody 
in Rajasthan 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BARMER 

A transparency activist ar¬ 
rested along with two 
members of his extended 
family allegedly after a 
fight among them over 
their ancestral property 
died on Sunday in police 
custody at Balotra near 
here, said an officer. 

Following the custodial 
death of 42-year-old acti¬ 
vist Jagdish Goliyar, all per¬ 
sonnel of the Pachpadra 
police station have been 
transferred to the district 
police lines, said Barmer 
SP Sharad Chaudhary. 

The custodial death 
would be probed by a judi¬ 
cial magistrate, Mr. Chaud¬ 
hary said. 

To ascertain the exact 
cause of the death, a medi¬ 
cal board would be con¬ 
ducting his autopsy on 
Monday under the supervi¬ 
sion of a judicial magis¬ 
trate, he added. 

Balotra Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent of Police Subhash 
Chandra said the activist is 
suspected to have died of 
some internal injuries that 
he suffered in the fight with 
his family members. 

Goliyar worked as a ty¬ 
pist at district court be¬ 
sides doubling up as a tran¬ 
sparency activist. 


Fear of dengue outbreak in Patna 

Over 600 patients tested positive in last four days, says official data 


Cong., Akalis at odds 
over Punjab festivities 

Parties trade charges over celebration of Nanak’s birthday 



A ward in Patna Medical College has been converted for 
dengue patients. ■ ranjeet kumar 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 
CHANDIGARH 

While preparations for cele¬ 
brating the 550th birth anni¬ 
versary of Guru Nanalc Dev 
are apace, the ruling Con¬ 
gress is at loggerheads with 
the Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) in Punjab over the 
holding of a key event at Sul- 
tanpur Lodhi. 

Bid to woo voters 

In the run-up to the Assemb¬ 
ly by-polls in Punjab, slated 
for October 21, both parties 
are slugging it out to woo the 
Panthic (Sikh) voters against 
the backdrop of the celebra¬ 
tions. By-polls are to be held 
for four Assembly consti¬ 
tuencies in the State. 

The Congress and the 
SAD have been trading 
charges with each other ov¬ 
er the politicised 
preparations. 

While the SAD has ac¬ 
cused the Congress-led State 



Sukhbir Singh Badal accuses 
the Congress of trying to 
create a new history ■ 


government of “trying to 
create a new history” by 
holding a separate pro¬ 
gramme from that being or¬ 
ganised by the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Com¬ 
mittee (SGPC) at Sultanpur 
Lodhi, the Congress has al¬ 
leged that “the Badal family” 
was trying to create hurdles 
and attempting to exploit 
the occasion for petty politi¬ 
cal gains. 


As the tussle over the 
event continues, SAD presi¬ 
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal 
said, “Religious institutions 
have their own sphere and 
the SGPC, a democratically 
elected religious body, has 
been conducting all religious 
functions. The Congress 
should not try to create a 
new history.” 

Week-long celebrations 

The Punjab government is 
celebrating Guru Nanak’s 
550th birth anniversary over 
a week from November 5-12. 

Punjab Rural Develop¬ 
ment Minister Tript Rajinder 
Singh Bajwa alleged, “The 
‘Badal’ family was creating 
hurdles in the joint celebra¬ 
tions of [Guru Nanak Dev’s] 
550th anniversary as the de¬ 
sign was to lord over the ce¬ 
lebrations,” he said, adding 
that Mr. Sukhbir Badal was 
now purposely spreading 
the misinformation. 


INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

PATNA 

Fear of a dengue outbreak is 
looming large in water¬ 
logged Patna with 640 pa¬ 
tients being tested positive, 
mostly in the last four days, 
according to official data. 

Unofficially, however, the 
number of dengue patients 
may be as high as 800. 

According to health offi¬ 
cials, dengue is spreading 
fast in the waterlogged resi¬ 
dential localities in Patna. 

What worries health offi¬ 
cials is the stagnant, stinking 
water that still remains a 
problem in the posh resi¬ 
dential localities of Rajendra 
Nagar, Patliputra and Gola 
Road following many days of 
heavy rain. Many areas, ho¬ 
wever, are now free of 
waterlogging. 

Outbreak ruled out 

Bihar Health Department 
Principal Secretary Sanjay 
Kumar has, however, ruled 
out a dengue outbreak in the 
State capital. 

“There is no indication of 
an outbreak of a vector- 


borne disease in Patna as 
per the views of experts”, he 
said, admitting, however, 
that chances are high of an 
epidemic. According to him, 
24 teams are spraying ‘Te- 
mefos’ in Patna to kill 
mosquitoes. 

Till now, 900 cases of 
dengue have been reported 
from across the State, in¬ 
cluding 640 cases in Patna 
alone. 

The government-run Pat¬ 
na Medical College and Hos¬ 
pital’s Deputy Superinten¬ 
dent Ranjit Kumar Jaimiar 


said the number of dengue 
patients is on the rise. 

Patna Civil Surgeon R.K. 
Choudhary said that arran¬ 
gements had been made to 
carry out dengue tests in all 
primary health centres in 
view of increasing number 
of cases. 

In Patna, where thou¬ 
sands of people are still liv¬ 
ing in inundated areas even 
eight days after rains have 
stopped, fighting dengue 
has become a major chal¬ 
lenge. It is more than a fear, 
as hundreds of waterlogged 


victims confined in their 
homes are reportedly suffer¬ 
ing from mild to high fever. 

Health officials said that 
waterlogging helps vector- 
borne diseases increase due 
to fast mosquito breeding. 

Chikungunya, diarrhoea 

What is disturbing is not on¬ 
ly the spread of dengue in 
waterlogged areas, but also 
reports of other illnesses 
like chikungunya and diar¬ 
rhoea. 

Patna District Magistrate 
Kumar Ravi said there is 
danger of outbreak of epi¬ 
demics due to filth, dumped 
garbage and stagnant water 
in many areas. 

According to a senior 
health department official, 
measures are being taken to 
prevent the outbreak of dis¬ 
eases and teams of doctors 
will soon visit affected areas 
to provide medical treat¬ 
ment wherever required. 

Till date, waterlogging in 
Patna and floods across the 
State have killed 73 people 
and over 20 lakh people 
have been affected. 


Civic body chief booked 
for abusing sweeper 

Cow carcass dragged with tractor 


Akhilesh Yadav confident of 
returning to power in 2022 

‘People have seen through BJP’s game of false promises’ 



Four-time Azamgarh MP Ramakant Yadav joined the 
Samajwadi Party in Lucknow on Sunday. ■ pti 


Four dead as SUV falls 
into gorge in Himachal 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICOTA 

The municipality chairman 
of Sangod in Rajasthan’s Ko¬ 
ta district has been booked 
for allegedly abusing and 
beating up a sweeper, who 
was carting away a cow’s 
carcass by dragging it with a 
tractor-trailer, police said 
on Sunday. 

The municipality chair¬ 
man, Devkinandan Rath- 
ore, was booked under the 
SC/ST (Prevention of Atroci¬ 
ties) Act on Saturday for 
beating up and abusing con¬ 
tractual sweeper Rajkumar 
Valmiki, said Station House 
Officer (SHO) Dhanraj 
Meena. 

Statements recorded 

Police have launched an in¬ 
vestigation into the matter 
and recorded the state¬ 
ments of Mr. Valmiki and 
the eyewitnesses, the SHO 
said, adding that no arrest 
had been made so far. 


Mr. Valmiki told police 
that he was taking the car¬ 
cass away on Saturday after¬ 
noon by using a tractor- 
trailer as there was no other 
facility available to shift 
dead animals. 

When he was crossing a 
market area, Mr. Rathore 
reached the spot, hurled 
abuses and manhandled 
him, Mr. Meena said citing 
the sweeper’s statement. 

Video of incident 

A video of the incident was 
uploaded on social media 
but police later removed it 
and blocked the video’s 
source, the SHO said. 

He said the matter had 
been handed over to Depu¬ 
ty Superintendent of Police 
Rameshwar Parihar for 
further investigation. 

Apparently, a cow vigi¬ 
lante had informed Mr. 
Rathore about Mr. Valmiki 
taking the cow’s carcass 
through the market. 


INDO -ASAIN NEWS SERVICE 

LUCKNOW 

Former Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister and Samajwadi Par¬ 
ty President Akhilesh Yadav 
said on Sunday that he is 
confident of forming the go¬ 
vernment in the State in 
2022. 

“The SP family has grown 
and we will surely form the 
government in the State in 
2022,” Mr. Yadav said and 
added that more leaders 
from other parties were 
keen to join the SP. 

‘Anarchy all over’ 

“People have seen through 
the BJP’s game of making 
false promises. The BJP has 
been fooling people. There 
is anarchy all over. The eco¬ 
nomy is going lower and the 
youth are unemployed,” he 
said.Assembly polls in U.P. 
are due in 2022. 

Mr. Yadav also criticised 


the State government for 
‘eating up’ one crore jobs by 
putting restrictions on the 
work of DJs in the State. 

Mr. Yadav also said that 
the land for All India Insti¬ 
tute of Medical Sciences in 
Rae Bareli and Gorakhpur 
was allotted under his go¬ 
vernment during 2012-2017. 

He said that the BJP want¬ 
ed to adopt Swadeshi and 


now they are engaged in de¬ 
priving the backward people 
of their rights. He said that 
the decision of the party to 
privatise the dairy industry 
is wrong. 

The SP chief went on to 
say that the BJP could not 
fight the election on its own 
in Maharashtra and is, there¬ 
fore, engaged in divisive pol¬ 
itics there. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SHIMLA 

Four persons were killed 
and another was injured on 
Sunday after the SUV they 
were travelling in fell into a 
deep gorge in Himachal Pra¬ 
desh’s Chamba district, pol¬ 
ice said. 

The vehicle fell into a 
600-metre gorge at Tarella 
in Bharmour on Dakog-Tun- 
da road, they said. 

Rajinder Kumar (30), Ra- 
mesh Kumar (34), Sanjeev 


Kumar (30) and Surinder 
Kumar (34) of Chamba dis¬ 
trict died on the spot, police 
said, adding the driver Bittu 
(27) has been admitted to 
district hospital in Chamba. 

CM condoles deaths 

Chief Minister Jai Ram Tha- 
kur has condoled the 
deaths. 

Prima facie, the accident 
occurred due to rash and 
negligent driving, police 
said. 
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Prelims 2020 

A Targeted Course 


16-Week Regular Programme 

Classroom | Online | Video Classes 


Course includes 

• Systematic coverage of all 
the relevant topics 

• Exhaustive Current Affairs 
coverage (10+ sources) 

• Proper & streamlined 
material on all the topics 

• Daily guidance on Prelims 
strategy - what to study 
and what to leave based 
on exhaustive analysis 

• 25 Tests - 15 Sectional + 
10 Full-syllabus 


Dates 

Course starts on 

10th October 

Completion date 

15 February 2020 
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LAW INSTITUTE 


A very heartiest Congratulations to all the candidates 
who have qualified Bihar Judiciary Mains 2019. 
For free mock interview preparation session kindly 
register yourself at 

Ambition Law Institute, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. 
Call / Msg 8800660301, 8800662130 


DJS MAINS TEST SERIES 

Just after test there will be discussion on answer 

( 3 Oct. Civil Law-1 )(5 Oct. Civil Law-ll) 
( 7 Oct. Criminal Law) (9 Oct. G.K. & Language) 
REGISTRATION FREE 


MUKHERJEE NAGAR 
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B-10,1st Floor, Above Maharashtra Bank, Mukherjee Ngr, Delhi -9 

011-47532639/8800660301 
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1800-12000-2001 


www.ambitionlawinstitute.com 
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Current Affairs Program 



Newspaper Analysis 


Weekly Notes 


Prelims MCQ 
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in UPSC 
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$ 9999-136-114 

| www.careerlauncher.com/upsc 
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EXPLANATION 
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MEDICAL 


HHU Centre for Stem Cell Research 
HH (a unit of inStem, Bengaluru) 

Christian Medical College, Vellore 


Centre for Stem Cell Research 
(a unit of inStem, Bengaluru) & 
Christian Medical College, Vellore in 
collaboration with National Health 
Mission, Odisha invite applications 
on purely temporary basis for the 
following post to work under the 
project titled 'Control of Sickle Cell 
Disease and Thalassemia in Odisha' 


Call for District Coordinators 


Job Code: 1304 

MSW with experience in 
counseling and communication. 
Experience in Public Health Preferred 
Age: Not more than 35 years 
Remuneration up to: Rs. 24,500 per month 


For application form and other details, visit 

http://www.cscr.in/research-opportunities 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

I Vipin Jindal S/o Moti Ram Jindal 
Property bearing No: C-9, Block Shivaji 
Park, Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi-110026 
purchasing the above said property from 
Mr. Inderjit Singh if anyone has had any 
kind of objection then Kindly contact on 
Advocate Name- Ajit Singh Arora 
Advocate Address-Chamber no.C-2, C L 
Joseph Block, Tis Hajari Court, Delhi 
Mobile No- 9811136753, 9911136753 
within 7 days of publication of this notice. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given on behalf of 
S. Manjeet Singh and Mrs. Harvinder 
Kaur & who are joint owners of the 
“Property bearing No.255, area 
measuring 105 Sq. Yds. (87.78 Sq. 
Mtrs.), out of Khasra No.1/1/1, at 
Village Khureji Khas, abadi of Ram 
Nagar, Shahdra, Delhi-110051”, vide 
Sale Deed dated 04/05/2012 
registered on 11/05/2012. The owner's 
further intends to sell “Entire Second 
Floor without roof/terrace rights AND 
Entire Third Floor with roof/terrace 
rights” out of aforesaid property. The 
Buyer's intends to acquire with 
financial assistance from IDBI Bank 
Ltd. To comply the requirements of 
bank, in reference to non availability of 
Surviving Member Certificate of the 
legal heirs of Late Mr. Randhir Singh, 
we give this public notice that if any 
person(s) having any objection 
regarding ownership and/or creating 
mortgage of the said property in favour 
of IDBI Bank Ltd. is/are hereby 
requested to intimate in writing to the 
undersigned within 10 days from the 
date of this notice, at below address. 

Juris NextGen LLP 
E-56, LGF, Greater Kailash 
Enclave Part-1, New Delhi - 48 
#011 -4266 2177, 78, 79 


TENDERS 



: Sag 


An institute for IAS Prep.. 



(PT+MAINS) 


ENROL TODAY 


Weekend Timing 

8:OOam-12:OOnooh 

(Saturday to Sunday) 


GEOGRAPHIA IAS INSTITUTE 

92, 1st Floor, Old Rajender Nagar, Main Market 
Back Side Entry, Near Kotak Mahindra Bank, New Delhi-60 

+9198686 488321 +911982037821 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


'Be it known to all that my client Shri 
Dharmendra Jain S/o Shri Nirmal 
Kumar Jain, is the sole owner of 
various lands at Cachar, Assam, by 
virtue of last will and testament dated 
14.12.2018, of his late mother Mrs. 
Santra Kumari Jain W/o Shri Nirmal 
Kumar Jain. Any body else having any 
right or interest in the said lands on the 
basis of any deed/ document or 
otherwise may put forth his/ her claim 
with the undersigned within 7 days 
from the date hereof, failing which no 
claim shall be entertained thereafter. 

NARESH GUPTA (Advocate) 
C-75, GK Part-1, New Delhi-48 
Tel: 29235175, 40568077 


For Sale/eAuction: 

Ductile Iron Spun Pipes, Quantity-45 
Pcs at Jindal Saw Ltd. Mandvi Road, 
Vill- Pragpur, Samaghogha, Mundra, 
Dist-Kutch, Gujarat. 

Contact Person for inspection: 
Mr.Sunil Gor - 9825214913, 

Last Date For Inspection & EMD 
Deposit-11.10.2019 & Date of 
eAuction 12.10.2019, Auctioneer: 
M.F. Islam - 9911003339 / 
Meenakshi-9625137014 
(Insurance claim material will be sold 
on As Is Where ls’,‘What-ever There 
Is’ and ‘No Complaint’ basis). 


For more details: 
www.SalvageManagers.com 
support@salvagemanagers.com 


Promote mother tongue: Naidu 

It is one’s eyesight and other languages are spectacles, says Vice-President 



International poets with Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu at the World Congress of Poets in Bhubaneswar 
on Sunday. ■ biswaranjan rout 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

Respect, recognition and pro¬ 
motion of the mother tongue 
are vital for the survival of any 
civilisation, Vice-President Ven¬ 
kaiah Naidu said here on Sun¬ 
day. 

Addressing the valedictory 
function of the 39th World Con¬ 
gress of Poets, Mr. Naidu said, 
“The colonial rulers always 
tried to attack the culture by 
destroying the local language 
and we should not fall prey to 
that.” 

‘Preserve, write’ 

“Every nation must encourage 
their children to study primarily 
in the mother tongue as I always 
say the mother tongue is your 
eyesight and the other language 
is your spectacles. If you have 
eyesight, then spectacles will 
give better sight. If you don’t 
have eyesight and if you wear 
glasses, nothing will be visible. 
Promote, propagate and write 
in mother tongue first, then go 
to other languages. All other 
languages are important. You 
should respect, learn and un¬ 
derstand your mother lan¬ 
guage,” he said. 

Promotion of literature was 


also an “impactful method” to 
preserve and promote lan¬ 
guage, he said. The best way to 
do so was to use it extensively in 
everybody’s life. 

“That is why, wherever I go, I 
suggest to people to promote, 
practice and feel proud of their 
mother tongue. That’s why in 
the beginning itself I used cer¬ 
tain Odia words,” he said. 


On the importance of poetry 
in life, he said, “What is needed 
is to encourage youngsters to 
take to poetry, literature, music, 
dance and other arts so that 
they can become an ideal citi¬ 
zen. I would also like to ask un¬ 
iversities to encourage litera¬ 
ture, arts and humanity 
education. We need poets, wri¬ 
ters, artists and singers as much 


as we need doctors, engineers 
and scientists.” “Poetry should 
promote peace, motivate peo¬ 
ple to cultivate universal broth¬ 
erhood, social harmony and tol¬ 
erance, and poetry can serve as 
a powerful catalyst for transfor¬ 
mation. I urge schools to make 
poetry reading and apprecia¬ 
tion a compulsory part of curri¬ 
culum,” Mr. Naidu said. 


Odisha camps to connect with tribals in Maoist-hit area 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

Through special ‘Jan Samparlc Si- 
bir’, the administration has start¬ 
ed to reach out to tribals living in 
the Maoist-hit ‘Swabhiman An- 
chal’ in Odsha to include them in 
the government’s developmen¬ 
tal schemes. 

According to Project Adminis- 
tratorof the Integrated Tribal De¬ 
velopment Agency of Malkangi- 
ri, Khirabdi Behera, these camps 
are being held since October 3. 
As per the plans, by October 23, 
more than a dozen such camps 
will be held in the ‘Swabhiman 


Anchal’. 

The erstwhile cut-off area of 
the Balimela reservoir was 
named Swabhiman Anchal last 
year after the inauguration of the 
Gurupriya bridge. It is alleged 
that even now several villages of 
five out of nine panchayats in the 
‘Swabhiman Anchal’ lack adeq¬ 
uate road communication. 

“Apart from the nine pan- 
chayat headquarters, the ‘Jan 
Sampark Sibir’ will also be or¬ 
ganised at Paparmetla, Gajalma- 
mudi, Jodamba, Panasput, Jan- 
tri, Andrapali,” said Mr. Behera. 

All major departments of the 


State government open their 
counters at these camps to in¬ 
clude all residents - especially 
those left out in the developmen¬ 
tal schemes. 

Facilities at ‘Sibir’ 

These camps also provide free 
medical facility, Aadhaar card, 
ration card, construction worker 
identity card making facilities. 
Horticulture and agriculture de¬ 
partments and banks counsel 
and provide financial support at 
these camps. “We are also distri¬ 
buting sports kits and musical in¬ 
struments to the local youths,” 


Mr Behera added. 

In the past, the inhabitants of 
‘Swabhiman Anchal’ had prot¬ 
ested against the lack of develop¬ 
ment in the region. On Septem¬ 
ber 28, over 1,000 people from 
here reached Chitrakonda on 
boats to make the administration 
aware of their problems related 
to basic amenities. 

It was alleged that in the past, 
Maoists were trying to use these 
issues to create support base in 
the region. 

A series of ‘Jan Sampark Sibir’ 
are thought to be an attempt to 
counter the Maoist propaganda. 


Arunachal Ayush institute hit by staff shortage 

+ 


Local residents who donated land in the hope of getting jobs are disappointed 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

PASIGHAT 

More than a decade after it was 
approved, India’s easternmost 
national institute under the Mi¬ 
nistry of AYUSH is struggling to 
operate with a skeletal staff. The 
institute is also on a collision 
course with local residents who 
donated 40 acres of land for it in 
the hope of getting jobs. 

11 institutes 

The North Eastern Institute of 
Folk Medicine (NEIFM) in Pa- 
sighat, the headquarters of Aru¬ 
nachal Pradesh’s East Siang dis¬ 
trict, is one of 11 national 
institutes under the Ministry 
that oversees the development 
of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturo¬ 
pathy, Unani, Siddha and Ho¬ 
moeopathy (AYUSH) systems of 
healthcare. 

The others include the Na¬ 
tional Institute of Siddha in 
Chennai, the National Institute 
of Unani Medicine in Bengaluru 
and the Morarji Desai National 
Institute of Yoga in Delhi. 

While the Centre had ap¬ 
proved the establishment of the 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


IN MEMORIAM 


An indomitable spirit that 
shines forever in our hearts. 



Shri K. S. Sundaresan 

15.02.1933 -18.09.2018 


Vinu, Revathi, Kavitha, 
Kannan, Saritha, 
Mahesh, Vishnu, Aravind, 
Ashvin & Arushi 



North Eastern Institute of Folk Medicine, Pasighat, Arunachal. 
Pradesh, ■specialarrangement 


NEIFM in 2008, it took almost a 
decade for the institute to be set 
up. Separately, the process of 
filling up 22 sanctioned posts 
began in 2016, but only four - a 
medical officer, zoologist, admi¬ 
nistrative officer and an ac¬ 
counts officer - were appointed 
two years later. 

Two posts, including that of 
the Director, were filled on dep¬ 
utation from State government 
departments. 

The absence of the requisite 
number of specialists has res¬ 
tricted NEIFM to an outpatient 
section. The institute’s 50-bed 


hospital has been unable to ad¬ 
mit patients, while its seven lab¬ 
oratories - equipped with the 
latest gadgets - have been lying 
unused. 

These include the phyto¬ 
chemical, pharmacology, Ayur¬ 
veda research, life science, her¬ 
barium and new drugs, and folk 
medicine laboratories. 

Director on deputation 

NEIFM Director Pekyom Ringu, 
an Indian Forest Service officer 
on deputation, declined to com¬ 
ment on “internal matters” but 
acknowledged that the institute 


was under pressure from form¬ 
er landowners. 

“We were guaranteed third- 
and fourth-grade jobs for giving 
up our land,” said a former lan¬ 
downer, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. “But officials of 
the institute are now telling us 
that the Ministry has decided to 
halve the existing 44-45 contrac¬ 
tual workers.” 

The NEIFM employees too 
have been awaiting residential 
quarters that were to have been 
built before the appointments 
were made. The Ministry has 
now reportedly said that the 
quarters would be provided on¬ 
ly when all the posts are filled 
up. 

“But the process of interview¬ 
ing candidates has been post¬ 
poned,” said a person connect¬ 
ed to the institute, declining to 
be identified. “Moreover, offi¬ 
cials of the Ministry are reluc¬ 
tant to come here for the inter¬ 
views; candidates are required 
to go to Delhi without the possi¬ 
bility of reimbursement of their 
expenditure,” the institute in¬ 
sider added. 


Governor seeks separate service 
cadre for Arunachal Pradesh 
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PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Arunachal Pradesh Gover¬ 
nor Brig. (Retd.) B.D. Mis- 
hra on Sunday called on 
Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh and discussed with 
him a wide range of issues 
pertaining to the State, par¬ 
ticularly a separate cadre 
for all India service officers. 

During the meeting, the 
Governor requested the Mi¬ 
nister to accede to the de¬ 
mand of the State govern¬ 
ment to have a separate IAS 


cadre for Arunachal, pre¬ 
sently a part of the AGMUT 
cadre, shared by the Union 
Territories and the States of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo¬ 
ram and Goa. 

According to an official 
statement. Brig. Mishra 
said that this demand is in¬ 
spired by the increasing re¬ 
quirement of IAS officers 
for Arunachal Pradesh as 
well as by the consideration 
of having officers exclusive¬ 
ly designated to serve in the 
State. 


BSF jawan killed in lightning strike 
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PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICO L KATA 

A BSF jawan was killed in a 
lightning strike near the In- 
dia-Bangladesh border in 
West Bengal’s Nadia district 
on Sunday. 

Constable Ashish Kumar 
Ghosh, of Bankura district, 


was struck by lightning and 
became unconscious while 
he was on observation post 
duty near the international 
border, BSF officials said. 
He was taken to the nearest 
hospital, where doctors de¬ 
clared him brought dead, 
they said. 
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INTERVIEW | RAJU SHETTI 

‘I stand with farmers even today; sugar barons have now shifted to BJP 


People are watching how BJP is poaching leaders from other parties... the young generation, does not like this... they see it as a betrayal, says the SSS leader 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

SHIROL(KOLHAPUR) 

After losing the Lolc Sabha 
election, farmer leader and 
Swabhimani Shetlcari Sang- 
hatana leader Raju Shetti is 
now geared up to take on the 
BJP and Shiv Sena govern¬ 
ment by allying with Con¬ 
gress and Nationalist Con¬ 
gress party (NCP). Even 
though he isn’t contesting, he 
wants to make sure his can¬ 
didates win. In an interview 
with The Hindu in Abdul Lat 
village of Shirol tehsil in Kol¬ 
hapur while campaigning, 
Mr. Shetti accepts that he is 
upset with opposition front, 
claims young and fresh faces 
in opposition are the future 
and how floods in the region 
may impact sugar industry 
next year. 

You seem to be very upset 
with Congress and NCP 
despite being in an alliance. 
What is the reason? 

Why shouldn’t I? We formed 
an alliance and seat distribu¬ 
tion took place. But look at 
what they have done. Nan- 
durbar was given to us and 
Congress has given AB form 
to its candidate. Similarly in 


Buldhana’s Khamgaon. In 
Shirol, the NCP candidate has 
rebelled against mine. None 
of the Congress-NCP workers 
and leaders are joining us in 
the campaign. When I met 
Sharad Pawar and other Con¬ 
gress leaders yesterday, I 
strongly registered my prot¬ 
est over such petty tactics. 
Our workers are honestly 
supporting them in other 
seats. I hope they will with¬ 
draw their candidature on 
Monday. 

Do you feel joining the 
opposition front was a 
mistake? 

No. I agree that there are 
flaws in both these parties, 
but look at whom are we 
fighting against. The Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party is destroying 
the basic foundation of this 
nation, its farmers and its va¬ 
lue system. We are together 
because we firmly believe in 
secular and constitutional va¬ 
lues and want to save them. 
We are with the opposition 
front for this sole reason. As 
far as problems within the 
opposition front are consi¬ 
dered, do you think ruling 
coalition is working fine? BJP 
did not even allow a single 


candidate of the allies to con¬ 
test on a different election 
symbol. They are all forced to 
fight on Lotus symbol. We 
have not lost our indepen¬ 
dent identity, like the smaller 
allies in ruling coalition. 

But you lost the Lok Sabha 
election after joining them? 
Yes, I paid the price. There 
are other reasons for my de¬ 
feat. There was a bit of over- 
confidence. We have learned 
since then. Assembly will not 
be easy, but I am sure that we 
will make a comeback. 

When Congress-NCP was in 
power, you aggressively 
attacked these parties for 
being pro-sugar factory 
owners. Now you are accused 
of going soft on them. What 
led to this change? 

This is how BJP wants to de¬ 
fame me. Take Kolhapur for 
example. There are 23 sugar 
factories in this district. Ex¬ 
cept for two, all other owners 
have either joined the BJP or 
established close ties with 
BJP leaders. Whom am I sup¬ 
posed to target now? I am 
with sugarcane farmers and I 
continue to voice their de¬ 
mands against the sugar fac¬ 


tories. But the sugar barons 
have switched to the BJP. 
What’s the point in slamming 
Congress now? I have to talk 
against the BJP. 

Does that mean you have 
amended your differences 
with Sharad Pawar? 

I never had personal animos¬ 
ity against Sharad Pawar. My 
problem was the way he han¬ 
dled co-operative sector, es¬ 
pecially the sugar lobby. He 
may have his own political 
calculation of controlling su¬ 
gar factory means controlling 
politics of the that region. But 
I always pointed out loo¬ 
pholes in that model. Now, 
when the exodus in NCP hap¬ 
pened and people joined the 
BJP, the whole party col¬ 
lapsed in those areas. I was 
proven right. That’s it. I had 
problem with his way of do¬ 
ing politics. 

With established leaders 
joining the BJP in hordes, do 
you see an opportunity for 
new, young leadership in 
Maharashtra? 

Yes of course. It is extremely 
good that those old, tradi¬ 
tional politicians are quit¬ 
ting the opposition to 



I accept that as an 
opposition we are 
lacking. We are 
failing to give a 
counter-narrative to 
government’s 
propaganda and 
credible alternative 
make way for the young lea¬ 
dership. There will be tough 
days for some time, but let 
me tell you one thing. The pe¬ 
ople are watching how BJP is 
poaching leaders from other 
parties. They, especially the 
young generation, does not 
like this. The young 
voters don’t like 
betrayal and 
these leaders 
joining the BJP 
is seen as be¬ 
trayal in rural 
areas. 

How 


important will be the issue of 
recent floods in western 
Maharashtra in this election? 
My entire campaign is revolv¬ 
ing around this issue. The ad¬ 
ministration totally failed to 
warn farmers about the ca¬ 
lamity and when it hap¬ 
pened, it again failed in disas¬ 
ter management. The 
warning of possible heavy 
rains was issued seven days 
earlier and still no preventive 
measures such as making 
dams half-empty, or warning 
Almatty in Karnataka were 
taken. The relief measures 
were nothing but disas¬ 
ter. Not a single 
elected represen¬ 
tative could live 
up to the expec¬ 
tations. There’s 
been no talk of 
monetary help 
to farmers and 
those who lost 
their 


houses. The loan waiver 
scheme is flopped and since 
loans are not waived off 
banks are not ready to give 
more loans. There has to be a 
committee of elected repre¬ 
sentatives of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka along with go¬ 
vernment officials to avoid 
such future incidents. 

Will floods impact sugarcane 
production next year as well? 
May be not the production, 
but surely the fair and re¬ 
munerative price for it. The 
floods have affected sugar¬ 
cane production. The living 
crop may not yield enough 
weight. Sugar production will 
drop. It will affect next year’s 
FRP. There is a possibility 
that FRP may drop by around 
^500-550 per tonne next 
year. 

You have been leading 
farmer struggles nationally. 
But farmers seem to be 
voting for the BJP despite all 
your allegations of the 
government being anti- 
farmers. Why is it so? 

Maharashtra has 
seen over 16,000 
farmers sui¬ 
cides. These 


are not my numbers. The 
MSP issue is not my creation. 
Poor yield, government 
apathy are not my creations. 
These are real issues and 
farmers are really affected by 
it. But whenever elections 
come, this government cle¬ 
verly rakes up issues of pa¬ 
triotism, nationalist, Pakistan 
or terrorism and successfully 
diverts the attention. Yes, I 
accept that as an opposition 
we are lacking. We are failing 
to give a counter-narrative to 
government’s propaganda 
and credible alternative. We 
need to work on that. 

You challenged Chandrakant 
Patil [State BJP president] for 
electoral fight and instead of 
accepting, he shifted to Pune. 
What’s your message to him? 
The most powerful BJP minis¬ 
ter in State cabinet could not 
nurture a single Assembly 
seat out of 10 in Kolhapur dis¬ 
trict. This speaks volumes 
about himself and his failure 
as the guardian minister of 
this district. He ran away and 
chose safest of seats for him¬ 
self. He could have lost. This 
is how BJP worked in last five 
years. It is all talk, nothing on 
ground. 


PM to address first public 
meeting in Satara on Oct. 17 

Will also hold another rally in Pune 


Colours of the season 



In demand: An overview of the flower market in Pune which is doing brisk business ahead of Dussehra festival. ■ mandar tannu 


Boy killed, 
four others 
hurt in bus hit 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AURANGABAD 

A 17-year-old boy was killed 
and four others were in¬ 
jured after being hit by a 
private bus of a local com¬ 
pany here early on Sunday, 
police said. 

The victim, Anilcet Kala- 
vane, was walking towards 
a temple along with four 
youths when the mishap 
occurred, police said. 

“Aniket and the four 
youths were walking to¬ 
wards a temple in Karnap- 
ura area to pay obeisance 
to the deity there. When 
they reached the Seven Hill 
Bridge area around 4 a.m., 
a speeding bus, deployed 
to ferry workers of a com¬ 
pany, hit all of them,” a pol¬ 
ice official said. 

Aniket and his friend Su- 
darshan Salunkhe (17) suf¬ 
fered severe injuries and 
were rushed to a hospital. 


NCP MP complains of poor 
quality food on AI flight 


Kasba Peth: civic body stalwarts 
will slug it out in Old Pune 

Redevelopment of crumbling wadas, traffic congestion in the 
narrow lanes, and lack of potable water are among key issues 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

As the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) goes all out to win the 
October 21 Assembly polls, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is expected to address 
his first rally towards the end 
of the campaigning in Satara, 
western Maharashtra, on Oc¬ 
tober 17. 

The Prime Minister, who 
will address nine public 
meetings across the State, 
will also hold another one in 
Pune city the same day, in¬ 
formed BJP State unit chief 
Chandrakant Patil, himself a 
candidate from the city’s 
Kothrud Assembly segment. 

The party’s other ‘star 
campaigner’. Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, is slated 
to hold 17 public meetings. 

“The Prime Minister will 
be holding nine public meet¬ 
ings in all with two of these 
in western Maharashtra. Of 
these, the Satara rally which 
will take place around noon 
on October 17 while the Pune 
address is scheduled for the 
same evening. Mr. Shah’s 
schedule is being finalised,” 
informed Mr. Patil, adding 
that the Union Home Minis¬ 
ter’s first meeting is likely to 
be in Sangli district on Oc¬ 
tober 10. 

Mr. Modi’s public meet¬ 
ings will be held for two cru¬ 
cial constituencies where the 
prestige of both BJP candi¬ 
dates are at stake - the Sata¬ 
ra Lok Sabha by-election 
where royalist Udayanraje 
Bhosale is the candidate, and 
the Kothrud Assembly seat 
from where Mr. Patil is 



Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi 


contesting. 

Mr. Bhosale, a former 
three-time Nationalist Con¬ 
gress Party (NCP) MP who re¬ 
cently switched alliances to 
join the BJP, is pitted against 
the NCP’s Shriniwas Patil, 
the ex-Governor of Sikkim. 

Mr. Modi’s Pune rally will 
be especially vital for the for¬ 
tunes of Mr. Patil, who is con¬ 
testing his first Assembly 
election and faces a formida¬ 
ble challenge in Kothrud in 
the form of voter resentment 
and a disgruntled Shiv Sena 
leadership. 

“Earlier, there was a pro¬ 
blem over settling on the 
dates for the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s rally...we thought of Oc¬ 
tober 10, but it was thought 
too early. Then, we thought 
of October 13 and now it has 
been fixed for October 17,” 
Mr. Patil said, adding that the 
party would start looking for 
a suitable place to hold these 
public meetings. 

In stark contrast, the be¬ 


leaguered Congress has yet 
to get its act together with 
the leadership still in the 
dark about Rahul Gandhi’s 
proposed campaign pro¬ 
gramme for the Congress’ 
candidates. 

MNS looking for venue 

Meanwhile, with Raj Thacke¬ 
ray’s Maharashtra Navnir- 
man Sena (MNS) taking the 
plunge in electoral politics, 
the MNS chief is not getting a 
venue in Pune ahead of its 
first rally scheduled on Oc¬ 
tober 9. 

An irate Ajay Shinde, who 
is the MNS’ Pune city chief, 
claimed that educational in¬ 
stitutes had refused the par¬ 
ty a place for Mr. Thackeray’s 
first rally in the city’s Kasba 
Peth area. 

“We have been trying to 
secure a ground since Octob¬ 
er 1 and have approached the 
district authorities... Howev¬ 
er, no educational institution 
is willing to give us a place,” 
said Mr. Shinde. 

He further hit out at the 
ruling BJP-Sena govern¬ 
ment’s alleged ‘dictatorship’ 
and accused them of at¬ 
tempting to stifle democracy 
by denying political space 
for opposition parties. 

“We will hold our rally at 
Allca Chowk on October 9 
come what may and the [BJP- 
Sena] government will then 
be responsible for any law 
and order situation that may 
arise,” warned Mr. Shinde. 

Mr. Thackeray, whose par¬ 
ty did not contest the recent 
Lok Sabha elections, had ne¬ 
vertheless managed to draw 
large crowds at his rallies. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

Rajya Sabha MP Vandana 
Chavan of the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) on 
Sunday claimed she was 
served poor quality food on 
an Air India flight from Pune 
to Delhi recently. 

An Air India spokesper¬ 
son said on Sunday that the 
matter was being looked 
into. 

In a series of tweets, Ms. 
Chavan said the omelette 
she had ordered had small 
pieces of egg shells, while 


the potatoes seemed de¬ 
cayed and the beans 
uncooked. 

“Travelled Pun-Del on 
early morning @airindiain 
flight few days back. Had or¬ 
dered an omellete for break¬ 
fast. When finished with 3-4 
bites I hit upon shells of the 
egg in the omelette,” she 
said on Twitter. 

Air India spokesperson 
Dhananjay Kumar said the 
matter has been brought to 
the notice of the manage¬ 
ment and it is being looked 
at seriously. 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Sited in the heart of old 
Pune, the prestigious Kasba 
Peth Assembly seat a BJP 
stronghold for three de¬ 
cades, will witness a tussle 
between two Pune civic body 
stalwarts - the mayor Mukta 
Tilak, (BJP-Sena candidate) 
and Arvind Shinde of the 
Congress. 

The constituency, which 
comprises a significant part 
of Peshwa-era Pune with its 
rickety wadas, was until re¬ 
cently senior BJP leader Gir- 
ish Bapat’s virtual fiefdom 
with him winning the seat in 
consecutive elections since 
1995 before vacating it to 
contest - and win - the Pune 
Lok Sabha seat in the general 
elections this year. 

The city, with its legen¬ 
dary Ganesha mandals, also 
forms the heart of Pune’s old 
trading community with a 
significant proportion of 
small traders from the Guja¬ 
rati and Jain communities. 

The Congress has been 
able to wrest the Kasba As¬ 
sembly seat only twice from 
the BJP since 1980 - in 1985 
and in the 1991 by-election. 

The problem of crumbling 
old wadas (traditional dwell¬ 
ings) and their long-pending 
redevelopment, traffic con¬ 
gestion in the narrow, bus¬ 
tling lanes and lack of pota¬ 
ble water in several places 
are among the key issues in 
this segment. 


While the situation has re¬ 
mained unchanged, two 
fresh candidates from the 
major contenders have 
raised hopes that some of the 
burning civic problems may 
be redressed. 

“The BJP won the Pune 
Municipal Corporation polls 
by a thumping majority. Yet, 
the problems of Kasba Peth, 
including that of water have 
not only persisted but have 
multiplied,” alleged Mr. 
Shinde, a three-time corpora¬ 
tor who was one of the fron¬ 
trunners for the candidacy of 
the Pune Lok Sabha 
constituency. 

He faces an extremely 
tough competitor in Ms. Tilak 
- a scion of the Bal Gangad- 
har Tilak family - who is also 
Mayor of the Pune Municipal 
Corporation (PMC). 

A veteran party hand, Ms. 
Tilak has a strong base in the 
Old Pune area, having been 
the BJP’s leader in the PMC 
since 2009. 

“This constituency which 
also includes Narayan Peth 
and Sadashiv Peth has veered 
towards the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
and the BJP as it has been the 
hotbed of Hindu national¬ 
ism,” says city-based political 
analyst Rajendra Pandhar- 
pure. He observes that the 
BJP has always had firm ad¬ 
herents in this part of the city 
through its network of edu¬ 
cational institutes and other 
think tanks like the Rambhau 


Mhalgi Prabhodini that pro¬ 
pagates the Sangh’s ideology. 

“The Brahmin voters here 
have always sided with the 
BJP. This is an area whose 
political clime has been 
charged with its strongly reli¬ 
gious fervour favouring radi¬ 
cal Hindutva outfits like the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP). In contrast, the Con¬ 
gress and the NCP party 
structures here have re¬ 
mained weak,” says Mr. 
Pandharpure. 

However, he also said that 
things could change this time 
around owing to new areas 
being added after the delimi¬ 
tation of 2008. 

Observers say that while 
the dice may be loaded in Ms. 
Tilak’s favour, the BJP cam¬ 
paign machinery will be hea¬ 
vily engaged in the Kothrud 
Assembly seat, where BJP 
State chief Chandrakant Patil 
faces a prestige battle. 

While the BJP had been 
winning the past elections 
owing to a divided opposi¬ 
tion, observers point out that 
this time the saffron alliance 
faces a possible vote frag¬ 
mentation due to the intense 
disaffection prevailing 
among the Shiv Sena in 
Pune. 

“Moreover, the Congress 
and the Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) have come to¬ 
gether in the battle for the 
Kasba segment. This is 
bound to favour Mr. Shinde,” 
opined Mr. Pandharpure. 


Hellaro, Nooreh to be openers of Indian panorama at 50th IFFI 

Festival to also screen films with audio description for the visually impaired 



A stiLL from Ashish Pandey's Nooreh. The movie wiLL open the non-feature 
category at the fi[m festivaL. ■special arrangement 


KENN ITH ROSARIO 

MUMBAI 

Union Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting, Prakash Javadekar on 
Sunday announced the 26 feature 
and 15 non-feature films, among the 
250 films, which will be screened in 
the Indian panorama section at the 
50th International Film Festival of 
India in Goa to be held from 
November 20 to 28 in Goa. 

The festival’s flagship section, 
which showcases a selection of 
contemporary Indian feature and 
non-feature films, will be opened by 
Abhishek Shah’s Gujarati movie, 
Hellaro, which won the best film at 
the 66th National Film Awards, in 
the feature category. Ashish 
Pandey’s Nooreh, which follows a 
young girl whose life is disrupted by 
daily crossfire at the India-Pakistan 
border in Kashmir, will open the 
non-feature category. 


The Panorama section’s jury was 
headed by filmmaker and 
screenwriter Priyadarshan (feature) 
and documentary filmmaker 


Rajendra Janglay (non-feature) this 
year. Other feature films include Lijo 
Jose Pellissery’s Malayalam film, 
Jalliklcattu, which premiered at the 


Toronto International Film Festival 
last month; Pradip Kurbah’s Khasi 
film, Iewduh; and Manju Borah’s 
Pangchenpa film, In The Land Of 
Poison Women. 

Mr. Javadekar said that this 
edition’s highlight will be screening 
of films with audio description for 
the visually impaired. He also 
announced that Russia will be the 
partner country of the festival this 
year. Israel was the country in focus 
last year. 

“Since this is the 50th year of the 
festival, we will also showcase a few 
films that were made in India more 
than five decades ago,” said Mr. 
Javadekar. Celebrating Amitabh 
Bachchan’s acting repertoire with 
the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, the 
festival will also present a 
retrospective of seven to eight films, 
spanning the actor’s five-decade- 
long career. 
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Uranium plant polluting 
water, say A.P. leaders 

KADAPA 

Leaders of the Opposition 
parties in Andhra Pradesh 
who visited the Uranium 
Corporation of India's plant in 
Pulivendula (represented by 
Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy in the 
Assembly) in Kadapa district 
on Sunday, called the plant a 
’'major pollutant." The team 
Led by Kalava Srinivasulu and 
Bhuma Akhila Priya of the 
TDP and CPI Leader K. 
Ramakrishna said the plant 
had polluted groundwater. 

Chiranjeevi unveils 
statue of actor SVR 

IADEPALLIGUDEM 

Actor K. Chiranjeevi unveiled 
a bronze statue of veteran 
actor Samaria Venkata Ranga 
Rao (popularly known as S.V. 
Ranga Rao or SVR), here in 
the West Godavari district of 
Andhra Pradesh on Sunday. 
The nine-foot statue was 
installed at the Housing 
Board Colony. Apart from 
thousands of fans, Narsap- 
uram MP Raghuram Krishnam 
Raju and other Leaders were 
present. Mr. Chiranjeevi said 
Ranga Rao was known for his 
great performance and 
dialogue delivery. 

Kerala govt, to go after 
Maradu architects 

KOCHI 

The Kerala government has 
drawn up complaints against 
four architects who designed 
the four illegal apartments at 
Maradu here, which the 
Supreme Court has ordered to 
be pulled down for violating 
the Coastal Regulation Zone 
(CRZ) guidelines. Complaints 
will be preferred against the 
architects with the the 
Council of Architecture, a 
statutory body formed under 
the Architects Act 1972. 

The State would seek 
suspension of their licences 
and membership from 
the council. 


Two trainee pilots killed as 
aircraft crashes in Telangana 

Flight caught in heavy rain crashed into cotton fields near Sultanpur village 



The aircraft that crashed on the outskirts of a village in 
Telangana's Vikarabad district on Sunday, -special arrangement 


RAVI REDDY 

HYDERABAD 

Two trainee pilots were 
killed when their trainer air¬ 
craft crashed into a cotton 
field on the outskirts of Sul¬ 
tanpur village in Telangana’s 
Vikarabad district, 100 km 
from the State capital, on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The victims were identi¬ 
fied as Prakash Vishal from 
Bihar and Amanpreet Kaur 
from Punjab, both aged 21. 

The four-seater trainer 
aircraft belonging to Wings 
Aviation Private Limited, op¬ 
erating out of the Old Airport 
at Begumpet in Hyderabad, 
crashed due to bad weather. 
“It was raining heavily in the 
area and the aircraft appa¬ 
rently nosedived into the 
farm belonging to Bantu Ba- 
lakrishna,” Bantawaram SI 
Venkateswarulu said. 

“The aircraft first hit the 
ground and then dragged for 
some time. Wreckage of the 
aircraft was found spread ov¬ 


er a radius of 100 yards. Its 
two occupants died on the 
spot. Their bodies were lying 
close to the scene of the 
crash,” Vikarabad District 


Collector Ayesha Masrat 
Khanam told The Hindu. 

The locals of Sultanpur 
were the first to reach the 
spot in pouring rain. They 


scouted the cotton fields and 
found the bodies and the 
wreckage of the aircraft. 

On receiving information, 
the police arrived and cor¬ 
doned off the area. The avia¬ 
tion academy in Hyderabad 
was informed; its founder Y. 
Prabhakar Reddy rushed to 
the crash site. 

Knee-deep slush 

Vikarabad Superintendent 
of Police M. Narayana and 
Ms. Khanam oversaw the re¬ 
trieval of the bodies. It was 
still raining heavily. Police 
personnel and the medical 
team from the Marpally 
Primary Health Centre 
found it difficult to wade 
through knee-deep slush to 
the accident spot, the police 
said. The post-mortem was 
conducted at the crash site 
itself. Later, the bodies were 
handed over to Mr. Reddy. 

Mr. Reddy said the ill-fat¬ 
ed Cessna 172 was fit for fly¬ 
ing with no technical issues. 


KCR sacks 50,000 striking bus staff 

Telangana CM says there will be no further talks; calls for speedy recruitment 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HYDERABAD 

Toughening his stand 
against the striking em¬ 
ployees of the State-owned 
Telangana State Road Tran¬ 
sport Corporation (TSRTC), 
Chief Minister K. Chandra¬ 
sekhar Rao on Sunday said 
the government will not 
compromise under any cir¬ 
cumstances and there would 
be no further talks with the 
striking unions. 

The employees began 
their indefinite strike on Sa¬ 
turday, demanding, among 
other things, merger of the 


TSRTC with the government. 

The government said a 
firm no to taking back the 
employees who did not join 
duty before the deadline it 
set. “There are just 1,200 
employees left in the TSRTC 
as of now,” Mr. Rao said, 
even as about 50,000 em¬ 
ployees continued their 
strike for the second consec¬ 
utive day, disrupting bus ser¬ 
vices across the State. 

The Chief Minister direct¬ 
ed the officials to hire 2,500 
buses as an immediate mea¬ 
sure while another 4,114 
private buses could be de¬ 


ployed as stage carriers. Offi¬ 
cials were already holding 
discussions with the private 
managements in this regard. 

Mr. Rao, who held a re¬ 
view meeting, termed the 
employees’ decision a “se¬ 
rious mistake” and said 
there was no question of 
merger of the TSRTC with 
the government. 

“The government is firm 
against yielding to blackmail 
tactics and is not willing to 
tolerate indiscipline.” 

The Chief Minister wanted 
the officials to speed up re¬ 
cruitment of drivers and said 


only such employees who 
gave an undertaking that 
they would not join union 
activities should be given ap¬ 
pointments. 

Stir will continue: JAC 

The TSRTC Joint Action 
Committee announced that 
it would continue the strike 
come what may. Speaking to 
The Hindu, JAC leader K. Raji 
Reddy from TSRTC Em¬ 
ployees’ Union said: “Nowh¬ 
ere in the world have 50,000 
employees been removed. 
But we are not afraid. We 
will take legal recourse.” 


More arrests likely in 
Kerala serial murder case 

Police team investigating 20 contacts of prime suspect 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOZHIKODE 

More arrests are likely in the 
Kerala serial murder case as 
the Crime Branch is investi¬ 
gating 20 more persons who 
reportedly maintained close 
connections with Jolly Sha- 
ju, the prime suspect in the 
murders of her in-laws, hus¬ 
band and three relatives bet¬ 
ween 2002 and 2016 at the 
Koodathayi village in Kozhi¬ 
kode. 

The suspects also include 
some family members who 
were reportedly aware that 
the deaths occurred due to 
deliberate poisoning. 

Ms. Shaju allegedly poi¬ 
soned them to death with 
cyanide to grab their proper¬ 
ty and marry another man. 

Crime Branch sources 
said Ms. Shaju and two oth¬ 
ers - M.S. Mathew and P. 
Prajikumar - were formally 
arrested after interrogating 
about 200 people in the 
area. Hundreds of phone 
calls were scientifically ana¬ 
lysed with the support of 
cyber cell experts to find the 
leads. 

The available photo¬ 
graphs and video footage of 
all the six deaths in the fami¬ 
ly were also collected to 
check the presence of others 
who may be involved. 

Party workers involved? 

A few active political party 
workers are also under the 
scanner of the police. Two of 
them who were very close to 
Ms. Shaju were served not¬ 
ice to appear before the 
Crime Branch team for re¬ 
cording their statement. 

Sources said the political 
party leaders were suspect¬ 
ed of using their influence to 
cover up the incident. The 
house of one of the party 
leaders had been inspected 
by the Crime Branch squad 
for gathering evidence. 


Along with the murder 
case, the involvement of 
some suspects in forging 
documents to grab the pro¬ 
perty of the murder victims 
too would be investigated. 

Soon after the probe was 
relaunched into the sensa¬ 
tional case by the Crime 
Branch, there were suspect¬ 
ed attempts by some of the 
other family members to div¬ 
ert the direction of the 
probe and influence the 
complainant to withdraw 
the petition. 

An officer attached to the 
Crime Branch said they re¬ 
quired more incriminating 
evidence, including the fo¬ 
rensic examination reports, 
to scientifically prove the in¬ 
volvement of Ms. Shaju in 
the death of five members in 
the family. 

As of now, her active role 
was evident only in the case 
of murder of her ex-hus¬ 
band, he said. 

House sealed 

The Crime Branch will soon 
move the Thamarassery Jud¬ 
icial First Class Magistrate 
Court seeking the police cus¬ 
tody of the three suspects 
who were remanded in judi¬ 
cial custody on Saturday. 

The house where Jolly 
Shaju lived along with her 
new husband Shaju after the 


deaths was sealed by the 
police. 

Bid to shift papers 

It was put under surveil¬ 
lance as Mr. Shaju apparent¬ 
ly tried to move some docu¬ 
ments from the house to 
another location. 

There could have been 
property documents in the 
bundle, since the police had 
found that there were se¬ 
rious property disputes 
within the family, and may 
have led to the murders. 

Crime Branch sources 
said they would again inter¬ 
rogate Mr. Shaju to verify his 
claim that he was not aware 
of the role played by his wife 
in the murder of six persons, 
including his former wife 
and child. Though he was ta¬ 
ken into custody on Satur¬ 
day for interrogation, he was 
later allowed to go. Accord¬ 
ing to police sources, he had 
seemed unaffected by the 
death of his former wife Sily 
and child Alphine. 

Though M.S. Mathew and 
P. Prajikumar were arrested 
on suspicion that they ar¬ 
ranged cyanide for Ms. Sha¬ 
ju, police sources said they 
were not directly involved in 
the murders. During the in¬ 
terrogation, they claimed 
that the woman secured cya¬ 
nide for killing a dog. 



Grim reminder: The house at Kozhikode's Koodathayi village, 
where three of the murders took place, -special arrangement 


Activists send another 
letter to PM in protest 

Is it anti-national to seek steps to check mob lynching?’ 



In defence: Civil society activists releasing an open letter to 
PM Narendra Modi in Kalaburagi on Sunday, -arun kulkarni 


STAFF REPORTER 

KALABURAGI 

To register their protest 
against sedition charges 
slapped against 49 eminent 
personalities - including 
historian Ramchandra Gu- 
ha, actor Aparna Sen and 
filmmakers Mani Ratnam 
and Adoor Gopalakrishnan 
- for expressing concern in 
an open letter to Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi over 
growing incidents of mob 
Lynching, civil society acti¬ 
vists and intellectuals here 
in Karnataka have written a 
similar letter to the PM. 

The letter, signed by K. 
Neela, Mahesh Rathod, Ar- 
jun Bhadre, Maruti Gokhale, 
Kashinath Ambalagi, Maula 
Mulla and others, was sym¬ 
bolically released to the me¬ 
dia here on Sunday. 

“Is urging the Prime Mi¬ 
nister to take measures to 


prevent mob lynching and 
ensure rule of law an anti-na¬ 
tional activity? The celebrat¬ 
ed intellectuals and scho¬ 
lars, who have contributed a 
great deal in their own fields 
to make India proud, have 
demanded the very same 
thing that India’s Constitu¬ 
tion guarantees to every citi¬ 
zen. If that is an anti-national 


activity, most of the people 
in this country, including we 
who have signed this letter 
to Prime Minister, would be 
anti-national,” Ms. Neela 
said. 

“The Constitution has gi¬ 
ven us the right to question 
authority whenever we feel 
that it is doing wrong,” Kash¬ 
inath Ambalagi said. 


Mysuru gears up for grand Dasara finale 


Jamboo Savari by Arjuna and 11 other elephants will bring down the curtain on 10-day Nada Habba 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MYSURU 

The stage is set for the grand 
finale of Mysuru Dasara with 
the caparisoned elephants 
all geared up for Jamboo Sa¬ 
vari to mark Vijayadashmi on 
Tuesday.. 

This will be followed by 
the torchlight parade and a 
display of equestrian events 
by the police personnel at 
Bannimantap Grounds, 
which will bring down the 
curtain on the 409th edition 
of the Mysuru Dasara. 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa will per¬ 
form the puja to the Nandi 
Dhwaja between 2.15 p.m. 
and 2.58 p.m., after which 
the procession with the ele¬ 
phants and the tableaux will 
roll out. 

Elephant Arjuna with the 
golden howdah will begin his 
march between 4.31 p.m. 
and 4.57 p.m. to bring the 
curtain down on the 10-day 
Nada Habba. 



Awash with colours: The illuminated K.R. Circle in Mysuru on Sunday, -m.a.sriram 


15-year-old has a thriller to his name 

Kerala school student publishes novel based on a U.S. military project 


HIRA N UNNIKRISHNAN 

KOTTAYAM 

Edward Brooks and John 
Doe are on an intriguing 
mission for the United States 
in the post-Cold War era. 

The agent-scientist duo, 
associated with the Central 
Intelligence Agency, exhibits 
youth-like agility, while at 
times, they sound youthfully 
mischievous too. Probably 
because they are fictional 
characters created by a 
writer even younger to 
them. 

These two U.S. citizens 
are the central characters of 
the English crime fiction 
Shroud of the Devil, 
authored by Adith Tom 
Alex, a Class 10 student 
from Kanjirappally in 
Kerala’s Kottayam district. 




Adith Tom Alex, 15, with his 
thriller Shroud of the Devil. 


The novel revolves around 
the Stargate Project of the 
U.S. and runs into 287 
pages. 

Adith, the head boy of St. 
Antony’s School, Anakallu, 
had developed a deep 
interest in English novels 



from a young age. Innate 
writing skills, coupled with a 
fertile imagination, put the 
youngster firm on the 
writer’s path. From short 
stories to blogs, he tried his 
hand at everything. 

Within a year 

The storyline of his first 
novel was developed over a 
year while he spent just over 
a couple of months to finish 
the plot. “It just evolved. I 
combined my research, 
historical understanding, 
and imagination to draw the 
readers into the setting and 
experience the characters,” 
he says. 

The turning point came 
when Fr. Michael 
Anakallingal, former 
principal of the Mary Giri 



Higher Secondary School in 
Koothattukulam, chanced 
upon the synopsis of his 
novel. Encouraged by his 
feedback, Adith’s parents, 
Alex Tom and Siji Sebastian, 
kept him on the right track. 

A week ago, Adith’s first 
novel was released. K. 
Jayakumar, former Chief 
Secretary and former Vice 
Chancellor of Malayalam 
University, released the 
novel at a function. 

Another fiction, set in 
rural Kerala, is already in 
the works. “The outline of 
the next novel The Vial of 
Infinite Hatred is being 
prepared. I hope to finish it 
by December,” he says. The 
second novel will be 
followed up with a sequel to 
his first work, next year. 



Death of four-year-old was 
not due to assault, say police 

Autopsy reveals that she died of pneumonia, meningitis 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOLLAM 

The police registering a case 
of unnatural death following 
the sudden demise of a four- 
year-old in Kerala had sent 
media into a frenzy on Sun¬ 
day with speculation of 
physical assault doing 
rounds till late evening. 

The girl was first taken to 
the Government Medical 
College, Kollam, around 9 
a.m. in a critical condition 
with symptoms of fever and 
had beating marks on her 
legs, leading to suspicion of 
torture. 

Diya, daughter of Deepu 
and Ramya from Chirakkal 
in Parippally, died on her 
way to the Thiruvananthap- 



We noticed beating 
marks on her leg 
and intimated the 
police. It’s a usual 
procedure 

HABEEBNASEEM 

Deputy Medical Superintendent 

uram Medical College. 

Diya’s aunt’s statements 
to the media about the girl 
vomiting blood and the pre¬ 
sence of old injuries in her 
body added to the assump¬ 
tions of assault. But the au¬ 
topsy at Thiruvananthapu- 
ram revealed pneumonia 
and meningitis as the cause 
of death. 

“Contrary to media re¬ 
ports we have not filed any 
case against the parents as 


per the Juvenile Justice Act,” 
said Kollam District Police 
Chief P.K.Madhu. 

According to hospital 
authorities, the girl was 
drowsy with low blood pres¬ 
sure. “We noticed beating 
marks on her leg and inti¬ 
mated the police as they do 
not corroborate with the 
symptoms of her disease. It’s 
a usual procedure and that 
does not mean that the 
death was caused by the 
beating. Her mother said the 
child was beaten with a stick 
when she refused to have 
food. Our primary diagnosis 
was viral hemorrhagic fev¬ 
er,” said Habeeb Naseem, 
Deputy Medical Superinten¬ 
dent. 



‘Centre will 
help Indians 
stuck in Saudi’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THRISSUR 

Union Minister of State for 
External Affairs V. Mura- 
leedharan has said that the 
Centre will intervene to 
help Indian workers 
stranded in labour camps 
in Saudi Arabia. The Minis¬ 
ter promised the support 
at a meeting held with K.V. 
Adbul Khader, MLA, chair¬ 
man of the Assembly Com¬ 
mittee for Pravasi Welfare, 
at Guruvayur on Sunday. 

More than 600 Indians, 
including 70 from Kerala, 
are languishing in Saudi la¬ 
bour camps without food, 
wages or drugs, the MLA 
said. They worked in com¬ 
panies that faced action for 
not implementing the Nita- 
qat law that makes it man¬ 
datory to hire local labour. 
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'Stalin's remarks amount 
to contempt of court' 

:hennai 

AIADMK Radhapuram MLA 
I.S. Inbadurai on Sunday said 
DMK president M.K. Stalin's 
remarks hinting at the result 
of the recount of postal and 
certain EVM votes polled in 
Radhapuram in 2016 would 
amount to contempt of court. 
Mr. Stalin had cited social 
posts, which claimed DMK 
candidate Appavu had won in 
the recount of votes. 

NHA, Google join hands 
to strengthen AB-PMJAY 

NEW DELHI 

The National Health Authority 
has signed a Statement of 
Intent with Google to 
strengthen the 
implementation of the 
Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. The 
NHA, in a release, added that 
Google would help provide 
training to NHA personnel to 
build their digital skills. 

Two coaches of train 
derail in Uttar Pradesh 

NEW DELHI 

Two coaches of the Lucknow- 
Anand Vihar train derailed 
near Moradabad station on 
Sunday, officials said. No 
injuries have been reported so 
far, Northern Railways PRO 
Deepak Kumar said. The fifth 
and eighth coach of the train 
derailed between Katgharand 
Moradabad stations at 10.15 
a.m., Mr. Kumar said, pti 

Govt, teacher suspended 
after viral smoking video 

5ITAPUR 

A teacher of a government 
school here in U.P. was 
suspended after a video 
purportedly showing him 
smoking in a classroom went 
viral on social media, a senior 
official said. Mr. Prakash was 
suspended on Saturday after 
his video went viral, District 
Basic Education Officer Ajay 
Kumar said, pti 


Police disrupt climate strike in Mumbai 


Volunteers seek declaration of climate emergency by govt., claim police warned them on Aarey 



Do or die: Activists and climate strike supporters taking part in a die-in protest as a part of the 
Global Climate Strike declaration in Mumbai, ■emmanualyogini 


STAFF REPORTER 

MUMBAI 

Barely 20 minutes after prot¬ 
esters gathered at Bandra Re¬ 
clamation on Sunday morn¬ 
ing, demanding that the 
government declare a cli¬ 
mate emergency, the police 
dispersed them. Many 
claimed the police warned 
them against bringing up the 
Aarey forest case. 

Organised by a volunteer- 
led group called Extinction 
Rebellion (XR), the agitators, 
that included school chil¬ 
dren and college students, 
planned a mock die-in. Fol¬ 
lowing the disruption, they 
shifted their venue to a near¬ 
by parking lot. 

XR has been in the news 
for its protests across the 
world. 

Last week, another chap¬ 
ter of the group had gathered 
in London, spilling red paint 
to resemble blood, and rais¬ 


ing a sign that read ‘stop 
funding climate death’. 

Unique protest 

In Mumbai, the group 
planned a more subtle prot¬ 
est with participants lying 
down pretending to be dead. 


“Policemen were already 
present before we reached 
the venue. We showed them 
our permission letters but 
they said no gathering would 
be allowed as Section 144 
was in force,” an XR volun¬ 
teer told The Hindu, adding 


the policemen also told them 
to refrain from discussing 
the Aarey issue. 

“We had a few students 
from Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences who had come 
down to talk about Aarey. 
But they had to go back due 


to the police diktat,” he said. 

The group had initially 
planned to march to Aarey 
colony following the Bandra 
protest. But, they had to can¬ 
cel it in view of the police ac¬ 
tion against the protesters 
who assembled at Aarey. 
“We did not want to risk the 
safety of the people,” the vo¬ 
lunteer said. 

To approach Mayor 

The volunteer also said they 
will approach the Mayor to 
demand a declaration of cli¬ 
mate crisis in Mumbai. The 
group has planned similar 
events in other cities. 

A press statement from 
XR said they are a group 
standing up for Indian assets 
that matter to all Indians 
first, and specifically Mum¬ 
baikars. “It’s quite shocking 
to see authorities intervene 
for a planned event on cli¬ 
mate change,” he said. 


Yes Bank files complaint 
to tackle fake news 

‘Rumours being spread on WhatsApp’ 


Supreme Court Bench to 
hear Aarey forest case today 

Authorities killing the lungs of Mumbai, says letter to SC 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court will on 
Monday hear a plea against 
felling of 2,646 trees at the 
Aarey colony by the Mumbai 
Metro Rail Corporation Li¬ 
mited (MMRCL) to make way 
for a Metro car shed. 

On Sunday, the top court 
received a letter from a dele¬ 
gation of law students 
against the axing of trees in 
the Aarey forest. 

The top court decided to 
pursue it as a public interest 
litigation (PIL) and constitut¬ 
ed a “Special Bench” to hear 
the case. 



The top court received a 
letter from law students ■ ap 


The MMRCL began axing 
the trees from Friday night, 
hours after the Bombay High 
Court had rejected a bunch 
of petitions by NGOs and ac¬ 


tivists against the felling of 
trees in the prime green area 
of the city. 

Following protests, the 
Mumbai police have im¬ 
posed Section 144 in and 
around Aarey and also ar¬ 
rested around 29 green acti¬ 
vists. 

The law students, in their 
letter, had appealed for ur¬ 
gent hearing by the top 
court, contending that “part 
of Aarey will be cleared with 
all trees axed leading to irre¬ 
vocable loss”. 

The 29 activists were on 
Sunday granted bail by a ho¬ 
liday court. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Yes Bank, a private sector 
lender, has lodged a com¬ 
plaint with the Mumbai pol¬ 
ice and the cybercell against 
dissemination of fake news 
and rumours on social me¬ 
dia about the bank’s financ¬ 
es. 

“Yes Bank has requested 
the authorities to form a 
multi-disciplinary team of 
experts for detecting the ori¬ 
gin of the fake news and as¬ 
sess the short-sell positions, 
held either directly or indi¬ 
rectly by such accused per¬ 
sons,” the bank said in a 
statement. 

It said some miscreants 


were spreading false infor¬ 
mation and malicious ru¬ 
mours on WhatsApp and 
other social media plat¬ 
forms to create panic among 
its depositors. 

Yes Bank shares came un¬ 
der pressure recently after 
promoters sold shares and 
lenders invoked pledged 
shares. 

“The messages attempt to 
show the bank in a poor 
light, and are intended to 
tarnish the bank’s image in 
the eyes of its depositors, 
stakeholders and the pu¬ 
blic,” the private sector len¬ 
der said, adding it remained 
committed to protecting the 
interest of all stakeholders. 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 


Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over central Maharashtra, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Tripura. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

....2.9.. 

..34.7.. 

..25.2 

Kozhikode. 

.... 1.4.. 

..33.1.. 

..24.6 

Ahmedabad.... 


..32.9.. 

..23.7 

Kurnool. 

.... 2.2.. 

..33.1.. 

..24.5 

Aizawl. 


..28.2.. 

..19.1 

Lucknow. 


..33.1.. 

..23.4 

Allahabad. 


..33.1.. 

..24.0 

Madurai. 


..34.8.. 

..25.0 

Bengaluru. 

....0.4.. 

..28.7.. 

..20.6 

Mangaluru. 

.... 0.5.. 

..32.5.. 

..23.0 

Bhopal. 


..31.7.. 

..21.6 

Mumbai. 


..33.0.. 

..23.5 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..34.7.. 

..23.6 

Mysuru. 

.. 11.4.. 

..30.1.. 

..20.2 

Chandigarh .... 


..31.0.. 

..19.0 

New Delhi. 


..32.6.. 

..21.1 

Chennai. 


..33.5.. 

..27.2 

Patna . 


..33.4.. 

..25.3 

Coimbatore.... 


..34.0.. 

..23.2 

Port Blair. 

.... 5.6.. 

..32.2.. 

..24.1 

Dehradun. 


..32.2.. 

..18.7 

Puducherry. 


..33.3.. 

..23.9 

Gangtok. 


..21.2.. 

..16.1 

Pune. 

.... 2.5.. 

..31.2.. 

..20.0 

Goa. 

....2.9.. 

..32.5.. 

..23.0 

Raipur. 

.... 7.2.. 

..32.0.. 

..25.2 

Guwahati. 


..34.0.. 

..23.3 

Ranchi. 

.... 0.5.. 

..30.0.. 

..22.0 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.... 5.5.. 

..22.2.. 

..19.4 

Hyderabad. 

.... 2.2.. 

..30.6.. 

..22.4 

Shimla. 


..22.6.. 

..12.8 

Imphal. 

.... 2.4.. 

..29.8.. 

..19.7 

Srinagar. 


..21.7.. 

....8.6 

Jaipur. 



..21.8 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 1.2.. 

..32.7.. 

..23.9 

Kochi. 

.. 37.6.. 

..31.4.. 

..24.4 

Tiruchi. 

. 

. 

..25.2 

Kohima. 


..23.6.. 

..15.8 

Vijayawada. 


..34.1.. 

..24.5 

Kolkata . 

....0.7.. 

..33.1.. 

..26.6 

Visakhapatnam. 


..32.4.. 

..26.6 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


Ahmedabad. 

127 

159 

113 

. 122 

Bengaluru. 

.08 

.65 

.74 


Chennai. 

.03 

.28 

.45 

.143 

Delhi. 

.06 

102 

.32 

.120 

Hyderabad. 

.04 

.22 

.25 

.106 

Kolkata. 

.11 

.53 

.15 

. 141 

Lucknow. 

.03 

.20 

.54 

.175 

Mumbai. 

.06 

.31 

111 

...42 

Pune. 

.86 

.08 

.67 

...79 

Visakhapatnam 

.38 

.62 

.29 

...54 


.108 

.124 


.210 


.113 


...59 

...75 

...99 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Kalyan, 
Maharashtra recorded an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 249 
indicating a dangerous 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Eloor, Kerala 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 33. 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PMIO: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


+ PMC case: ED seizes private 
jet cars of HDIL promoters 


Former PMC Bank chairman sent to custody till Oct. 9 


ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
[NDO -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate (ED) has seized the priv¬ 
ate jet and cars of the Hous¬ 
ing Development 

infrastructure Limited 
(HDIL) promoters in connec¬ 
tion with the Punjab and 
Maharashtra Cooperative 
(PMC) Bank case. 

The law enforcement 
agency had raided the pre¬ 
mises of HDIL promoters on 
Friday. 

The promoters of the 
debt-ridden HDIL Rakesh 
and Sarang Wadhawan, who 
are accused in the scam, 
were sent to police custody 
till October 9. 

The duo was arrested af- 



Rakesh Wadhawan 


ter they failed to cooperate 
during the investigation. 

According to police, PMC 
bank officials gave loans to 
HDIL between 2008 and 
2019, despite no repayment 
of the previous loans. 

An FIR was registered un¬ 
der various sections of the 
Indian Penal Code, includ¬ 


ing criminal breach of trust, 
cheating, and forgery. 

Ex-chairman arrested 

A Mumbai magistrate on 
Sunday remanded the form¬ 
er chairman of PMC Bank, S. 
Waryam Singh, to police cus¬ 
tody till October 9, officials 
said. 

Waryam Singh, who was 
nabbed by the Economic Of¬ 
fences Wing of the Mumbai 
police from his hiding place 
in Mahim late on Saturday, 
was produced before the Es¬ 
planade magistrate court on 
Sunday. 

The police said that he 
will be interrogated for his 
prima facie involvement in 
the alleged ?4,355 crore 
fraud case concerning HDIL. 


Elderly artist, gardener 
found dead in Goa 

Woman murdered by the gardener 


INDO -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

PANAJI 

A 65-year-old Goa-based ar¬ 
tist, Shireen Mody, and her 
gardener were found dead 
on Sunday, the police said. 

According to the police, 
Mody was allegedly mur¬ 
dered by the gardener, who 
later succumbed to his inju¬ 
ries caused by a fall while he 
was trying to run away from 
the scene of crime. 

Ms. Mody, formerly from 
Mumbai, was running an art 
studio in Arpora village in 
North Goa district, where 
the incident took place on 
Sunday afternoon. 

“She was assaulted by her 
gardener Prafulla, who hails 
from Assam. After hitting 
her with a heavy weapon in 
the storeroom of her house, 


he tried to run away but was 
injured after a fall,” said 
Navlesh Dessai, Inspector 
in-charge of the Anjuna pol¬ 
ice station. Prafulla later 
succumbed to his injuries, 
Mr. Navlesh added. 

While Ms. Mody was pro¬ 
nounced dead at the Goa 
Medical College near here, 
Prafulla was taken to a local 
district hospital where he 
was also declared dead. 
Both the bodies have been 
sent for post-mortem. 

Mr. Dessai said that CCTV 
footage recorded at the resi¬ 
dence of the deceased artist 
showed the gardener run¬ 
ning away from the scene of 
crime. 

A case of murder has 
been registered at the Anju¬ 
na police station. 


‘RERA Act applicable to plots 
sold under industrial project’ 

Tribunal’s ruling wins the approval of property consultants 


SANJA Y VIJAYAKUMAR 

CHENNAI 

The Tamil Nadu Real Estate 
Appellate Tribunal 

(TNREAT) has upheld a rul¬ 
ing by the Tamil Nadu Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority 
(TNRERA) that projects such 
as SEZ and estates involving 
sale of industrial plots to in¬ 
vestors come under the pur¬ 
view of the Real Estate Regu¬ 
latory Authority (RERA) Act. 

The verdict comes in the 
case of GMR Krishnagiri SIR 
Ltd, which is establishing a 
special economic zone in 
Hosur, Krishagiri district. 

According to official 
sources, RERA does not ex¬ 
empt sale of industrial plots 
from the definition of the 
Act. Maharashtra and Tamil 


Nadu have adopted this defi¬ 
nition. 

Such industrial projects, 
which came after the imple¬ 
mentation of the Act, should 
be registered. 

Joint-venture project 

GMR had entered into a 
memorandum of under¬ 
standing with the Tamil Na¬ 
du Industrial Development 
Corporation Ltd (TIDCO) to 
develop the project as a joint 
venture with an infrastruc¬ 
ture development company 
under the public-private 
partnership model. 

It sought an opinion from 
the TNRERA on the applica¬ 
bility of RERA for the pro¬ 
ject. It got a response that 
the project should be regis¬ 


tered with the TNRERA. 

Against this, the company 
moved the TNREAT, which 
noted that TIDCO entered 
into an MoU by way of facili¬ 
tating the company to do a 
real estate business for the 
purpose of selling industrial 
plots. 

“The entire act and legis¬ 
lative history clearly men¬ 
tioned the sale of plots, 
apartments etc. Therefore, 
the very purpose of the 
enactment is only for regula¬ 
tion of sale of plots and 
apartments and not for any 
other purpose. Hence, 
TNRERA has rightly pointed 
out that the Act has not diffe¬ 
rentiated plots into housing 
plots, commercial plots or 
industrial plots,” it noted. 


Burst of creativity at Kolkata Durga pandals 

NRC, fake news, Balakot air strike — organisers tackle diverse themes to woo devotees 



Festive mode: A marquee made of bamboo during Durga Puja 
celebrations in Kolkata. ■rajeevbhatt 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLKATA 

Diverse, unique, and thought- 
provoking and with myriad 
themes such as the National 
Register of Citizens, fake 
news, and Balakot air strike, 
the Durga Puja marquees 
(pandals) have come alive in 
Kolkata this autumn. 

Almost 3,000 community 
Durga Pujas are organised in 
the State capital and another 
25,000 in the districts and 
every Puja organiser is trying 
to do something different 
through themes, lightings and 
decorations all aimed at 
wooing the people to their 
pandal. 

While a Durga Puja pandal 
at Vivekananda Sarbojanin 
Durgotsav has tried to tackle 
the subject of evolution of 
news and of how fake news 
reaches the public, the 
organisers at Young Boys Club 
Sarbojanin Durga Puja have 
created scenes from the 
Balakot air strike, where along 



with models of IAF jets, there 
is a life-size model of IAF pilot 
Wing Commander 
Abhinandan Varthaman. 

The Rajdanga Naba Uday 
Sangha has tried to bring to 
the fore what is emerging as 
the most politically sensitive 
issue in the State, the NRC 
exercise in Assam. Refugees 
have been described and 
badminton rackets - 



representing two countries - 
have been slotted in front of 
the pandal. The community 
Puja organisers have also 
tried to bring alive various 
monuments such as the 
golden temple of Amritsar 
revered by Sikhs at the 
Bhowanipore Baish Palli 
Northern Park. At 
Kharagpur’s Netaji Byamagar 
of West Midnapore, an 



attempt has been made to 
replicate the model of ancient 
Egypt, whereas at the 
Kumartuli Park Sarbojanin 
Durgotsav Committee, in 
north Kolkata the theme is 
related to space and the extra¬ 
terrestrial intergalactic 
connections. 

When it comes to spectacle 
and grandeur only a few can 
match the Santosh Mitra 
Square Durga Puja that has 
installed a 13 feet tall idol of 
the Goddess at an estimated 
cost ofUO crore. 

Organisers have not 
shunned themes of social 
inclusion and highlighted the 
marginalisation of the third 
gender. At Dum Dum Tarun 
Dal, a song “tumi delcho nari 
pusush, ami delchi sudhui 
manush” (you see only man 
and woman, but I see only the 
human) floated with reference 
to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
love for Lord Krishna, and the 
various taboos associated 
with the third gender. 



Gang-rape survivor 
commits suicide 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUZAFFARNAGAR 

A gang-rape survivor 
committed suicide on 
Saturday at Behdi in Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh by hanging 
herself from the ceiling 
of her house after being 
allegedly harassed by 
her assaulters to with¬ 


draw the case against 
them, police said. 

The 24-year-old wo¬ 
man had written the 
names of the accused 
on her hand before 
committing suicide, 
police said. She was 
raped by three men a 
year ago, they added. 
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Sedition annoyance 

The lower judiciary should not act reflexively 
on frivolous, politically motivated complaints 

T he registration of a case of sedition against 49 
prominent citizens at a police station in Bihar’s 
Muzaffarpur for writing an open letter in July to 
the Prime Minister has caused understandable outrage. 
There was nothing in the appeal, which asks for steps to 
stop lynching and other hate crimes, especially in the 
name of religion, that even vaguely connoted an at¬ 
tempt to promote disaffection or any prejudice to na¬ 
tional integration. In these polarised times, it is not sur¬ 
prising that a lawyer took it upon himself to initiate 
criminal proceedings against the film-makers, artists 
and writers such as Shyam Benegal, Adoor Gopalak- 
rishnan, Aparna Sen and Ramachandra Guha for sign¬ 
ing the open appeal on a matter of public concern. That 
a chief judicial magistrate had taken this vexatious com¬ 
plaint on file and directed the police to register an FIR is 
perplexing. Magistrates indeed have the power to order 
a police investigation into cognisable offences. And the 
Supreme Court has, in Lalita Kumari vs. Uttar Pradesh 
(2013), laid down that registration of an FIR is mandato¬ 
ry if information received by the police discloses a cog¬ 
nisable offence, and that in some cases, a preliminary 
enquiry may be conducted before the FIR is registered. 
However, in this case, it is quite astounding how the 
court or the police could conclude that the contents 
were seditious or indicative of any other offence. 

While private complaints targeting public figures are 
not unusual, courts should not, without sufficient 
cause, indulge the motivated outrage of litigious com¬ 
plainants. Superior courts do intervene to quell at¬ 
tempts by those claiming to be offended by some re¬ 
mark or public statements, but it is time the lower 
judiciary stopped acting reflexively on frivolous com¬ 
plaints. Surely, the court should have been aware of the 
ongoing national debate on retaining sedition as an of¬ 
fence under the IPC’s Section 124A and growing de¬ 
mand for its abrogation. The pervasive disregard for pu¬ 
blic opinion against the indiscriminate use of the 
sedition provision is disappointing enough. It is worse if 
the magistracy disregards Supreme Court judgments 
that say sedition is attracted only if there is incitement 
to violence, and does not apply to statements that con¬ 
tain mere opinions, howsoever strong they may be. It is 
unfortunate that the court did not see that the com¬ 
plaint was nothing more than a political counterblast to 
what the complainant saw as criticism of the Prime Mi¬ 
nister. One can only hope that the Patna High Court 
puts an end to this farcical attempt to use the judiciary 
for political ends, and also examine how its supervisory 
powers can be used to sensitise the magistracy to the 
constitutional provisions protecting free speech. 

Best friends for now 

India and Bangladesh share a great 
relationship, but areas of concern remain 

F requent meetings between neighbours are hall¬ 
marks of a strong friendship, and Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s four-day India vi¬ 
sit, the first full bilateral meeting since both countries 
went to polls, marks a new chapter between New Delhi 
and Dhaka. The two nations have come closer over a 
decade-long engagement that began with Ms. Hasina’s 
return to power in 2008, with an improvement in the 
strategic sphere, and alignment on regional and global 
issues, connectivity and trade. During this visit, the two 
countries have committed to upgrading port facilities, 
implementation of India’s under-utilised Lines of Cre¬ 
dit, a coastal surveillance system, and agreements on 
education, culture and youth. They will also coordinate 
better border management and counter-terror cooper¬ 
ation, and are also working on a regional trilateral ener¬ 
gy sharing arrangement with Bhutan. Mr. Modi and Ms. 
Hasina inaugurated three projects, which includes one 
for the availability of LPG to India. Where they have 
failed to make headway yet, despite many forward- 
looking paragraphs in the joint statement, is on river- 
water sharing agreements. Chief among them is the 
Teesta agreement, for which a framework agreement 
was inked in 2011, but which has not moved forward 
since, chiefly because of tensions between the Central 
and West Bengal governments. The long-pending up¬ 
grading of the Ganga-Padma barrage project, the draft 
framework of interim sharing agreements for six rivers 
- Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and Dudhku- 
mar - as well as the draft framework of interim sharing 
agreement of the Feni river are also pending. This task 
must not be taken lightly between two countries that 
share 54 transboundary rivers, and where water man¬ 
agement is key to prosperity, and often a source of ten¬ 
sions and humanitarian disasters. 

Growing concerns in Bangladesh over the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam are another source 
of tensions, and the government must not ignore ques¬ 
tions Ms. Hasina raised with Mr. Modi, in New York and 
New Delhi. While Bangladesh appears to have taken at 
face value the explanations by Mr. Modi and the Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister that the NRC is in its early stages, 
that it is a judicial process, and is at present an internal 
matter for India, it is worried by statements to the con¬ 
trary by Home Minister Amit Shah. Even in the past 
week, he has said that India will deport all non-citizens 
- he has often called them “termites” - and has taken 
credit for the NRC as a policy the government will pur¬ 
sue across the country, rather than a court-mandated 
process. The divergence in the two sets of statements 
proffered by New Delhi will ensure the issue gets raised 
again and again by Dhaka, and could cast a shadow over 
what one Bangladesh official otherwise described as 
the “best of the best” of ties between two neighbours. 


A Bill that undercuts key constitutional values 

There is ample evidence that the protection of minorities is not the genuine objective of the Citizenship Amendment Bill 



GAUTAM BHATIA 


L ast week, while speaking 
about implementing a Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens in 
West Bengal, Home Minister Amit 
Shah said, “I want to assure Hin¬ 
du, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist and Chris¬ 
tian refugees, you will not be 
forced to leave India by the 
Centre.” These words sparked an 
immediate backlash as Mr. Shah 
had evidently omitted one reli¬ 
gious community, Muslims, from 
his statement. But his statement 
was not merely a communal dog- 
whistle: he was echoing the provi¬ 
sions of the Citizenship Amend¬ 
ment Bill, which the previous Na¬ 
tional Democratic Alliance 
government introduced in Parlia¬ 
ment before the last election, but 
was unable to enact because of wi¬ 
despread protests in the North¬ 
east Indian States. Mr. Shah made 
it clear, however, that the new go¬ 
vernment would re-introduce, and 
pass, the Bill in the next parlia¬ 
mentary session, or soon 
thereafter. 

Umbrella Bill 

So, what is the Citizenship Amend¬ 
ment Bill? As its name suggests, it 
makes an amendment to the Citi¬ 
zenship Act, the umbrella law that 
sets out the elements of Indian citi¬ 
zenship. The Amendment stipu¬ 
lates that “persons belonging to 
minority communities, namely, 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians from Afghan¬ 
istan, Bangladesh and Pakistan... 
shall not be treated as illegal mi¬ 
grants for the purposes of that 
Act”. These individuals are made 
eligible for naturalisation as Indian 
citizens, and furthermore, the 
normal precondition for naturali¬ 


sation - having spent 12 years in 
the country - is halved to six 
years. In simple language, there¬ 
fore, the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill does two things: it shields a set 
of individuals from being declared 
illegal migrants (and, by exten¬ 
sion, shields them from detention 
or deportation); and it creates a 
fast-track to citizenship for these 
individuals. The problem, of 
course, is that it does so on an ex¬ 
plicitly communal basis: it categor¬ 
ically excludes Muslims from its 
ambit. The implications are clear: 
if the government goes ahead with 
its plan of implementing a nation¬ 
wide National Register of Citizens, 
then those who find themselves 
excluded from it will be divided in¬ 
to two categories: (predominant¬ 
ly) Muslims, who will now be 
deemed illegal migrants, and all 
others, who would have been 
deemed illegal migrants, but are 
now immunised by the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill, if they can show 
that their country of origin is Af¬ 
ghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakis¬ 
tan. 

The last bit is important, be¬ 
cause it shows that non-Muslims 
who are left out of a hypothetical 
nation-wide NRC will not imme¬ 
diately receive legal immunity, but 
will have to jump through further 
hoops before they are protected. 
That apart, however, the fact re¬ 
mains that by dividing (alleged) 
migrants into Muslims (but also, as 
we shall see below, Jews and ath¬ 
eists) and non-Muslims, the Citi¬ 
zenship Amendment Bill explicit¬ 
ly, and blatantly, seeks to enshrine 
religious discrimination into law, 
contrary to our long-standing, sec¬ 
ular constitutional ethos. 

Of course, neither the Bill nor 
the government directly admits 
that it is targeting Muslims. Both 
the text of the Bill and its ‘State¬ 
ment of Objects and Reasons’ ref¬ 
ers to “minority communities” 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. The logic appears to be 



that as these three countries are 
Muslim-majority, they may be sub¬ 
ject to persecution on account of 
their faith, and, therefore, need re¬ 
fuge in a country such as India. 

Flawed logic 

If that is the logic of the Bill, ho¬ 
wever, then it is so evidently 
flawed that it borders on irration¬ 
ality. First, as the PRS Legislative 
Research website points out, if the 
objective is the protection of mi¬ 
norities, then there is no explana¬ 
tion for why Jews and atheists (to 
take just two examples) have been 
left out. Second - and more im¬ 
portantly - there are Muslim reli¬ 
gious minorities within these 
countries who are subjected to 
grave and serious persecution: the 
classic example is that of the Ah- 
madis in Pakistan. And third, there 
is no explanation for why only 
these three countries have been 
singled out. Lately, the Rohingya 
community in Myanmar, another 
neighbouring country, has been 
subjected to prolonged persecu¬ 
tion, ethnic cleansing, and poten¬ 
tially genocide. However, the go¬ 
vernment has been openly hostile 
towards the Rohingyas and has 
even argued for their deportation 
before the Supreme Court. 

It is therefore evident that the 
protection of minorities is not the 
genuine objective of the Citizen¬ 
ship Amendment Bill: the gap bet¬ 


ween that stated objective and the 
actual text of the Bill is wide 
enough that a ship can sail 
through it. But if that is not the ob¬ 
jective, then there remains no con¬ 
ceivable justification for the lan¬ 
guage of the Bill: it is religious 
discrimination, plain and simple. 

Violating the Constitution 

Now, some people have argued 
that even if this is true. Article 15 of 
the Constitution - that bars reli¬ 
gious discrimination - applies on¬ 
ly to citizens. But what these argu¬ 
ments forget is Article 14 of the 
same Constitution, which guaran¬ 
tees to all persons equality before 
the law, and the equal protection 
of law. Discriminatory treatment 
and especially, discrimination that 
is arbitrary, and classifications that 
are unreasonable violate the es¬ 
sence of the equal treatment 
clause. A state that separates indi¬ 
viduals and treats them unequally 
on palpably arbitrary grounds vio¬ 
lates the prescription of Article 14, 
and the heart and soul of the In¬ 
dian Constitution: respecting the 
dignity of all. 

Beyond issues of strict constitu¬ 
tionality, there are other disturb¬ 
ing issues raised by the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill. The first is how it 
dramatically seeks to alter the ba¬ 
sis of citizenship in India. During 
the framing of the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion, it was agreed that the prim¬ 
ary basis for Indian citizenship 
would be jus soli - or, citizenship 
by birth (in the territory of India). 
Over the years this principle has 
been diluted to an extent, with citi¬ 
zenship by descent replacing jus 
soli in certain respects. The Bill, 
however, will be the first time that 
religion or ethnicity will be made 
the basis of citizenship. That 
would do grave damage to the very 
idea of India as an inclusive and di¬ 
verse polity, where religion has no 
bearing on who can become a full 
member of society. 

Second, the Citizenship Amend¬ 


ment Bill is closely linked to plans 
for a nationwide National Register 
of Citizens. The link was explicitly 
drawn by the Home Minister: that 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill is 
required to protect (predominant¬ 
ly) non-Muslims who are excluded 
from the NRC. 

Argument and reality 

However, apart from the now-pu¬ 
blic knowledge of how flawed the 
NRC process has been in Assam, 
there is a key question: why do we 
need to have a national NRC? Mr. 
Shah has stated that it is required 
for national security, and that In¬ 
dia cannot “run smoothly under 
the weight of so many intruders”. 
However, there is absolutely no 
evidence to suggest that there is a 
huge influx of illegal migrants into 
India: in fact, recent evidence sug¬ 
gests that the rate of migration has 
been declining. The Assam NRC 
arose out of a very specific histori¬ 
cal experience, and Assam’s own 
position as a border State; howev¬ 
er, for the rest of India, Assam’s 
own experience shows that an ex¬ 
ercise such as this - flawed and 
riddled with errors as it is - will 
only lead to misery and exclusion 
on a national scale, with no reason 
whatsoever to justify it. 

The coming months, therefore, 
will present a serious challenge to 
fundamental constitutional va¬ 
lues. A nationwide NRC will repli¬ 
cate the flaws of the Assam NRC on 
a much larger scale; and for those 
who find themselves on its wrong 
side, the discriminatory Citizen¬ 
ship Amendment Bill will protect 
some - but only some - based on 
their religion. Both exercises, the¬ 
refore, need to be urgently chal¬ 
lenged, at the level of popular 
movements, in the domain of Par¬ 
liament, and of course, before the 
sentinels charged with guarding 
our fundamental rights - the 
courts. 


Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer 


A road to economic revival runs through agriculture 

The current growth slowdown is an ideal time to implement doable agricultural reforms 



NAVEEN P. SINGH & RANJITH P.C. 


O ne of the world’s fastest 
growing economies, India, 
is now facing sluggish 
growth, with the Reserve Bank of 
India sharply cutting GDP growth 
forecast to 6.1% for 2019-20, which 
is lowest in last six years; there has 
been a sharp decline in the perfor¬ 
mance of key sectors. 

While some economists feel this 
slow pace is also a stage to bounce 
back and is cyclical, others (policy 
pundits) see this as a gross failure 
of economic reforms and even a 
colonial legacy, which only time 
will tell. Whatever the reason for 
the slowdown, the opportunity to 
speed up must accommodate a di¬ 
verse body of opinion and options 
for sustainable and inclusive 
growth. 

The conventional approach of 
fiscal and monetary stimulus op¬ 
tions to address the relics of a slow 
pace would only give immediate 
relief and not an enduring solu¬ 
tion. Hence key policy measures 
as they exist now must reach out 
to emancipate that which is drag¬ 


ging growth while stimulating key 
sectors. 

Effect on primary sectors 

The ripples of the slowdown are 
gradually moving to the primary 
sectors which is already reeling 
under an unprecedented con¬ 
fluence of pressure. Real agricultu¬ 
ral and allied gross value added 
(GVA) grew by 2.9% during 2011-12 
to 2017-18, while in the National 
Agricultural Policy (2000), it 
should have been around 4%, to 
attain an overall economic growth 
of 8%. A highly skewed and unpre¬ 
cedented monsoon, erratic rain¬ 
fall, and extreme natural events 
are creating havoc as far as farms 
and farmers are concerned which 
in turn are likely to disrupt supply 
chains, fuel inflation and have a 
negative impact on consumption, 
all of which can further dampen 
the prospects of revival of the 
economy. 

In addition, the current growth 
rate in the farm sector is less than 
adequate to take on developmen¬ 
tal challenges originating from the 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
mainly zero hunger, no poverty, 
life on land, and gender equality. 
Hence any key reforms packages 
in improving the economy should 
also take cognisance of the crisis in 
the agricultural sector. 

The key to addressing the slow¬ 



down lies in a selective group of re¬ 
forms in the key sectors. 

As always the push must start 
with the primary sector. First, 
there is a great need to accept the 
role of agriculture in invigorating 
crucial economic segments. The 
sector is a potential enabler and 
employer for more than 50% of 
the population; it also has the po¬ 
tential to revive “animal spirits” by 
ensuring farm viability: increasing 
the ratio of farm to non-farm in¬ 
come to 70:30 by 2022-23 from the 
present 60:40. According to the 
agriculture census 2015-16, the 
real income of farmers doubled in 
almost 20 years from 1993-94 to 
2015-16. As the target to double 
farmers’ income by 2022 is near¬ 
ing, there must be fast-lane op¬ 
tions and swift actions to ensure 
curated reforms on land, market, 


price, and ameliorate supply side 
constraints. As reiterated in the 
past, the Agricultural Develop¬ 
mental Council (ADC) in line with 
the GST Council is a dire need to 
make agricultural reforms more 
expressive and representative. For 
better income distribution, there 
is also a need to revisit regional 
crop planning and the agro-climat- 
ic zone model at the highest possi¬ 
ble level so as to make agriculture 
the engine of sustainable econom¬ 
ic growth in India 2.0 by 2022. 

Second there is a strong case to 
believe that deindustrialisation 2.0 
and creative destruction is under 
way from the decreasing growth 
rate, and that slowly fading reform 
to stimulate the traditional sectors 
is adding to unemployment and 
job loss. There is immense need to 
promote occupations which are 
less influenced by the slowdown 
such as farming, handloom, han¬ 
dicrafts and others. 

Investment and jobs 

Third in the Economic Survey 
2018-19, the working age popula¬ 
tion will continue to rise through 
2041. Therefore, there is urgent 
need to increase the job-to-invest- 
ment ratio which is currently very 
low. Some estimates say that 11 
crore investment in India can 
create only four formal jobs. What 
has been less noticed and assessed 


in any survey is that inter-State mi¬ 
gration has a huge impact on per¬ 
sonal consumption expenditure. 
Giving a policy nudge to in-situ em¬ 
ployment creation is a must for a 
stable income and spending. Also, 
there must be efforts to have an ac¬ 
curate picture of unemployment 
data in order to have policy that is 
closer to facts. Fourth, there is a 
need to reconsider the few distort¬ 
ing reforms that are often stated to 
revive the short-term chaos in the 
long run. Finally, the sweet spot 
created by low oil prices in the 
past is slowly taking its turn to hit 
the economy to further cut down 
aggregate demand. 

The occasional dip in growth 
due to various reasons will slow 
the pace to achieving a $5-trillion 
economy by 2024. This is the right 
time to execute a slew of doable 
agricultural reforms as the role of 
agriculture in reversing the slow¬ 
down is immense in the light of its 
nearly 20% contribution to a $5- 
trillion economy. Therefore, a 
blend of efforts from a range of 
sectors, agriculture and allied sec¬ 
tors is warranted to enable overall 
growth. 


Naveen P. Singh and Ranjith P.C. are with 
the ICAR-National Institute of 
Agricultural Economics and Policy 
Research , New Delhi. The views expressed 
are personal 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Open letter 

Strange are the ways of the 
judiciary in India. On the 
one hand, it is firm about 
protecting the liberty and 
freedom of individuals as 
enshrined in the 
Constitution of India while 
on the other, a judicial 
magistrate passes orders to 
file a first information 
report or FIR, against 
citizens who write to the 
Prime Minister expressing 
concern over growing 
incidents of mob lynching 
(Page 1, “49 booked for 
sedition for anti-lynching 
letter”, October 5). 

The freedom of expression 
too is a constitutional right 
and it is the prerogative of 
the Prime Minister to 
respond suitably when such 
open letters are addressed 
to elected leaders of the 
state. 

There is no rhyme or 
reason why a party 
member should implead 
himself as another 


representative of the 
people to seek to defend 
the Prime Minister. And 
what a colossal waste of 
judicial time, apart from 
the implied directive to the 
police to act on pursuing 
the first information report 
to its logical end. As if our 
courts are not already 
burdened with mountains 
of undisposed cases. 

Anand Aravamudhan, 

Chennai 

■ Every right-thinking Indian 
will be concerned and 
perplexed over this appalling 
and worrisome 
development. Is the citizen’s 
right to criticise the actions 
and policies of the 
government in jeopardy or 
coming to an end? People 
should not be faulted if they 
start asking a crucial 
question: Where is the 
nation heading? It would be 
only in the fitness of things if 
the Prime Minister himself 
takes exception to the filing 



of the FIR against the 
celebrities. 

C.G. Kuriakose, 
Kothamangalam, Kerala 


Significance of Aarey 

The Amazon rainforests 
which are said to be the 
‘lungs of the world” are still 
burning and almost every 
country has expressed 
concern over the 
consequences of such a loss. 
In such a compelling 
situation, the Maharashtra 
government’s move to start 
felling the trees in Mumbai’s 
Aarey colony to pave the way 
for a Metro rail project is 
atrocious (“Aarey in 
lockdown as trees are felled” 
(Inside pages, October 6). 
While no less a person than 
the Prime Minister has been 
taking steps to reduce global 
warming and pushing the 
idea for a greener earth, it is 
strange that the government 
in Maharashtra thinks 
otherwise when it comes to 
environmental issues. The 



Maharashtra Chief Minister 
should realise that there are 
ways to go ahead with the 
project. In the process the 
Aarey trees can still be saved. 
Manoharan Muthuswamy, 
Nabadwip, Nadia, West Bengal 

■ The clarion calls to Indians 
to be environment-conscious 
appear to be hackneyed and 
trite. Some of our leaders are 
quick to proclaim at 
international fora that India 
will be in the forefront to 
stem climate change. While 
civil society, NGOs and 
youngsters try to contribute 
their mite to preserving 
nature by responding to such 
calls, ruling establishments 
appear to be going their own 
ways. 

R. Sridharan, 

Chennai 

■ Of course, politicians are 
busy campaigning for the 
Maharashtra Assembly 
elections and will have no 
time for “small issues” such 


as the felling of thousands of 
trees. 

An ecosystem such as 
Aarey’s takes decades to 
create and cannot be re¬ 
planted over night. There are 
many viable options that 
experts have suggested. If 
nothing can be done to save 
the Aarey trees, why should 
there even be a “Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change”? 

ROMIT CHANDRAKAR, 

Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

■ It is disgusting that the 
government in the name of 
development is now causing 
serious ecological damage. 
Many of us concerned 
citizens are praying that 
some good sense will prevail. 
Despite celebrating World 
Environment Day every year, 


the actions of the 
Maharashtra government are 
most dismal and robotic. 
Rajan Viswanathan, 

Mumbai 

Legal size paper 

No doubt “legal size paper” 
offers a wide range of 
flexibility and comfort in the 
compilation of lengthy 
administrative matters in the 
judiciary. However, as the 
present government is 
ambitious about increasing 
digital literacy and outreach 
in the country, it is the right 
time to shift to e-editions in 
court administrative affairs 
(“End use of legal size paper, 
CJI urged”, October 6). 
Sateesh Reddy Kanaganti, 
Nalgonda, Telangana 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS: 

A ‘Weekend’ supplement story on the Jodhpur RIFF [Rajasthan 
International Folk festival] (Oct. 5, 2019) erroneously called it the 
13th edition of the festival. It should have been the 12th. 


The Readers' Editor's office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300; 
E-mail:readerseditor®thehindu.co.in 
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Criticism is not sedition 

The threat of sedition leads to unauthorised self-censorship and has a chilling effect on free speech 




The recent order of a Bihar court di¬ 
recting the filing of an FIR against 49 
eminent persons who signed an 
open letter to the Prime Minister ex¬ 
pressing concerns over mob lynch¬ 
ing is shocking, disappointing, and 
completely disregards the true 
meaning of the law. The FIR was 
lodged under various sections of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), including 
sedition, public nuisance, hurting re¬ 
ligious feelings, and insulting with in¬ 
tent to provoke breach of peace. But 
many would agree that the writers of 
the letter were doing precisely what 
every citizen ought to do in a democ¬ 
racy - raise questions, debate, dis¬ 
agree, and challenge the powers that 
be on issues that face the nation. 

It is evident that if you take the let¬ 
ter as a whole, leave alone sedition, 
no criminal offence is made out. 
Surely, this court decision warrants 
an urgent and fresh debate on the 
need to repeal the sedition law, for it 
has no place in a vibrant democracy. 

History of the sedition law 

A century ago, debates around sedi¬ 
tion were about how the British 
abused it to convict and sentence 
freedom fighters. Today, unfortu¬ 
nately, Indians face the same ques¬ 
tion, except that instead of a foreign 
government, the country’s own insti¬ 
tutions appear to be misusing the 
law. This decision strangely coincid¬ 
ed with Mahatma Gandhi’s birth an¬ 
niversary. The soul of Gandhi’s philo¬ 
sophy lay in the right to dissent, 
which is today being systematically 
destroyed. Now, anyone, be it univer¬ 
sity students or civil society activists, 
who utters even a single critical 
phrase is instantly targeted, without 
any introspection on why such criti¬ 
cism was voiced at all. 

Sedition laws were enacted in 17th 
century England, when lawmakers 
believed that only good opinions of 
the government should survive, as 
bad opinions were detrimental to the 
government and monarchy. This sen¬ 
timent (and law) was borrowed and 
inserted into the IPC in 1870. 

The law was first used to prose¬ 


cute Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1897. 
That case led to Section 124A of the 
IPC (which deals with sedition) being 
amended, to add the words “hatred” 
and “contempt” to “disaffection”, 
which was defined to include dis¬ 
loyalty and feelings of enmity. In 
1908, upon conviction for sedition in 
another case, and imprisonment, Ti¬ 
lak reportedly said, “The govern¬ 
ment has converted the entire nation 
into a prison and we are all prison¬ 
ers.” Gandhi, too, was later tried for 
sedition for his articles in Young In¬ 
dia , and famously pleaded guilty. 

Twice in the Constituent Assemb¬ 
ly, some tried to include sedition as a 
ground for restricting free speech. 
But this was vehemently (and suc¬ 
cessfully) opposed for fear that it 
would be used to crush political 
dissent. 

The Supreme Court highlighted 
these debates in 1950 in its decisions 
in Brij Bhushan v the State of Delhi 
and Romesh Thappar v. the State of 
Madras. These decisions prompted 
the First Constitution Amendment, 
where Article 19(2) was rewritten to 
replace “undermining the security of 
the State” with “in the interest of pu¬ 
blic order”. 

However, in Parliament, Jawahar- 
lal Nehru clarified that the related pe¬ 
nal provision of Section 124A was 
“highly objectionable and obnoxious 
and... [t]he sooner we get rid of it the 
better.” 

In 1962, the Supreme Court decid¬ 


ed on the constitutionality of Section 
124A in Kedar Nath Singh v State of 
Bihar. It upheld the constitutionality 
of sedition, but limited its applica¬ 
tion to “acts involving intention or 
tendency to create disorder, or dis¬ 
turbance of law and order, or incite¬ 
ment to violence”. It distinguished 
these from “very strong speech” or 
the use of “vigorous words” strongly 
critical of the government. 

In 1995, the Supreme Court, in 
Balwant Singh v State of Punjab, ac¬ 
quitted persons from charges of sedi¬ 
tion for shouting slogans such as 
“Khalistan Zindabaad” and “Raj Ka- 
rega Khalsa” outside a cinema after 
Indira Gandhi’s assassination. In¬ 
stead of looking at the “tendency” of 
the words to cause public disorder, 
the Court held that mere sloganeer¬ 
ing which evoked no public response 
did not amount to sedition, for which 
a more overt act was required; the 
accused did not intend to “incite pe¬ 
ople to create disorder” and no “law 
and order problem” actually 
occurred. 

This same lens must be used to ex¬ 
amine the present letter. The law and 
its application clearly distinguishes 
between strong criticism of the go¬ 
vernment and incitement of vio¬ 
lence. Even if the letter is considered 
hateful, or contemptuous and dis¬ 
dainful of the government, if it did 
not incite violence, it is not seditious. 
Unfortunately, Indian courts have, 
especially recently, repeatedly failed 


to appreciate this distinction. 

The broad scope of Section 124A 
means that the state can use it to 
chase those who challenge its power, 
and the mere pressing of sedition 
charges ends up acting as a deterrent 
against any voice of dissent or 
criticism. 

Challenging the law 

Even the threat of sedition leads to a 
sort of unauthorised self-censorship, 
for it produces a chilling effect on 
free speech. This misuse must be 
stopped by removing the power 
source itself. The law must go, as has 
happened in the U.K. already. No go¬ 
vernment will give up this power ea¬ 
sily, and logically, one would turn to 
the courts for help. Unfortunately, 
although I have been part of it, the 
judiciary seems less and less of a pro¬ 
tector of our rights, having let us 
down on civil liberties often lately. 
Arguably, it is time for the people, for 
civil society, to challenge the law di¬ 
rectly. There needs to be a concen¬ 
trated movement from the ground 
up. What form such a direct chal¬ 
lenge should take cannot be said, but 
we must protect our right to dissent 
as fiercely as we protect our right to 
live. If we fail to do so, our existence 
as a proudly democratic nation is at 
risk. 


Ajit Prakash Shah is a former Chief Justice of 
the Delhi High Court and Chairman of the 
20th Law Commission of India 


FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR 

Dialogue to bridge divides 

Two editorial meetings a month will be opened up to 
readers in order to expand conversations and build trust 



In response to my column, “Breaking silos, 
regaining trust” (September 30,2019), a me¬ 
dia scholar presented a counterargument. 
He cited Christine Schmidt’s article, “The 
business case for listening to your audience 
is still murky (but early results are promis¬ 
ing)” in the Nieman Journalism Lab. The 
thrust of the article is that though news¬ 
rooms have increased their levels of engage¬ 
ment with readers, this has not yet yielded 
results in terms of revenue. The report was 
based on a study titled “Learning to Listen: 
Building a culture of engagement in news¬ 
rooms” by the Lenfest Institute which is 
working towards new business models, in¬ 
novations and diverse audiences for public- 
benefit journalism. His question was, why 
should The Hindu pursue an idea whose effi¬ 
cacy is yet to be proven? 

The idea of constant dialogue did not flow 
from the fact that the business model is bro¬ 
ken; it stemmed from a fundamental con¬ 
cern about the rupture of the public sphere 
and the corrosive power of disinformation. I 
draw inspiration from my alma mater, the 
Reuters Institute for the Study in Journalism 
(RISJ) at the University of Oxford, which re¬ 
defined its mission earlier this year as “ex¬ 
ploring the future of journalism worldwide 
through debate, engagement, and research”. 
According to Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, Director 
of RISJ, the change in mission was premised 
on three things: “(1) we don’t want to fight 
yesterday’s battles, but will look toward the 
future, (2) we don’t know what that future 
looks like, or should look like, so we want to 
explore it by all means available, and (3) we 
don’t believe anyone can succeed on this 
journey on their own, so we will focus on col¬ 
laboration and conversation.” 

Waging a perception battle 

The Hindu’s Open House has gained mo¬ 
mentum because it was the first realisation 
that in this era of digital disruption, the news 
media has to wage perception battles in addi¬ 
tion to being a carrier of credible news. Face- 
to-face interactions allow readers to give 
feedback and suggestions to the editorial 
team. The Open House also provides an op¬ 
portunity to explain to readers how deci¬ 
sions are taken in the newsroom. Some of 
the imaginary tropes created by the virtual 


world are countered in these encounters, so¬ 
metimes to the full satisfaction and some¬ 
times to the partial satisfaction of the 
participants. 

Explaining the craft of journalism 

A weekly section called ‘Notebook’, which is 
published on the op-ed page, is an attempt 
by journalists to explain their work; write 
about the challenges they face, the ethics 
that govern their work, their dilemmas and 
their vulnerabilities; and, above all, talk ol 
the sense of satisfaction of informing people. 
This section resonates well with the readers 
as reporters display their humility and frail¬ 
ty. It fails to touch minds and hearts the mo¬ 
ment journalists begin to pontificate. 

Sobhana K. Nair, in “Turning the tables: 
when respondents ask reporters questions” 
(July 7, 2019), writes about a dilemma that 
journalists grapple with during election 
time. Some of the questions she poses in that 
short piece are reflective of our troubled 
times. Ramya Kannan’s recollection, “That 
one phone call” (March 15, 2017), is a poig¬ 
nant reminder that there is a human element 
in the interactions between journalists and 
citizens; such relationships cannot be treat¬ 
ed as purely cold, professional exchanges ol 
information. Mohit M. Rao’s “Covering a tra¬ 
gedy with empathy” (February 19, 2019) ex¬ 
plores the tricky question of how to cover 
tragedies. He asks some pressing questions 
that haunt responsible journalists: “When 
does the quest for details become an intru¬ 
sion into moments of grief? How do we move 
beyond basic facts and provide a human face 
to a tragedy in a sensitive manner?” In a 
sense, ‘Notebook’ exemplifies the newspap¬ 
er’s commitment to transparency and ex¬ 
plains the craft of journalism to our readers. 

A new initiative 

Moving beyond Open Houses and the ‘Note¬ 
book’ section, the Editor of this newspaper 
has decided to open up two crucial daily 
meetings a month to our readers. The first 
will be the noon editorial meeting during 
which senior editors discuss the important 
issues for the day. The second will be the 
evening news meeting during which they de¬ 
cide what to publish that day and how. From 
this November, on the first Tuesday of the 
month, five readers will be invited to attend 
the noon meeting and five to the evening 
meeting. Since the idea is to break out of the 
comfort zone, the Readers’ Editor’s office 
will ensure that readers who are sceptical 
about the newspaper’s editorial processes 
are part of this dialogue. 


readerseditor@thehindu.co.in 


Acts of violence, acts of grace 

During Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary year, 
India has an opportunity to show its humane side 


UDAY BALAKRISHNAN 

Since Mahatma Gandhi’s assassina¬ 
tion on January 30, 1948, the world 
has witnessed some horrific instanc¬ 
es of mass violence as well as a few 
remarkable acts of contrition, for¬ 
giveness and grace. 

First, consider the in¬ 
humanities inflicted on 
people. The 1958-1961 fa¬ 
mine during Chairman 
Mao Zedong’s time killed 
20-40 million, according 
to some estimates, in the 
People’s Republic of Chi¬ 
na. The 1971 campaign of 
the Pakistani Army in 
East Pakistan resulted in the deaths 
of an estimated three million Benga¬ 
lis. The Cambodian genocide (1975- 
79) saw two million Cambodians 
killed. And the mass killings of 1994 
in Rwanda left a million Tutsis dead. 

Forgiveness and compassion 

In almost the same period the world 
also witnessed some stunning in¬ 
stances of mankind’s more forgiving 
and compassionate side. The Indian 
Constitution was framed at a period 
of intense religious polarisation and 
the assassination of Gandhi. The 
founding document of the Indian Re¬ 
public turned India’s back on reli¬ 
gious divisions at a time when that 
looked impossible, while giving a leg 
up to the historically wronged. Simi¬ 
larly, South Africa’s Truth and Recon¬ 
ciliation Commission, set up in 1996, 
ensured the country’s bloodless tran¬ 
sition to popular democracy by giv¬ 
ing a voice to both the victims and 
perpetrators of apartheid. 

The German acceptance of res¬ 
ponsibility for crimes against the 
Jews was no less impressive. In a pro¬ 
minent part of Berlin, in a space 
spread across 200,000 sq ft, one can 
‘experience’ the world’s largest and 
most powerful monument to nation¬ 
al penitence. Opened in 2005, the 
German memorial to the Jewish dead 
resembles a vast graveyard of unbu¬ 
ried coffins - a reminder to all Ger¬ 
mans of the crimes perpetrated 
against the Jews by their ancestors. 
That the German government sup¬ 
ported this vast memorialisation is 
unique in history and a logical culmi¬ 



nation of an exceptional act of repen¬ 
tance by a head of state. 

After laying a wreath at a memo¬ 
rial at the Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw 
on December 7,1970, German Chan¬ 
cellor Willy Brandt, in a typically 
Gandhian gesture, spontaneously got 
down on his knees for 
half a minute. In that 
moment of atonement 
he unreservedly as¬ 
sumed responsibility 
for the Holocaust and 
lifted a terrible burden 
off Germany’s shoul¬ 
ders. Brandt’s ‘Warsaw 
genuflection’ led to the 
memorial in Berlin and 
contributed years later to German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s magnani¬ 
mous 2015 gesture allowing a million 
refugees, fleeing lands overrun by 
the Islamic State, into Germany. Ms. 
Merkel’s decision, taken in the face of 
a Europe hit by multiple attacks by Is¬ 
lamic militants and steeped in Isla- 
mophobia, ranks as the most coura¬ 
geous humanitarian decision any 
leader has ever taken. 

Missed chances 

However, there were missed chances 
too. Presented with an opportunity 
to stand up for the Rohingya, Myan¬ 
mar’s Aung San Suu Kyi has chosen to 
prevaricate and even justify their 
persecution in her country. Neigh¬ 
bouring countries, such as India, are 
also turning their backs on the Rohin¬ 
gya refugees. 

The biggest tragedy is unfolding in 
India. The ham-handed application 
of the National Register of Citizens in 
Assam is forcing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands into internment camps indefi¬ 
nitely with no hope of repatriation to 
Bangladesh from where they are said 
to have fled many years ago. Now 
there is the threat of the NRC being 
extended across the country. India 
has an opportunity to end this farce 
by giving citizenship to all those iden¬ 
tified as foreigners everywhere, if re¬ 
quired by proportionately assigning 
them to all states of the Union for vot¬ 
ing rights. In the 150th year of Gand¬ 
hi’s birth anniversary it even has the 
right occasion to show such grace. 


JJday Balakrishnan teaches atHSc. Bengaluru 





DATA POINT 


Stress 

signals 


Only a few declared indicators of the Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperative Bank (PMC) signalled bank 
failure, before the RBI placed restrictions on the bank. A closer look at PMC's lending portfolio might 
have highlighted the trouble earlier 


capital position | A key indicator of a bank's health is its capital 
position, especially its capital-to-risk weighted assets ratio (CRAR) that 
measures the bank's exposure to riskier loans. The RBI has mandated that 
banks must maintain CRAR >9%. Among the 54 Urban Cooperative Banks 
(UCBs), three had a negative CRAR. Among the rest, except for one bank 
(shown in the graph), the others had a CRAR above the mandated limit 


ASSET QUALITY worsened | The Gross Non-Performing Assets 
(GNPA) of PMC suddenly peaked in March 31, 2019. It rose 
to 3.79%, a level not seen in the past decade. The GNPAs are 
essentially bad loans which the borrower is not in a position to 
repay at the moment. The banks are forced to set aside a part of 
their profits as "provisions", a reason why RoA dropped in 2019 


RBI mandate 





PMC bank (12.2%) 
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Profitability | Bank profitability, another key indicator, is gauged by 
measuring a bank's Return on Assets (net income by total assets). An 
RoA of >=1% is considered good. PMC had an RoA of a decent 0.89% as 
of March 31, 2018. Six of the 54 UCBs had a negative RoA (not seen in 
graph), while 33 of them had RoA between 0 and 1%. As of March 31, 
2019, PMC's RoA fell to 0.75%, a sharp but not an alarming drop 


PMC bank 


Return on Assets as of March 31,2018 - 
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one among the best | The central bank measures the financial 
robustness of UCBs using a ratings system which takes into account 
indicators such as CRAR; net NPAs to total advances; RoAs; liquid-assets 
to total-assets; and cost to income 


Graph shows 
% of UCBs 
under RBI rat¬ 
ings A/B/C/D 
(in decreas¬ 
ing order of 
performance) 
in 2018 




a change in lending portfolio | The PMC's credit portfo¬ 
lio changed dramatically over the last two years. Until 2015, 
more than 40% of its loans were provided to priority sectors 
such as agriculture, MSME, education and housing. But after 
that it reduced and was just over 15% in 2019 



last word | The PMC's vital indicators did not point to major 
trouble until the RBI placed restrictions. A hard look at a surge 
in bad loans combined with a quick shift towards non-priority 
sectors could have provided an early hint of the problem 

Compiled by Vignesh Radhakrishnan; Source: RBI reports, notifications 
and statistical returns; and PMC bank’s annual reports 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 7 , 1969 

Pakistan’s ‘musical chairs’ diplomacy 

In his address to the U.N. General Assembly 
last week, the leader of the Pakistan delega¬ 
tion claimed with considerable pride that 
his country was perhaps the only one at pre¬ 
sent with the unique distinction of having 
friendly relations with the United States, the 
Soviet Union and China, without prejudice 
to its basic national interest. No other coun¬ 
try, whether Communist or non-Commu- 
nist, aligned or non-aligned, has been able 
to score this hat-trick in present-day interna¬ 
tional diplomacy. And with all its lofty ideals 
and passionate faith in peaceful co-exis¬ 
tence, India could not perform such a ba¬ 
lancing act even during the heyday of Panch 
Sheel. With elemental commonsense and 
outright opportunism, Pakistan has been 
able to play one Big Power against another to 
extract the maximum benefit to itself by tak¬ 
ing full advantage of the changing power 
patterns on the international scene. Both Ay- 
ub Khan and Yahya Khan have practised the 
art of double-think, double-talk and double¬ 
dealing with consummate skill - and with a 
calculated display of recklessness to bam¬ 
boozle their friends and foes alike. For the 
time being, at any rate, this “musical chairs” 
diplomacy seems to be paying quite good di¬ 
vidends to Pakistan with Washington, Mos¬ 
cow and Peking openly competing for its 
friendship. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO October 7 , 1919 . 

Mr. Gandhi’s Papers. 

Bombay, October 7. - The Office of the week¬ 
ly paper “Young India” edited by Mr. M.K. 
Gandhi has been transfered from Bombay to 
Ahmedabad City. A press has been pur¬ 
chased at Ahmedabad where Mr. Gandhi’s 
new Guzrati weekly paper “Navajivan” and 
also the “Young India” will be printed. Be¬ 
fore the District Magistrate of Ahmedabad 
Mr. Shankarlal, banker, declared himself as 
keeper of the press and printer and Messrs. 
Indulal Yajuik and Mahadev H. Desai as pu¬ 
blisher of the “Navajivan” and “Young India” 
respectively. The Magistrate has dispensed 
with security in each case. Mr. Gandhi writes 
in the “Navajivan” thanking for messages ol 
congratulations he received from all quar¬ 
ters on his birthday. He would have been 
pleased, he says, if the money spent on let¬ 
ters and telegrams were devoted towards 
purchasing cloth for the indigent and feed¬ 
ing the poor. He says he appreciated dis¬ 
criminating and wise affection and not blind 
affection. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


NC team meets Farooq for 
first time since detention 



Farooq Abdullah and his wife seen before meeting party 
colleagues at his residence in Srinagar, -afp 


The delegation then drove 
to Mr. Farooq’s residence. 
He was earlier in preventive 
custody but later detained 
under the Public Safety Act. 

Mr. Farooq, with wife 
Molly by his side, showed 
the victory sign and waved 
to the media as the NC lead¬ 
ers met him. 

“We are happy they are 
both well and in high spirits. 
Of course, they are pained 
and anguished about the de¬ 
velopments, particularly 
the lockdown of the peo¬ 
ple,” NC’s Jammu chief Da- 
vinder Singh Rana, who led 
the delegation, said. 


Emerging from the meet¬ 
ing, Mr. Rana told reporters 
that for any political process 
to begin, the leaders of par¬ 
ties need to be released. 

The other major party in 
the State, the PDP, an¬ 
nounced that its delegation 
had been allowed to meet 
Ms. Mufti on Monday. 

“The PDP delegation will 
be led by general secretary 
Ved Mahajan,” former PDP 
legislator and spokesperson 
Firdous Talc said. 

This will also be the first 
meeting of PDP leaders with 
Ms. Mufti, since her deten¬ 
tion. 


Dhaka says it’s reassured 
by Modi’s briefing 


Mr. Rizvi said the final NRC 
would only be completed af¬ 
ter all legal appeals had 
been concluded in court, 
and that point was “far from 
here.” 

Significantly, he said that 
after the process was com¬ 
pleted, Bangladesh was pre¬ 
pared to study cases of Ban- 
gladeshi-origin migrants 
“individually”, and take 
them back if the claims were 
verified. Ms. Hasina herself 
raised the fate of the 1.9 mil¬ 
lion non-nationals in the 
conversation, said Mr. Rizvi, 
because of misgivings over 
media reports on the go¬ 
vernment’s plans. 

Mr. Modi and Ms. Hasina 


had met for over an hour on 
Saturday at Hyderabad 
House in Delhi, discussing 
agreements on energy, wa¬ 
ter, coastal surveillance and 
a series of measures to im¬ 
prove trade infrastructure. 

According to Mr. Rizvi, 
she suggested special eco¬ 
nomic zones where Indian 
companies could invest, use 
Bangladeshi land and la¬ 
bour to produce for the In¬ 
dian market and export it 
back duty-free. The two 
sides are also talking about 
regional Bangladesh-Bhu- 
tan-India-Nepal road con¬ 
nectivity and a Bhutan-In- 
dia-Bangladesh regional 
energy supply arrangement. 


Agra orphanage sealed after 
inmate alleges gangrape 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AGRA 

The administration here on 
Sunday sealed an orphan¬ 
age and booked its manage¬ 
ment citing irregularities, 
days after an inmate alleged 
that she was raped by three 
men inside the premises, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Chief Development Offic¬ 
er J. Reebha said the sealing 
process was started around 
7 p.m. and a case was regis¬ 
tered against the manage¬ 
ment of the orphanage. She 
said 28 boys have been 
moved to a children’s shel¬ 
ter home in Shahganj here 
while three of the 10 girls 
were shifted to ‘Aasha Jyoti 
Kendra’. The younger girls 


have been moved to the 
Shahganj children’s shelter 
home, the CDO said. 

A 16-year-old inmate had 
jumped off the terrace of the 
orphanage into the river Ya¬ 
muna on October 3. The lo¬ 
cals rescued her. She had al¬ 
leged that she was 
gang-raped inside the or¬ 
phanage. A case was regis¬ 
tered at the Itimad-ud-Daula 
police station and the three 
accused were sent to jail. 

After the report surfaced. 
State Commission for Wo¬ 
men vice-chairperson Sush- 
ma Singh inspected the or¬ 
phanage. During the 
inspection, empty bear bot¬ 
tles and used condoms were 
found. 


Fadnavis tightens grip on Maharashtra BJP 


The CM sidelined several bigwigs whose relations with him had soured of late, without the high command backing him 



Holding fort: Devendra Fadnavis has decisively stamped his 
authority on the Maharashtra BJP. ■ vibhav birwatkar 


NISTULA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

The big mystery of the BJP- 
Shiv Sena alliance - how ma¬ 
ny seats each party will get 
and who will get more - may 
have shifted focus from the 
clout of Chief Minister De¬ 
vendra Fadnavis in the Mah¬ 
arashtra unit of the BJP. Last 
week, however, as some 
spurts of rebellion arose in 
the Mumbai unit following 
the finalisation of some city 
seats, the true extent of Mr. 
Fadnavis’ dominance of the 
party in his State, a five-year 
project, was revealed. 

The list of candidates re¬ 
leased by the Maharashtra 
BJP saw the sidelining of sev¬ 
eral bigwigs, many of whose 
relations with Mr. Fadnavis 
had soured of late. The fact 
that the high command in 
Delhi backed him fully on 
the list, though some of 


those replaced (like Ghatko- 
par MLA Prakash Mehta) are 
considered close to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, is 
significant. 

Eased out 

One of the biggest names to 
be excluded was Education 
Minister Vinod Tawde, who 
was denied ticket from Bori- 
vili, one of the safest seats for 
the BJP. Relations between 
Mr. Fadnavis and Mr. Tawde 
have not exactly been rosy 
since 2014, when the former 
became a surprise choice of 
Chief Minister. The seat was 
given to Sunil Rane, consi¬ 
dered close to both Mr. Fad¬ 
navis and Union Roads and 
Highways Minister Nitin Gad- 
lcari, ensuring that the latter 
too provided support to the 
candidate, in the face of ob¬ 
vious hurt feeling among Mr. 
Tawde’s supporters. 


Within Mumbai, the 
choices for Colaba (replacing 
sitting MLA and local strong¬ 
man Raj Purohit with Nation¬ 
alist Congress Party turncoat 
Rahul Narvekar) and Ghatko- 
par East (replacing veteran 


Prakash Mehta with Parag 
Shah) were decisions that led 
to much heartburn and even 
some acts of violence by sup¬ 
porters of Mr. Mehta. 

Mr. Raj purohit, consi¬ 
dered a strong leader with 


his origins in Rajasthan, had 
embarrassed the Fadnavis 
government with certain ut¬ 
terances. His replacement 
with Mr. Narvekar, who has 
only recently joined the BJP 
from the NCP, however was 
the blow that hurt the most, 
according to his supporters. 

BJP sources, however, say 
Mr. Narvekar is the perfect 
replacement not just be¬ 
cause his brother Makarand 
Narvekar is a BJP corporator 
but more importantly be¬ 
cause he is the son-in-law of 
Ramraje Naik Nimalkar, se¬ 
nior NCP leader and Chair¬ 
person of the Maharashtra 
Legislative Council. “Nimbal- 
kar is one of the biggest sup¬ 
porters for [NCP leader] Sha- 
rad Pawar, and this move has 
neutralised an aggressive 
NCP move on that seat,” a 
BJP source said. 

In Mr. Mehta’s case, it was 


a relationship that began on 
a promising note with Mr. 
Fadnavis being helped by the 
former to move into the late 
Gopinath Munde’s turf, turn¬ 
ing sour after 2016-17 when 
certain corruption allega¬ 
tions were levelled against 
Mr. Mehta who was Housing 
Minister. Considered a 
strong leader among the ci¬ 
ty’s Gujarati community, he 
has been replaced by young 
gun Parag Shah. 

The most tricky replace¬ 
ment was that of Jalgaon 
strongman Eknath Khadse, 
who was placated after ticket 
was given to his daughter, 
Rohini Khadse-Khewalkar, 
instead. 

In one fell swoop, there 
has been a generational and 
factional shift in the Maha¬ 
rashtra BJP. Mr. Fadnavis has 
stamped his authority on the 
Maharashtra BJP. 


Balakot puts BJP in stride in Haryana 

Party helped by popularity of Narendra Modi, an important factor in Haryana 


* 



ManoharLaL Khattar claims to have ended nepotism and 
earned the tag of 'Mr. Clean'. ■ akhilesh kumar 


Cong, promises loan 
waiver in Haryana 

CM to be selected after the election 


ASHO K KUMAR 

GURUGRAM 

“Ablci baar 75 paar” (‘This 
time, more than 75 seats ) 
goes the slogan of the Bhara¬ 
tiya Janata Party (BJP) in Ha¬ 
ryana for the forthcoming 
Assembly election slated to 
be held on October 21. 

Though the party appears 
to be comfortably placed, it 
seems to be helped more by 
factors other than the per¬ 
formance of its own govern¬ 
ment in the State led by 
Chief Minister Manohar Lai 
Khattar. 

Big reprieve 

Seemingly on the back foot 
till a year ago, the BJP State 
unit got a breather with its 
clean sweep of the mayoral 
elections in five cities in De¬ 
cember 2018, with the Con¬ 
gress not contesting those 
polls, and then a comforta¬ 
ble victory in the Jind byelec- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Finance Ministry will 
start its pre-Budget work 
from October 14 onwards, 
according to a circular it sent 
to all Ministries and 
Departments. 

The other Ministries will 
have to prepare and send 
their budgets, expenditure 
trends, and non-tax revenue 
estimates for 2020-21 by Oc¬ 
tober 9 to the Finance Minis¬ 
try. Following this, the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry will hold 
separate meetings with all 
the other Ministries, from 
October 14 to the first week 
of November. 


tion a month later, at the ex¬ 
pense of the Indian National 
Lok Dal weakened by a split. 

However, the wave of na¬ 
tionalism sweeping across 
the country after the Balakot 
airstrikes turned the for¬ 
tunes of the party in Harya¬ 
na, more so since every 
tenth soldier in the Army 
comes from this State. 

The party was also helped 



NirmaLa Sitharaman 


“All data shall be submit¬ 
ted on Union Budget Infor¬ 
mation System (UBIS) por¬ 
tal,” the circular said. “The 
Statement of Budget Esti- 


by the soaring popularity of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who remains an im¬ 
portant factor in Haryana as 
a decisive leader. 

Both Mr. Modi and nation¬ 
alism will continue to be im¬ 
portant factors in the As¬ 
sembly election, especially 
in the wake of the amend¬ 
ment to Article 370. 

That former Haryana 


mates (SBE) and the Demand 
for Grants (DG), inter alia, 
shall be generated from the 
UBIS. Hence, the correct¬ 
ness of the figures must be 
ensured. The pre-budget/RE 
meetings will begin on the 
October 14,2019.” 

The meetings of the Minis¬ 
tries and Departments with 
the Expenditure Secretary 
will involve discussions on 
the total funds required for 
various programmes and 
schemes, along with receipts 
of the Departments. 

All the Ministries and De¬ 
partments will also be re¬ 
quired to submit details of all 
the autonomous bodies for 


Chief Minister and senior 
Congress leader Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda supported the 
amendment, going against 
the party line, underscores 
the importance of the issue 
in the context of Haryana. 

Poor record 

Though with an abysmal re¬ 
cord on the employment 
front, and grappling with 
farmers’ distress, the BJP 
won the goodwill of the peo¬ 
ple with fair recruitment of 
Group D employees and pol¬ 
ice constables. 

Mr. Khattar claims to have 
ended nepotism in govern¬ 
ment jobs and earned the tag 
of ‘Mr. Clean’, helping the 
party. 

However, health care and 
education infrastructure in 
the State remain in shambles 
and there are a large number 
of vacancies in positions for 
doctors and teachers. 


which a dedicated corpus 
fund has been created, indi¬ 
cating the purpose, accumu¬ 
lated balances as on March 
31,2019, annual expenditure 
for the last three years, and 
allocations made during the 
current financial year. 

“The reasons for their 
continuance should be ex¬ 
plained and why the same 
should not be wound up and 
requirements of the autono¬ 
mous body met through 
grant-in-aid,” the circular 
said. 

“Budget-making is essen¬ 
tially a team exercise,” the 
circular, signed by the Joint 
Secretary (Budget) said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress will announce 
a loan waiver for the poor 
and farmers in the State if 
voted to power, Haryana 
party unit chief Kumari Sel- 
ja has said. 

In an interview, she said 
the Congress would not an¬ 
nounce its chief ministerial 
candidate ahead of the elec¬ 
tion, and the party high 
command would decide af¬ 
ter the polls. 

The State Congress chief 
said the loan waiver pro¬ 
mise would be part of the 
manifesto for the October 21 
Haryana Assembly election. 
The manifesto committee 
has submitted its report and 
final touches were being gi¬ 
ven to it, she said. 

“When our government 
comes to power, we will 
waive loans of the poor, es¬ 
pecially people who take 
small loans. We are also go¬ 
ing to write off the loans of 
farmers who are being 
pushed to a corner and are 
suffering under the BJP go¬ 
vernment,” she said. 

The Haryana Congress 
chief said the loan waiver 
would be implemented 
within days of assuming 
power as has been done in 
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. 

“We will carry out our 
promises within days and 
weeks of coming to power. 
We will give timelines. We 
will see to it that people see 
the difference between us 
and others who only make 
tall claims and believe in 
mere publicity and headline 
management,” she said. 

Ms. Selja, who took the 
reins of the Haryana Con¬ 
gress from Ashok Tanwar, 
said the Congress believed 
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We will see to it 
that people see the 
difference between 
us and others who 
only make tall 
claims 

KUMARI SELJA 
Haryana Congress chief 

in fulfilling its poll promises 
“unlike the BJP”, which only 
used these to “mislead” the 
voters. “The dilution of Arti¬ 
cle 370 in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir is another tool the BJP is 
using to fool people,” she 
said. 

Asked to comment on 
Tanwar’s resignation and 
his allegations on the Con¬ 
gress being the anti-thesis ol 
democracy, Ms. Selja said, 
“The Congress has seen 
such rebellions in the past 
and has always come out 
stronger due to its inherent 
strengths. The Congress has 
the resilience to take on 
these things.” 

She refrained from mak¬ 
ing comments on her prede¬ 
cessor, and said the party 
had appealed to everyone to 
work together. 

“Ashok Tanwar was 
named a star campaigner 
for Haryana. Now, he has 
chosen to resign. That is his 
decision. But we must all re¬ 
member one thing. Organi¬ 
sations are bigger than peo¬ 
ple,” Ms. Selja said. 


Budget work to start on October 14 

Ministries asked to submit data and ensure correctness of figures 



Amit Shah is targeting Muslims 
through NRC: Maulana Madani 

‘His comments generate hatred and promote enmity’ 


Giriraj fires fresh salvo at 
Nitish govt., JD(U) hits back 

Twitter war over Bihar flood situation hots up 


BSF pilot who 
was facing 
inquiry quits 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A former IAF Wing Com¬ 
mander, who is being 
probed for allegedly imper¬ 
sonating his superior offic¬ 
er in a bid to pilot for Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
has resigned from the air 
wing of the Border Securi¬ 
ty Force (BSF), officials said 
on Sunday. 

The resignation of Wing 
Commander (Retd) J S 
Sangwan, however, has not 
yet been accepted. 

The Kargil War hero is 
under investigation for im¬ 
personating and misrepre¬ 
senting a superior officer in 
a bid to fly Shah’s aircraft, 
an official said. 

It is not immediately 
known whether Sangwan’s 
resignation will be accept¬ 
ed as acceptance means al¬ 
lowing him to leave with¬ 
out facing any inquiry. 
Under the norms, petitions 
for resignation are not ac¬ 
cepted if the person is fac¬ 
ing an inquiry. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s call for implementing 
the National Register of Citi¬ 
zens (NRC) in India is dis¬ 
criminatory and will give op¬ 
portunity to forces that are 
hostile to the nation, Maula¬ 
na Mahmood Madani, head 
of the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind 
(JUH), says. 

Reacting to Mr. Shah’s 
speech in Kolkata on Octob¬ 
er 1, the leader of the largest 
group of Islamic scholars 
and ulemas said it was a sign 
that Muslims would be sent 
to detention camps of 
Assam. 

Pan-India NRC 

“Madani clarified that there 
is no issue if NRC is conduct¬ 
ed across India. But it ap¬ 
pears from the tone and te¬ 
nor of the Home Minister 
that he is targeting Muslims. 
Such an attitude will gener¬ 




al 


Maulana Madani has called 
the comments improper and 
discriminatory. 

ate hatred and promote en¬ 
mity among different sec¬ 
tions of the Indian society 
and raise suspicion about 
the Muslims,” a statement 
from the Jamiat Ulama-i- 
Hind said quoting from Mr. 
Madani’s comments. 

The Home Minister had in 
Kolkata hinted at the alleg¬ 
edly undocumented immi¬ 
grants from Bangladesh and 



said, “All infiltrators will be 
thrown out.” His comments 
came up during Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi- 
na’s visit to Delhi which end¬ 
ed on Sunday. 

Mr. Madani said the com¬ 
ments were both “improp¬ 
er” and “discriminatory”. 

He said distinction and 
discrimination on the basis 
of religion contradicts fun¬ 
damental rights as en¬ 
shrined in Articles 14 to 15 of 
the Constitution and would 
violate international norms 
recognised by the United 
Nations. 

“It seems that only Mus¬ 
lims will be kept in detention 
camps in Assam,” said Mau¬ 
lana Madani. “If happens so, 
then it will bring bad name 
for the nation at the interna¬ 
tional level and will become 
a tool in the hands of the in¬ 
imical forces who are bent 
on tarnishing the image of 
the country,” he added. 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA 

A “Twitter war” erupted bet¬ 
ween Union Minister Giriraj 
Singh and the ruling JD(U) 
on Sunday, as the firebrand 
BJP leader continued with 
his barbs at the Bihar 
government. 

Mr. Singh, who has been 
repeatedly criticising the Bi¬ 
har government for its “in¬ 
ept” handling of waterlog¬ 
ging in several parts of Patna 
following heavy rainfall, 
sought the forgiveness of 
‘Sanatani’ (devout) Hindus 
for the adverse impact of the 
“man-made” disaster on 
Durga Puja festivities. 

‘Seek apology’ 

“The Durga Puja festivities 
have commenced from to¬ 
day. On behalf of the NDA, I 
seek an apology from the 
‘Sanatanis’ living in those 
areas where puja, pandal 
and mela could not be or- 




GirirajSingh, -filephoto 


ganised because of floods,” 
he tweeted. 

JD(U) spokesman Sanjay 
Singh shot back with a flurry 
of tweets, saying Mr. Giriraj 
should apologise to the peo¬ 
ple of Bihar for having done 
“nothing” for them in the ca¬ 
pacity of a Union Minister. 
“You are known for nothing 
except stoking controversies 
by your utterances.” 

In another tweet, the JD 
(U) spokesman said, “Mr. Gi¬ 
riraj, as the Union Minister 
for animal husbandry, your 
concern for animals must be 


greater than for humans... 
At least you should have 
cared for the well-being of 
animals. When will you real¬ 
ise what are your responsi¬ 
bilities?” 

Sanjay Jha, JD(U) national 
general secretary and the 
State Minister for water re¬ 
sources department, came 
out with his riposte without 
mentioning by name Mr. Gi¬ 
riraj, whose frequent attacks 
on the Nitish Kumar govern¬ 
ment has left the party 
fuming. 

Sharing a quote by Holly¬ 
wood actor Clint Eastwood 
- “When you are young, you 
are reckless, then you get 
conservative, then you get 
reckless again” - on his 
Twitter handle, Mr. Jha ad¬ 
ded, “Don’t know why, but 
some senior leaders’ re¬ 
marks on Bihar floods com¬ 
pel me to trace merit in the 
above quote! Please cooper¬ 
ate, don’t cause cacophony.” 



Phoolan Devi's sister 
joins Samajwadi Party 

LUCKNOW 

Rukamani Devi Nishad, sister 
of late Phoolan Devi, on 
Sunday joined the Samajwadi 
Party in the presence of party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav. On 
joining the party, Rukamani 
said that she feels like 
coming home. Besides her, 
Ramakant Yadav also joined 
the Samajwadi Party, ani 

Finance Minister to 
inaugurate NeAC 

NEW DELHI 

Finance Minister NirmaLa 
Sitharaman will on Monday 
inaugurate the IT 
Department's National E- 
assessment Centre (NeAC), 
which will reduce face-to- 
face interaction between 
taxpayers and tax officials. 
The setting up of NeAC is in 
line with the Prime Minister's 
vision of 'Digital India' and 
promotion of ease of doing 
business, the Finance Ministry 
said in a statement, pti 
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Centre ‘in the dark’ on detentions, curbs 

To an RTI query, Home Ministry says it has no info and directs applicant to the J&K administration 



Out in the open: Security personnel outside the residence-turned-jail of National Conference 
president Farooq Abdullah in Srinagar on Sunday. ■ nissar ahmad 


Police block JKLF’s protest 
march from PoK to LoC 

Agitators staging a sit-in at Jaskool, 8 km from the frontier 



Long march: Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front supporters 
marching to the LoC on the outskirts of Muzaffarabad. -ap 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Home Ministry does not 
have information on any or¬ 
ders passed to block tele¬ 
communications and Inter¬ 
net, suspend radio and 
satellite television services, 
evacuate tourists and detain 
political leaders and activists 
in Jammu and Kashmir in Au¬ 
gust. The Ministry says it has 
no information on the names 
and locations of the detai¬ 
nees, and directed any quer¬ 
ies to the State 
administration. 

In response to a recent 
Right to Information request 
to share copies of such or¬ 
ders, directions or adviso¬ 
ries, two Central public in¬ 
formation officers of the 
Ministry’s J&K division said 
the information was not 
available with them. 

The Ministry said, “The 
information might be availa¬ 
ble with the State govern¬ 
ment of J&K.” 

J&K police 
arrest Jaish 
operative 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
police arrested the third 
member of a newly formed 
[aish-e-Mohammad mo¬ 
dule that was raised to car¬ 
ry out terrorist activities in 
Baramulla district of North 
Kashmir. The alleged terro¬ 
rist identified as Mohsin 
Manzoor Salhea is a resi¬ 
dent of old town 
Baramulla. 

One of the members of 
the group was killed in an 
encounter with security 
forces in August, days after 
the revocation of Article 
370. 


However, the RTI applica¬ 
tion could not be forwarded 
to the J&K government as the 
RTI Act, 2005 is not applica¬ 
ble in the State, said the res¬ 
ponse. 

According to it, a separate 
application could be filed un¬ 
der the State’s RTI law. This 
option is only available to the 
State’s residents. 

A senior official in the J&K 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir is “normal” and the 
people are “happy” with the 
dilution of Article 370 as 
they will now get benefits 
and entitlements on a par 
with those in the rest of the 
country, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Pra- 
kash Javadekar has said. 

In an interaction with PTI, 
he said there were no restric¬ 
tions on the media, and all 
newspapers were being pu¬ 
blished in the Kashmir Val¬ 
ley. He rejected the Opposi¬ 
tion’s charge that the BJP 
was using the withdrawal of 


government said Central 
laws, including the RTI Act, 
2005, would come into effect 
in J&K only when it became a 
Union Territory on October 
31. 

Venkatesh Nayak, the acti¬ 
vist who filed the RTI re¬ 
quest, noted that the State of 
J&K had been under Presi¬ 
dent’s Rule since December 
19, 2018 and how was it pos- 


Jammu and Kashmir’s spe¬ 
cial status as a plank in the 
Haryana and Maharashtra 
Assembly elections. “[The 
dilution of] Article 370 has 
caught the imagination of 
people. The people are wel- 


sible that the Home Ministry 
did not have information on 
orders imposing travel and 
telecom restrictions. 

“Any order imposing 
curbs on travel and telecom¬ 
munications will at least be 
copied to the Union Home 
Ministry in which the J&K Di¬ 
vision is housed, if not ac¬ 
tually directed by the MHA. 
So the CPIOs’ replies that 


coming it all over the coun¬ 
try,” he said. Mr. Javadekar 
said the people in the State 
would now get the benefits 
of all government schemes 
not available to them earlier. 
Under the special status, the 


they have no information 
about the curbs imposed and 
the arrests and detention of 
residents of J&K are not 
based on truth and reality,” 
he said on Sunday. 

Pass the question 

The first CPIO, T. Sreekanth, 
said no information was 
available with them, and 
passed on the query to the 
second CPIO. She responded 
that the “information sought 
by you is not available with 
the undersigned CPIO.” 

Instead, she directed the 
RTI applicant to the J&K 
State government for further 
queries. 

An earlier request by RTI 
activist Nutan Thalcur for a 
copy of the Ministry’s file on 
the decision to amend Arti¬ 
cle 370 had been denied, cit¬ 
ing exemptions allowed un¬ 
der the RTI Act without 
specifying the specific rea¬ 
son for exemption being 
claimed. 


State had the right to take 
decisions, on its own, in sev¬ 
eral important areas, except 
for defence, communica¬ 
tions and foreign affairs. 

“Under the Right to Edu¬ 
cation, 25% of the students 
from the economically weak¬ 
er sections get admission. It 
was not applicable to Jammu 
and Kashmir,” he said. 

“The Home Minister gave 
a list of 126 laws that did not 
apply to Kashmir, but are 
now applicable. People are 
getting the benefits; there¬ 
fore, they are happy. All the 
Union government’s 

schemes are now operation¬ 
al in the Valley,” he said. 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

JASICOOL 

The police have blocked a 
march by thousands of peo¬ 
ple in Pakistan-controlled 
Kashmir to the Line of Con¬ 
trol in protest against the 
lockdown on the Indian 
side. 

The forces placed ship¬ 
ping containers on the road 
and deployed a large contin¬ 
gent of officers near Jaskool, 
8 km from the LoC, to stop 
the supporters of the Jam- 
mu-Kashmir Liberation 
Front, which announced it 
intended to cross the line to 
help Kashmiris under “In¬ 
dian oppression”. 

Abdul Hameed Butt, a 
JKLF leader, said on Sunday 
that the protesters would 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ISLAMABAD 

A high-level U.S. Congres¬ 
sional delegation visited Pa¬ 
kistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) on Sunday. 

The Pakistan Foreign Of¬ 
fice said the purpose of the 
visit was to see the ground 
situation and gauge the pu¬ 
blic sentiment following In¬ 
dia’s August 5 decision to re¬ 
voke Jammu & Kashmir’s 
special status. 

The delegation compris¬ 
ing Senators Chris Van Hol- 
len and Maggie Hassan, and 
U.S. Charge d’Affaires Am¬ 
bassador Paul Jones visited 
Muzaffarabad, the capital of 
Pakistan-occipied Kashmir. 


stage a sit-in until the block¬ 
ade was removed. 

Arshad Naqvi, a police of¬ 
ficer, said the protesters 


“The U.S. Senators said 
that they shared the human 
rights concerns and would 
continue to urge India to lift 
the curfew and release all 
prisoners as a first step. 

They also expressed their 
resolve to remain engaged 
for the resolution of the dis¬ 
pute,” according to the FO. 

The delegation also met 
PoK’s leaders Sardar Masood 
Khan and Raja Farooq 
Haider. 

Mr. Khan and Mr. Haider 
asked the U.S. Senators to 
press India to resolve the 
Jammu and Kashmir issue in 
accordance with United Na¬ 
tions Security Council 
(UNSC) resolutions. 


would not be allowed to con¬ 
tinue because the threat of 
an “unprovoked enemy 
fire”. 

About 300 
militants 
active in J&K 

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 

POONCH 

Jammu and Kashmir DGP 
Dilbagh Singh on Sunday 
said that 200-300 militants 
are presently active in the 
region. 

“There are 200-300 ter¬ 
rorists presently active, but 
the number keeps fluctuat¬ 
ing,” he said in a press 
conference. 

Mr. Singh said that “ma¬ 
ny ceasefire violations are 
taking place in Uri, Rajouri, 
Poonch and several other 
areas of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir.” “During these viola¬ 
tions, Pakistan attempts to 
push in greater number of 
infiltratorsOur anti-infiltra¬ 
tion grid have foiled many 
such attempts,” he added. 


Kashmir situation normal: Minister 

Prakash Javadekar says people of J&K are happy with dilution of Article 370 


The Home Minister gave 
* a list of laws that did not 
apply to Kashmir, but are now. 
People are getting the benefits; 
therefore, they are happy, r + 
All government 
schemes are now Mm\ v 

operational in the Valley * 


PRAKASH JAVADEKAR 




U.S. team visits PoK to 
study ‘ground situation 

Senators share ‘rights concerns’ 


-F 



Manmohan Singh and Sonia Gandhi with Bangladesh PM 
Sheikh Hasina during a meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. - pti 


Hasina invites Sonia 
to Mujibur centenary 

The event will be held in March 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina invited Con¬ 
gress president Sonia Gand¬ 
hi for the birth centenary of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to 
be held in March next year 
and the 50th anniversary of 
Bangladesh Liberation 
which will be marked by 
year-long 
commemorations. 

According to a Congress 
statement, Ms. Gandhi, 
along with former Prime Mi¬ 
nister Manmohan Singh, 
met Ms. Hasina here on Sun¬ 
day. 

They were accompanied 
by Rajya Sabha member 
Anand Sharma and later 
Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
joined them. 

Ms. Hasina was accompa¬ 
nied by Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister Dr. Abdul Momen, 
senior Ministers and her 
advisers. 

“Indian National Con¬ 
gress and the Awami League 
share a historic relationship. 
We had a long meeting 
where a wide range of issues 
were discussed. The two fa¬ 
milies also share a special 
bond going back to the days 
of Mujibur Rahman and 
former Prime Minister Indi¬ 
ra Gandhi,” Mr. Sharma told 
The Hindu. He denied that 



the two sides spoke about 
NRC. “It’s an internal matter 
and neither side broached 
the topic,” Mr. Sharma said. 

Impressive growth 

The two sides spoke at 
length about the former 
Prime Minister Indira Gand¬ 
hi’s role in Bangladesh liber¬ 
ation, the Congress state¬ 
ment said. 

It said Dr. Singh, during 
the meeting, complimented 
Ms. Hasina for the impres¬ 
sive economic growth made 
by the country and her in¬ 
itiatives that had led to com¬ 
mendable improvement of 
social indicators particular¬ 
ly health and education. 

Both Ms. Gandhi and Ms. 
Vadra had a closed-door 
meeting with Ms. Hasina 
too. The two families share a 
close bond from the time 
the Hasina family had to live 
in exile in the capital, after 
the assassination of Mujibur 
Rahman. 

After the meeting, Ms. Va¬ 
dra tweeted, “In overdue 
hug from Sheikh Hasina Ji 
whom I have been waiting 
to meet again for a long 
time. Her strength in over¬ 
coming deep personal loss 
and hardship and fighting 
for what she believed in 
with bravery and perseve¬ 
rance is, and always will be a 
great inspiration for me.” 



In China, Imran to take up J&K issue 

Next steps of collaboration on Afghanistan and CPEC on his agenda 



Collaboration on the cards: China President Xi Jinping shaking 
hands with Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan, -file 


ATUL ANEJA 
BEIJING 

The visit of Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to Chi¬ 
na has added another twist 
to the upcoming visit to In¬ 
dia and Nepal of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. 

Analysts say the special re¬ 
lationship between Islama¬ 
bad and Beijing will be in fo¬ 
cus when Mr. Khan and the 
Chinese leadership discuss, 
in all likelihood, the next 
steps of their collaboration - 
on Kashmir, Afghanistan and 
the China Pakistan Econom¬ 
ic Corridor (CPEC). 

Ahead of President Xi’s vi¬ 
sit, the Chinese and the In¬ 
dian side appear to be purs¬ 
ing two divergent narratives 
on the upcoming talks. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry is 


signalling that Beijing is not 
interested in raking up Kash¬ 
mir during President Xi’s vi¬ 
sit to Mamallapuram near 
Chennai that starts on Oc¬ 
tober 11, though an official 
announcement about the se¬ 
cond informal summit, as a 


follow up to last year’s Wu¬ 
han meeting, is yet to be 
made. 

“I think for those things 
like Kashmir, I don’t think it 
will be a major topic occupy¬ 
ing the talks, that is my un¬ 
derstanding,” Chinese Fo¬ 


reign Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying had said on 
September 17, during an in¬ 
teraction with media from 
Asia and Africa. 

Despite the attempt to 
shift focus from Kashmir, 
The Hindu has authoritative¬ 
ly learnt that India had po¬ 
litely declined China’s pro¬ 
posal at the Bishkek summit 
of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) in June to 
play a role to ease India-Pa- 
lcistan tensions on Kashmir. 

Observers point out that 
India has already signalled 
displeasure on Beijing’s sup¬ 
port to Pakistan in the Unit¬ 
ed Nations on Kashmir. 

Reports in the Indian me¬ 
dia suggest that China is up¬ 
set by Him Vijay, a military 
exercise in Arunachal. 


India starts sharing maritime data 


Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) was set up last year 


In real time 

The Navy's Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region 
(IFC-IOR) in Gurugram is the single-point centre linking all 
coastal radar chain networks along the 7,500-km Indian 
coastline and in some neighbouring countries 

■ The IFC tracks 
and monitors 
75,000-1.5 
lakh shipping 
vessels in real 
time round- the- 
clock 

■ The IFC active¬ 
ly interacts with ■ The major centres with which regular 
the maritime exchange of maritime security information 
community and is being undertaken include Virtual Regional 
has already built Maritime Traffic Centre, Maritime Security 
linkages with 18 Centre- Horn of Africa, Regional Coopera- 
countries and tion Agreement on Combating Piracy and 

15 multinational Armed Robbery, Information Fusion Cen- 
and maritime tre-Singapore, and International Maritime 

security centres Bureau-Piracy Reporting Centre 



DINA KAR PERI 

NEW DELHI 

The Information Fusion 
Centre - Indian Ocean Re¬ 
gion (IFC-IOR) set up last 
year has started functioning 
as an information sharing 
hub of maritime data and 
“cuing incident responses” 
to maritime security situa¬ 
tions through a collaborative 
approach. Navy sources 
said. 

At the just concluded Goa 
Maritime Conclave (GMC), 
National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval had offered coun¬ 
tries in the IOR use of the fa¬ 
cility to track movement of 
vessels on the high seas. 

“The centre is actively in¬ 
teracting with the maritime 
community and has already 
built linkages with 18 coun¬ 
tries and 15 multinational/ 
maritime security centres,” 
one official said. 

Major centres 

The major centres with 
which regular exchange of 
maritime security informa¬ 
tion is being undertaken in¬ 


clude Virtual Regional Mari¬ 
time Traffic Centre 
(VRMTC), Maritime Security 
Centre-Horn of Africa 
(MSCHOA), Regional Coop¬ 
eration Agreement on Com¬ 
bating Piracy and Armed 
Robbery (ReCAAP), Informa¬ 
tion Fusion Centre-Singa- 
pore (IFC-SG), and Interna¬ 
tional Maritime 


Bureau-Piracy Reporting 
Centre (IMB PRC). 

“The centre is administer¬ 
ing a website to undertake 
collation and dissemination 
of information on a daily ba¬ 
sis and also hosts the Month¬ 
ly Maritime Security Update 
(MMSU) highlighting analy¬ 
sis on incidents, warnings 
and advisories in IOR,” the 


official added. 

The IFC-IOR was inaugu¬ 
rated in December 2018 
within the premises of the 
Navy’s Information Manage¬ 
ment and Analysis Centre 
(IMAC) in Gurugram. 

New joiners 

Several Indian Ocean littoral 
states have joined the coastal 
radar chain network. 

Addressing the GMC host¬ 
ed last week by the Navy and 
attended by 10 Indian Ocean 
littoral states, Mr. Doval stat¬ 
ed that India aspires to be a 
“major contributor” to mari¬ 
time safety in the region 
with active cooperation of all 
and “we would like our 
neighbours to draw upon it, 
consider it as their own facil¬ 
ity” he stated and added that 
rather than “duplicating it” 
we can augment it further by 
their cooperation. His com¬ 
ments on avoiding duplica¬ 
tion are important in the 
context of reports that Ban¬ 
gladesh and Sri Lanka are 
considering setting up simi¬ 
lar fusion centres. 
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INTEGRAL COACH FACTORY M 

The following e-tenders are published in IREPS website. Firms are requested 
to loain to www.ireDS.aov.in and auote aaainst these tenders. Manual 
quotations will not be entertained for these tenders. Closing and Opening time 
for all tenders are 14:30 hrs and 15:00 hrs respectively. 

SI. 

Open 

Tender 

No. 

Short description 

Value 

Date of Tender 

No. 

of work 

(Rs.) 

Closing 

Opening 

1. 

EW/1041 

Improvement to track 
structure inside Shell & 
Furnishing factory. 

30,97,776/- 

28.10.2019 

28.10.2019 

2. 

EW/1042 

Provision of Plinth 
protection allround the 
building in East Colony 

49,23,472/- 

28.10.2019 

28.10.2019 

3. 

EW/1043 

Re-roofing with non¬ 
asbestos sheet in 
Furnishing Division 

1,38,78,743/- 

28.10.2019 

28.10.2019 



GREEN ICF ! 

CLEAN ICF ! 



SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

TENDER NOTICE No.TBM-SG-CN-2019-2020-10-OT 

Dated: 01.10.2019 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Deputy Chief Signal & 
Telecommunication Engineer, Construction, Southern Railway, Tambaram invites 
e-tender for the following works: 

Item No 

Name of the Work 

1 

Provision of Computer based Large Format Display System in 
Control Office at Trichy, Madurai, Chennai divisions and 
GSM/GPRS communication from RTU to CMU at control office. 

Item No. | 

Cash value 
in 

Earnest 

Money 

Deposit 

Last Date and time of 
submission of e-Tender 
through IREPS site 

Cost of 
Tender 
Document 

Period 

Completion 

in 

month(s) 

ill 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

1 

6,22,21,825/- 

4,61,100/- 

25.10.2019 
upto 14:00 Hrs 

10,000/- 

FOUR 

Tenderers may keep seeing the website during the Advertisement Period for any 
update/corrigendum / revised date of opening. 

Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender Document Cost (TDC) shall be 
accepted through net banking or payment gateway only. 

The supply / work is subject to GST rules applicable from time to time. 

Deputy Chief Signal & Telecommunication Engineer / 
Construction, Tambaram, Chennai - 600 045. 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

E-TENDER 

NOTICE No. 33-CECNMS-19-20-TBM-CGL-15 Dated : 04.10.2019 

NOTICE No. 34-CECNMS-19-20-TBM-CGL-16 Dated : 04.10.2019 

NOTICE No. 35-CECNMS-19-20-MTK-141 Dated : 04.10.2019 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Chief Engineer, Construction, 
Southern Railway, Egmore, Chennai - 600 008 invites e-tender for the following 
work(s) as per Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in . The 
tenderers/Contractors intending to apply for the tender needs to get enrolled in the 
portal www.ireps.gov.in and only online tenders will be accepted . The Cost of the 
tender form and the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be made through online 
payment gateway available in the website by the way of multiple bank’s net-banking, 
debit card and credit card. 


NAME OF THE WORK 

Proposed third line between TAMBARAM and CHENGALPATTU - Proposed 
construction of Protective Retaining wall and Yard drains etc. from Ch: 29500 to Ch: 
58800 between TAMBARAM (Excl) and CHENGALPATTU (Excl) - Balance works. 

Proposed third line between TAMBARAM - CHENGALPATTU - Proposed earth 
work in forming bank, cutting & Blanketting between TAMBARAM (Excl.) - 
GUDUVANCHERRI(ExcL) and SINGAPERUMALKOVIL (Excl.) - CHENGALPATTU 
(Excl.) - Balance works. 

Proposed Gauge Conversion between THIRUTHURAIPUNDI - PATTUKKOTTAI 
section: Goods Platform with Approach road and other miscellaneous works at 
THIRUTHURAIPUNDI. 

Approximate 
cash value ? 

Earnest Money 
Deposit ^ 

Cost of tender 
Form ^ 

Period of 
Completion 
in months 

Closing Date 

@15.30 hrs. 

79176861.51 

545900.00 

10000 

FOUR 

30.10.2019 

67431362.8 

487200.00 

10000 

FOUR 

30.10.2019 

81264948.12 

556300.00 

10000 

TEN 

30.10.2019 


For further details, please refer to website portal www.ireps.gov.in or contact office 
of the Chief Administrative Officer, Construction, E.V.R. High Road, Egmore, 
Chennai - 600 008. 


Chief Engineer, Construction, Egmore, Chennai-8. 



A ND-NDE 
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Second whistleblower emerges in Trump probe 

Lawyer says his team represents multiple informants in connection to the complaint filed over President’s Ukraine call 



Double trouble: Donald Trump in Washington. ■ afp/file 


Chinese soldiers warn 
Hong Kong protesters 

Scores arrested under emergency laws 





Stand-off continues: Protesters smashing a taxi during a 
demonstration in Hong Kong on Sunday, -afp 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

A second whistleblower has 
come forward about Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s at¬ 
tempts to get the Ukrainian 
President to investigate a 
political rival, lawyers for the 
informant said on Sunday. 

Lawyer Mark Zaid said the 
person, also an intelligence 
official, has first-hand know¬ 
ledge of some of the allega¬ 
tions involving the initial 
whistleblower complaint, 
which triggered impeach¬ 
ment proceedings against 
the Republican President. 

The emergence of a se¬ 
cond protected witness com¬ 
plicates efforts by Mr. Trump 
and his Republican suppor¬ 
ters to dismiss the complaint 
as politically motivated hear¬ 
say and may strengthen the 
Democrats’ case against him. 

The complaint, filed with 
the inspector general on Au¬ 
gust 12, cited information re¬ 
ceived from half a dozen U.S. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SEOUL 

North Korea said on Sunday 
it has “no intention” to con¬ 
tinue nuclear talks unless 
the U.S. takes steps to end 
hostilities, a day after nego¬ 
tiations in Sweden broke 
down. 

The discussions in Swe¬ 
den followed months of sta¬ 
lemate following a February 
meeting between the 
North’s leader Kim Jong-un 
and President Donald 
Trump, and came after 
Pyongyang’s defiant test of a 
sea-launched ballistic mis¬ 
sile on Wednesday. 

The North walked away 
from the Sweden talks, say¬ 
ing it was disappointed at 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

VATICAN CITY 

Pope Francis urged bishops 
on Sunday to boldly shake 
up the status quo as they 
chart ways to better care for 
the Amazon and its indige¬ 
nous people amid threats 
from forest fires, develop¬ 
ment and what he called ide¬ 
ological “ashes of fear.” 

Pope Francis opened a 
three-week meeting on pre¬ 
serving the rainforest and 
ministering to its native peo¬ 
ple as he fended off attacks 
from conservatives who are 
opposed to his ecological 
agenda. 

Among the most conten¬ 
tious proposals on the agen¬ 
da is whether married elders 
could be ordained priests to 
address the chronic priest 
shortages in the region. 


officials expressing concern 
that Mr. Trump was using the 
power of his office to solicit 
interference from a foreign 
country as he seeks re-elec¬ 
tion in 2020. 

It also alleged that Mr. 
Trump leveraged $400 mil¬ 
lion in aid to secure a pro¬ 
mise from Ukrainian Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelensky to 
investigate a Democratic riv¬ 
al, former Vice-President Joe 
Biden, and his son Hunter Bi- 
den, who sat on the board of 
a Ukrainian energy 
company. 

“I can confirm that my 
firm and my team represent 
multiple whistleblowers in 
connection to the underlying 
August 12,2019, disclosure to 
the Intelligence Community 
Inspector General,” Andrew 
Bakaj, a second lawyer, said 
on Twitter. Mr. Bakaj de¬ 
clined further comment. 

Mr. Zaid said the whistle¬ 
blower had spoken with the 
inspector general as part of 


the lack of “new and crea¬ 
tive” solutions offered by 
Washington, although the 
U.S. insisted it was willing to 
meet again in two weeks. 

But a spokesman for 
North’s Foreign Ministry 
said Washington’s claims 
about another meeting was 
“ungrounded”. 

“We have no intention to 
hold such sickening negotia¬ 
tions as what happened this 
time before the U.S. takes a 
substantial step to make 
complete and irreversible 
withdrawal of the hostile 
policy toward the DPRK,” he 
said. “The fate of future 
talks depend on the U.S. atti¬ 
tude, and the end of this 
year is its deadline”. 


Currently indigenous 
Catholics in remote parts of 
the Amazon can go months 
without seeing a priest or 
having a proper Mass. 
Another proposal calls for 
the Catholic church to identi¬ 
fy new “official ministries” 


an initial examination of the 
whistleblower complaint. An 
interview with the inspector 
general affords protection 
against reprisal. 

Discontent within 

Confirmation of another 
whistleblower followed stir¬ 
rings of discontent within 
Mr. Trump’s own Republican 
Party after he called on Beij- 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

Britain hinted on Sunday 
that it could be open to 
changes to its latest Brexit 
proposals for Northern Ire¬ 
land, as European leaders 
piled pressure on Prime Mi¬ 
nister Boris Johnson to re¬ 
vise the plans. 

Brexit Secretary Stephen 
Barclay reiterated that the 
ideas formally submitted to 
Brussels this week were “a 
broad landing zone” to be 
discussed during “intense 
negotiations in the coming 
days”. 

He urged the bloc to show 
“creativity and flexibility” to 
secure a deal ahead of Oc¬ 
tober 31 - when Mr. Johnson 


for women, though organis¬ 
ers have made it clear that 
priestly ordination is off the 
table. 

Pope Francis’ conserva¬ 
tive critics, including a hand¬ 
ful of cardinals, have called 
the proposals “heretical”. 


ing on Friday to investigate 
Mr. Biden’s son, who had bu¬ 
siness dealings in China. 

Republican U.S. Senators 
Mitt Romney, Ben Sasse and 
Susan Collins have expressed 
concerns about Mr. Trump 
reaching out to foreign coun¬ 
tries to help him in his 2020 
re-election bid. 

However, other Republi¬ 
cans stood firmly in support 


has vowed Britain will end 
its 46 years of EU member¬ 
ship with or without an 
agreement. 

“We’ve set out very se¬ 
rious proposals, including 
compromise on our side,” 
Mr. Barclay told the BBC. 

“We do need to get into 
the intensive negotiations on 
the text to clarify what the 
deal is.” 

Mr. Barclay added the go¬ 
vernment was considering 
holding a parliamentary vote 
ahead of a make-or-break EU 
summit on October 17-18 to 
show bloc leaders that Mr. 
Johnson’s plans have MPs’ 
support. 

But European leaders, 
who have reacted tepidly to 

104 people 
killed in 
Iraq violence 

REUT ERS 

BAGHDAD 

At least eight people were 
killed and 25 wounded in 
fresh clashes between prot¬ 
esters and police in eastern 
Baghdad on Sunday, police 
and medical sources said. 

The clashes took the 
death toll to 104 in less 
than a week of protests ov¬ 
er corruption and 
unemployment. 

Police, backed by the ar¬ 
my, used live rounds and 
tear gas to disperse the 
crowds at two separate lo¬ 
cations in Sadr City. 

The protests pose the 
biggest security and politi¬ 
cal challenge for Prime Mi¬ 
nister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s 
government since it took 
power a year ago. 


of Mr. Trump, echoing the 
President’s insistence that 
there was nothing wrong 
with his Ukraine call and dis¬ 
missing his entreaty to China 
as a joke, even though Mr. 
Trump continues to raise the 
issue. “I doubt if the China 
comment was serious to tell 
you the truth,” U.S. Senator 
Roy Blunt, a Republican 
member of the Senate Intelli¬ 
gence Committee, said. 

Mr. Trump has alleged 
that Hunter Biden profited in 
his business dealings in both 
Ukraine and China from his 
father’s position, although 
there has been no evidence 
of any wrongdoing. “The Bi¬ 
den family was PAID OFF, 
pure and simple!” Mr. 
Trump tweeted on Sunday. 

The President also railed 
against the “do-nothing” De¬ 
mocrats’ impeachment with 
a string of retweets from sup¬ 
porters, touting his high ap¬ 
proval ratings among 
Republicans. 



Stephen Barclay 


the propositions and urged 
London to offer a revised, 
viable way forward, are yet 
to agree even to ramp up 
negotiations. 

Brussels reportedly 
balked at Britain’s request to 
keep initial discussions on 
the proposals going through 


REUT ERS 

LISBON 

Portugal began voting on 
Sunday in an election that 
Prime Minister Antonio Cos¬ 
ta’s Socialists are expected 
to win without an outright 
majority, leaving the fate of 
potential allies as the main 
question. 

Opinion polls indicate the 
Socialists will come top with 
between 36.5% and 38.8% of 
the vote but will need one or 
more parties to back them to 
stay in government. Mr. Cos¬ 
ta’s minority government 
has been backed by two far- 
left parties since 2015. 

Mr. Costa’s government 
has been praised by Brussels 


The call with Mr. Zelensky, 
a summary of which was re¬ 
leased by the White House, 
and the whistleblower com¬ 
plaint prompted House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi to launch an 
impeachment inquiry on 
September 24. Mr. Trump’s 
attempts to solicit foreign in¬ 
terference threatened na¬ 
tional security, she said. 

e No quid pro quo’ 

Democrats said any finding 
that Mr. Trump withheld tax¬ 
payer money, already ap¬ 
proved by Congress to help 
Ukraine fight Russian aggres¬ 
sion, in exchange for a favour 
from Mr. Zelensky would 
strengthen the case against 
him. 

Mr. Trump has main¬ 
tained there was no “quid 
pro quo” in his request of the 
Ukrainian President, but text 
messages released by com¬ 
mittees leading the inquiry 
have shown otherwise. 


the weekend. 

The EU instead want re¬ 
worked plans submitted by 
the end of the week, with 
time running out ahead of 
the summit. 

Brussels has said the plans 
“do not provide a basis for 
concluding an agreement”. 

Mr. Barclay, who will tra¬ 
vel to Amsterdam later Sun¬ 
day for Brexit talks, hinted 
that Britain could be willing 
to consider alternative ways 
of meeting its aims. “We’re 
ready to work on that,” he 
said. 

Ireland’s leader Leo Va- 
radkar said on Saturday 
there is “plenty of time” for 
U.K. to put forward alterna¬ 
tives. 



Antonio Costa 


and at home for combining 
fiscal discipline with mea¬ 
sures to promote growth af¬ 
ter recession during 2010-14 
debt crisis. 

“I’m voting for Costa 
again. He’s done well for us,” 
Fatima Abreu, 81, said. 


REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

Chinese soldiers issued a 
warning to Hong Kong prot¬ 
esters who shone lasers at 
their barracks in the city on 
Sunday, in the first direct in¬ 
teraction with mainland 
military forces in four 
months of anti-government 
demonstrations. 

The stand-off with the Pe¬ 
ople’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) came after rallies at¬ 
tended by tens of thousands 
of protesters earlier on Sun¬ 
day ended in violent clashes 
in several locations. Police 
fired tear gas and baton- 
charged the crowds, while 
some demonstrators threw 
bricks and petrol bombs at 
police as night fell. 

One-year jail term 

Protesters concealed their 
faces in defiance of colonial- 
era emergency laws invoked 
by the authorities on Friday, 
which banned face masks. 
Protesters face a maximum 
of one year in jail for break¬ 
ing the mask ban. 

Police made their first ar¬ 
rests under the new rules, 
detaining scores of people. 
Officers tied their wrists 
with cable and unmasked 
their faces before placing 
them on buses. Some prot¬ 
esters lay in foetal positions 
on the ground, their wrists 
tied behind their backs, af- 


But after a series of scan¬ 
dals, from a nepotism row to 
the alleged involvement of a 
former Minister in an Army 
cover-up of the theft of wea¬ 
pons from a military base, 
other voters said it was time 
for a change. 

“The last four years we¬ 
ren’t great for me. It is the 
same as it was in 2009 dur¬ 
ing the crisis,” said Adriano 
Macedo, 66, who voted for 
the centre-right Social De¬ 
mocrats (PSD), the main op¬ 
position party. 

The PSD is polling at un¬ 
der 30% and is expected to 
lose seats, while the Social¬ 
ists are seen winning more 
than in 2015. 


ter being subdued with pep¬ 
per spray and batons. 

“The anti-mask law just 
fuels our anger and more 
will people come on to the 
street,” Lee, a university stu¬ 
dent wearing a blue mask, 
said on Sunday, as he 
marched on Hong Kong 
island. 

“We are not afraid of the 
new law, we will continue 
fighting. I put on the mask to 
tell the government that I’m 
not afraid of tyranny.” 

China’s Hong Kong mili¬ 
tary garrison warned a 
crowd of a few hundred 
protesters they could be ar¬ 
rested for targeting its bar¬ 
racks walls in the city with 
laser lights. It was the first 
direct interaction between 
the PLA and protesters. Chi¬ 
nese military personnel 
standing on the roof of the 
building held up a sign in 
English and Chinese which 
read: “Warning. You are in 
breach of the law. You may 
be prosecuted.” 

The PLA’s top brass has 
warned violence is “abso¬ 
lutely impermissible”. 

The rallies on Sunday on 
Hong Kong island and 
across the harbour in Kow¬ 
loon had been largely 
peaceful until police began 
to try and disperse the 
crowds, saying they were 
participating in unlawful 
assemblies. 



Israel unveils remains of 
5 f 000-year-old city 

HADERA 

Israeli archaeologists on 
Sunday unveiled the remains 
of a 5,000-year-old city at an 
archaeological site known as 
En Esurthey. The discovery, 
which includes fortifications, 
a ritual temple, is among the 
biggest from its era in the 
region, afp 

4 killed, 5 wounded in 
shooting at U.S. bar 

KANSAS 

Two men opened fire inside a 
bar in Kansas City early on 
Sunday, killing four people 
and wounding five others in a 
shooting believed to have 
stemmed from an earlier 
dispute, police said, ap 


No talks unless U.S. stops 
hostile policies: N. Korea 


U.K. signals it could soften Brexit stand 

EU leaders are piling pressure on PM Boris Johnson to revise the exit plan 


Pope urges action to save Amazon 

He asks Bishops to find ways to better care for native people 



Reaching out: The Pope with indigenous people from the 
Amazon region at an opening Mass in St. Peter's Basilica. ■ ap 


As Portugal votes, ruling 
Socialists seen as favourites 

PM Antonio Costa likely to need support to form govt. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 What police might 

triumphantly announce after 
jailbreak to astonish? (8) 

5 Stop drunkard tackling club 
champion (6) 

10 Bishop's hat and shirt found in 
swamp (5) 

11 Traditional group welcomes 
groom with garland initially 
(5-4) 


CM 

YK 




12 Make brutal insult and start to 
assault rebel (9) 

13 Accepted retrogressive 
proposal to stifle Left 
impulsively (2-3) 

14 Chaos resulting from gold 
found in pile (6) 

15 Bob in need takes partners 
back (7) 

18 Falsify one detailed report in 
extremes of deceit (7) 

20 Plan is certain to secure 
victory? Yes (6) 

22 Run into a fight or bolt (5) 

24 British athlete playing tennis in 
club (9) 

25 Riotous rush to enter bar on 
time (9) 

26 Possible cure to tackle large 
abscess(5) 

27 Refuse to entertain husband's 
crush (6) 

28 Craftily manage to adopt 
extremely powerful strategy 
(4,4) 

■ DOWN 

1 Get hold of boy replacing 
daughter in pantomime (4,2) 



2 Scandalous, harmful nonsense 

put up for vote (9) 

3 Get ready to start fishing 

perhaps and give oneself 
problems (4,1,3,2,5) 

4 Desperate desire to pursue 

primarily nubile nymphs (7) 

6 Fool breaking sculpture of 

erotic guru makes a bad 
impression (4,1,4,6) 

7 Strong woven fabric of woman 

in farm (5) 

8 Inebriated, cheat around with 

heartily raunchy noble (8) 

9 Degenerate Republican 

ignored issue (6) 

16 Suspicious jerk found in seedy 
places (9) 

17 Holding hand - it is subtly 
romantic (8) 

19 Puts forward rumours about 
bachelor (6) 

20 American singer held by cops 
in a transgression (7) 

21 Boring to supervise rehearsal 
( 3 , 3 ) 

23 Vertical pipe in tower is 
eroded (5) 
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FAITH 

Satyam and dharma 

Good and evil are very much part of everyone’s life and 
world. But one should guard against the perception that if 
the evil trends in the world are corrected, automatically pe¬ 
ople will find peace of mind and happiness. In a discourse, 
Swami Omkarananda drew attention to the fact that only 
when the unsteady human mind builds a firewall against the 
external world, it can correct its outlook and perceptions. 
For, in one sense, whatever evil is perceived in the world is a 
reflection of the ill thoughts in the individual mind. In real¬ 
ity, the external world is only the form of God and if the 
mind accepts this truth, it can gain peace. To a mind steeped 
in worldly desires where is the chance to feel peace? When 
there is no attempt to think of the atma within, there is no 
possibility to strive for higher values and ennobling charac¬ 
ter that can contribute to peace of mind? Without peace, 
where is joy and bliss, asks the Gita. 

If the senses are not controlled, there is no chance to en¬ 
gage in atma tatva vichara leading to atma dyana and to at¬ 
ma swaroopa jnana. One thus incurs all these spiritual loss¬ 
es. The Vedas guide the diffident disciple who asks if it is at 
all possible to cross evil and reach the shores of Truth. The 
Vedas say it is possible. By practising ‘akrodha,’ which is to 
abstain from getting angry, one has to overcome anger. By 
practising acts of charity, ‘dhana,’ one can cross the tenden¬ 
cy to be selfish. Many prayers in the Vedas invoke the Al¬ 
mighty to help one tread in the path of satyam and dharma. 
The motto ‘Satyam Vada, Dharmam chara’ holds the es¬ 
sence of every man’s upright behaviour. The Vedas also 
speak of Satyam and Ritam. If Satyam is truth, Ritam is the 
way to remain truthful. Together they imply truthfulness in 
thought, word and deed. 



A ND-NDE 
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The diminishing 
popularity of ME/ 
M.Tech programmes 
is a cause for 
concern. These 
programmes need to 
be strengthened with 
innovative schemes, 
academic flexibility 
and the inclusion of 
emerging 
technologies 


Plan the next step: Reviving 
postgraduation education. 


P. V. NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN 

Close to 80% of seats in the ME and M.Tech pro¬ 
grammes at engineering colleges, under the pur¬ 
view of Anna University (Chennai), remained va¬ 
cant after the admission process was completed 
this year. This is definitely a matter of concern for 
educators, particularly in technical education. 

The field is already suffering from diminishing 
popularity at the undergraduate level, and one of 
the major causes is the dearth of competent post¬ 
graduate and doctoral teachers. According to a re¬ 
cent review committee report of the Tamil Nadu 
government, there are 1,930 vacant teaching posts 
in the 33 government/university departments/col¬ 
leges and 85 polytechnics in the state. Since today’s 
students become tomorrow’s teachers, this trend 
of decreasing admissions in PG engineering pro¬ 
grammes could forecast a worsening of the situa¬ 
tion, not only in academic degree programmes, 
but also in engineering research. 

It may, however, be interesting to know that 
even during the times of higher popularity of engi¬ 
neering education, admission in postgraduate 
programmes was not always as coveted as for 
undergraduate programmes, even in IITs, IISc, 
NITs and constituent colleges of Anna 
University. 

Failing popularity 

The reasons are many, one is that for most 
students, “education is for a job”. While a 
good undergraduate degree in engineer¬ 
ing is often sufficient to fetch you a decent 
job, a postgraduate degree may not im¬ 
prove the prospect too much. This is most 
apparent in areas like computer science in 
which we have faced a dearth of teachers 
with postgraduate degrees, for a long 
time. It is funny that a postgraduate de¬ 
gree may even reverse the charm of just 
an undergraduate degree, since, ulti¬ 
mately, you may end up as a ‘teacher 
only’, which you may despise 
(unjustifiably). 

The second reason is that the two- 
years that one spends on the ME or 
M.Tech programme is too much as a 
professional experience of that 
length could bring in more benefits to 
the student. For this reason, some 
join the course in lieu of a job and 
quit the moment they get one. This 
attrition leads to valuable seats being 
left vacant since it would be too late to 
fill them with those wait-listed. Migra¬ 
tion to other institutions for reasons 
such as better academic status, 
placement history, credibility, the 
possibility of financial assistance 
and the like is another reason for 
the attrition. 


The undergraduate programmes are often 
only the gateways to higher education and 
never complete in themselves. 


Why No 
Takers? 


Some institutions are indulging in disservice to 
education by conducting half-baked PG pro¬ 
grammes in engineering without proper infras¬ 
tructure, faculty, periodic assessment, attendance 
requirements, and so on, but are awarding degrees 
verging on fake degrees. These institutions do not 
complain of low admission. Such academic offenc¬ 
es must be dealt with greater severity and admoni¬ 
tion than economic offences. 

Solutions 

One way of making the ME/M .Tech programmes 
more inviting is to strengthen the ‘teacher-candi¬ 
date’ scheme that we had in reputed institutions 
like College of Engineering, Guindy in Chennai. 
Under this scheme, bright raw BE/B.Tech grad¬ 
uates, with an aptitude for teaching, were taken in 
as lecturers for undergraduate classes, with re¬ 
duced workload, and simultaneously allowed to 
undergo the relevant postgraduate programme in 
the same institution for an extended duration, with 
the condition that they would serve as teachers in 
the same institution after finishing the course. This 
not only helps to add better and motivated post¬ 
graduate students, but also assures quality teach¬ 
ers to replace the contract teachers who have limit¬ 
ed tenures and responsibilities. 

Another way is to bring back the old system of 
one-and-a-half-year ME/M.Tech programmes that 
we had some years ago. The resulting reduction in 
the duration of the programmes will be definitely 
more inviting to many. We will still be better than 
some of the western countries where one-year 
postgraduate programmes are offered. M.Sc pro¬ 
grammes in Advanced Mechanical Engineering at 
the University of Birmingham, the U.K.; MS pro¬ 
grammes in Computer Science at the University of 
British Columbia and Western University, Canada; 
and Computer Science and Information System at 
the University of Utah, the U.S., are samples of 12- 
month programmes. 

Introducing emerging technologies such as AI 
(Artificial Intelligence) with data science, IoT (In¬ 
ternet of Things), quantum computing, augmented 
and virtual reality, blockchain and cybersecurity, 
microbots, and stem cell therapy as specialisa¬ 
tions, at the postgraduate level, will add value to 
the programmes. 

Providing for dual specialisation within the 
same major discipline and dual programmes in dif¬ 
ferent disciplines will also enthuse takers. Dura¬ 
tion, of course, will be longer. Catering to smarter 
candidates, accelerated programmes that allow 
them to finish the course on a compressed timeline 
will also be helpful. With the choice-based credit 
system in vogue, an overload of credits can be al¬ 
lowed, enabling early course completion. Posses¬ 
sion of professional experience can be given credit 
to reduce the course load. 

A recent announcement by the All India Council 
for Technical Education (AICTE) chairman, Anil 
Sahasrabudhe, stated that postgraduates who plan 
to become engineering faculty will be required to 
undergo eight modules of training and three weeks 
of internship should not be a deterrent, but a wel¬ 
come feature for those with a real aptitude for 
teaching. 

The diminishing popularity of postgraduate 
education is definitely deplorable. The undergrad¬ 
uate programmes are often only the gateways to 
higher education and never complete in them¬ 
selves. This is because, at this level, most funda¬ 
mentals are exposed to the learner in a diffused 
way; the real and deeper understanding of at least 
some chosen specialised area is made possible on¬ 
ly in a master’s programme. It is imperative, there¬ 
fore, to save our ME/M.Tech programmes. 


The writer is a former professor and Director, Entrance 
Examinations and Admission, Anna University, Chennai. 


Engage with your ideas 

As students, it is important to make the conscious shift from being passive listeners to 
active ones 



ft 


BACKPACKER'S GUIDE 


USHA RAMAN 

I recently met a former student 
who, after leaving the institution 
where I teach, had gone on to do 
an advanced degree from what 
is considered one among a net¬ 
work of eminent technology in¬ 
stitutes. This one has, in the past 
decade, acquired a reputation 
for research degrees in the liber¬ 
al arts, despite the broader insti¬ 
tutional emphasis on technology 
education. “The coursework 
was intense,” he said, referring 
to the amount of reading stu¬ 
dents were expected to do. The 
expectation was that students 
would go down the reading list 
according to the schedule of dis¬ 
cussions, and make a note if they 
were confused about something. 
These confusions would be 
brought into the class and be 
clarified or explored further, as 
the readings were discussed. 

The sub-text to this conversa¬ 
tion was that such advance read¬ 
ing rarely happened in his ear¬ 
lier university experience. This 
probably comes as no surprise 
to college teachers, particularly 
those in the social sciences and 
humanities. Generally, the in¬ 
structor builds carefully curated 


reading lists, arranges the items 
in logical order, mixing up the 
long and the short, the complex 
and somewhat simple, the con¬ 
temporary and the classic. The 
hopeful teacher envisions stimu¬ 
lated and engaging discussions, 
with students having gone 
through the assigned materials 
and prepared to contribute their 
views. The realistic teacher, on 
the other hand, does not count 
on anyone reading anything - 
unless there are marks involved. 
If there is a test, then they know 
students will usually come pre¬ 
pared to a‘t’. 

Building understanding 

So, why does it happen that stu¬ 
dents rarely recognise the need 
to read ahead of a class? I have 
often had them tell me that a 
reading was “too long” or “too 
complex”, or that they just 


didn’t have enough time. But, I 
suspect the real reason goes 
deeper, and has its roots in the 
way most of us have been 
schooled. 

By and large, at the school le¬ 
vel, learning is about “receiving” 
information and explanation. 
You listen and watch and do in 
the classroom, and you practise 
and internalise during home¬ 
work and in preparation for ex¬ 
ams. The listening comes first 
and the reading, later. In fact, 
reading only consolidates what 
has already been discussed in 
class. This is a great way to build 
an understanding of basic con¬ 
cepts and gather foundational 
information, across subjects. 

But isn’t higher education 
about something more? By the 
time we get to college, particu¬ 
larly at the postgraduate level, 
we are already independent 


The realistic teacher, on 
the other hand, does not 
count on anyone reading 
anything - unless there 
are marks involved. 

learners and thinkers. We have 
the ability to assimilate informa¬ 
tion in a variety of ways, and 
critically engage with ideas and 
their application. Yet, we conti¬ 
nue to behave like passive receiv¬ 
ers of information, failing to re¬ 
cognise and act on this ability. 

Higher education is a distinct 
break from schooling, in this im¬ 
portant aspect. It is a space 
where we become even more ac¬ 
tive participants in the process 
of our intellectual development. 
But such growth cannot happen 
effectively, if we continue to be¬ 
have like receivers. Participation 
requires that we come into the 
class prepared to engage, rather 
than simply listen. It means 
bringing something to an inte¬ 
raction, rather than just taking. 
This depends on doing some 
work ahead of the class, and pos¬ 
sibly, reducing the work you 
need to do after. And often, it 
means coming to the class with 
notes made, rather than waiting 
for it to be given. 


The writer teaches at the 
University of Hyderabad and edits 
Teacher Plus. 
usha.bpgU@gmaiL.com 



■ AICTE-Saksham 
Scholarship Scheme 

AICTE will be providing scholar¬ 
ships to differently-abled stu¬ 
dents for pursuing technical de¬ 
gree/diploma courses from 
recognised institutions in India. 
This scholarship is aimed at en¬ 
couraging students towards 
technical education, by lending 
financial support for professional 
studies. 

eligibility: All specially-abled 
students, with disability levels 
not less than 40%, may apply, if 
they are currently enrolled in one 
year of any degree/diploma pro¬ 
gramme at AlCTE-recognised in¬ 
stitutions. Only applicants with 
family income less than ?8 lakh 
per year are eligible. 
prizes and rewards: Selected 
students will receive a tuition fee 
reimbursement of up to f30,000, 
or actual (whichever is less), and 
incidental charges benefit of 
?2,000/month for up to 10 
months/year. 
application: Online 
deadline: October 08 
http://www.b4s.in/plus/AAS4 

■ AICTE Pragati Scholarship 
for Girls 

AICTE has announced this year's 
Pragati Scholarship Scheme for 
girls who need financial assis¬ 
tance to pursue higher education. 
The scholarship aims at encou¬ 
raging young girls to pursue 
higher education in the field of 
technical and professional 
studies. 

eligibility: Indian girls enrolled 


in first year of degree/diploma 
programme, at any institution 
approved by AICTE may apply. 
Applicants must have a family in¬ 
come of less than ?8 lakh per 
year. 

prizes and rewards: Selected 
girl students will receive a tuition 
fee reimbursement of up to 
?30,000, or actual (whichever is 
less), and incidental charges be¬ 
nefit of 12, 000/month for up to 
10 months/year. 
application: Online 
deadline: October 08 
http://www.b4s.in/plus/PSG2 

■ University of Sussex 
Sports Scholarships Scheme 

Indian athletes who wish to pur¬ 
sue higher education abroad, are 
invited by the University of Sus¬ 
sex to pursue undergraduate stu¬ 
dies with scholarship benefits 
and other academic support. The 
scholarship aims at supporting 
the sporting excellence of Indian 
students at an international level. 
eligibility: Students who have a 
proven record of athletics, at the 
state and national level in India, 
and are applying for undergrad¬ 
uate admissions at the University 
of Sussex, are eligible. 
prizes and rewards: Selected 
athletes will receive a scholarship 
amount of £500 to £1,250 per 
annum for the duration of their 
graduation programme. 
application: Online 
DEADLINE: October 11 

http://www.b4s.in/plus/SSS2 


Courtesy: 

www.buddy4study.com 


(§) www.thehindu.com/education 
^ www.facebook.com/thehinduedge 
y www.twitter.com/thehinduedge 
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Researching 
for a future 

After spending years in 
engineering, Kunal 
decided to try his hand 
at other options 



NAME: 

Kunal Arora 

INSTITUTION: 

Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Techno¬ 
logy, Delhi 


ORGANISATION: 

Codit Solutions, Hyderabad 


DURATION: 

Three months 


I was in my third semester when I realised 
that I did not want to become an engineer. 
However, what I had not realised yet was 
what I wanted to be. I knew that I needed 
to embellish my resume, but I had no idea 
where or how to start. So, I started apply¬ 
ing for internships. 

After four months of struggle and pa¬ 
tience, I was hired for a market research in¬ 
ternship at Kriger Campus, a mobile-based 
education network. It was a work-from- 
home internship, where I analysed the cur¬ 
rent education system and generated ideas 
to improve it. I communicated with 31 oth¬ 
er interns in a WhatsApp group; we were 
the alpha testers who checked every facet 
of the app. I conducted surveys and partici¬ 
pated in group discussions and brainstorm¬ 
ing sessions. My performance gave me con¬ 
fidence and clarity about what I was truly 
interested in, and that was when I decided 
to pursue market research. 

Getting expertise 

During my summer break, I applied and 
started an internship with Codit Solutions. 
I conducted market research and prepared 
reports. This gave me new insights on how 
market research helps a business. 

After this, I interned with an IT compa¬ 
ny, Walkover, where I went through three 
rounds of selection. In the first two rounds, 
the officials asked me to write a pitch for 
cold calling (a technique in which a sales¬ 
person contacts potential buyers regarding 
specific products or services) and to create 
a survey on the exotic vegetable market in 
India. The final round was a telephonic in¬ 
terview with the HR wherein officials en¬ 
quired about my educational background, 
hobbies, and about my interest in market 
research. During this internship, I conduct¬ 
ed cold calls and surveys on restaurant da¬ 
tabases and maintained the response 
sheets. I also got an opportunity to work as 
the campus ambassador of IIM Bangalore. I 
filled a questionnaire and prepared a mar¬ 
keting plan, and once I was shortlisted, I 
was tasked with promoting their fest, 
Unmaad. 

My four internships rebranded my skill- 
set and gave my career a new direction. 
When I first started looking for opportuni¬ 
ties, I did not know what to pursue, so I 
worked in various fields and realised that 
market research was my true calling. 


Kunal Arora is a third-year engineering student 
of Maharaja Surajmal Institute of Technology, 
Delhi. 

Courtesy: internshala.com 


“V-star” scholarship 

Velammal NEET and IIT Academy is or¬ 
ganising V-STAR Scholarship Exam, 
which is open to students presently stu¬ 
dying in classes V to X. The exam will be 
held on October 13. Through this, stu¬ 
dents can avail upto 100% scholarship 
worth ?3.5 crore. Spot registration is also 
available. 

For more details, contact: 7299067932 
or 9700756481 
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NIVEDITA DAS NARAYAN 

Our generation grew up knowing 
‘Curiosity killed the cat’. Curiosity 
during times of zero social media 
identities, when no one publicly 
shared intimate details of their life, 
had a nasty ring to it. Being curious 
meant being overtly nosy and in¬ 
terfering in the lives of others. 

In the last decade or less, curios¬ 
ity has taken on a nuanced mean¬ 
ing - the role of a rescuer at 
clogged crossroads. The curious 
and open disposition has freed ma¬ 
ny a persistent deadlock with a 
simple inquiry, ‘What can I know 
that I don’t know already?’ 

My experience, working with 
adults and the youth, has often led 
to this resting yet generative safe- 
house of curiosity and ensuing 
openness. In many ways, curiosity 
has offered a welcoming, kind, 
more humane space to deal with 
fear, doubt or indifference with 
life. 

Let us sample a life situation. 

How do we thrive during the 
academic years, internships, and 
first jobs? We enter these arenas of 
life with the lurking fear of being 
found out: ‘What if they find out 
that I know nothing’ is a familiar fo¬ 
reboding. And this fear of the un¬ 
known gets masked under a veneer 
of cool collectedness. This self-in¬ 
flicted coolness shadows and 
dumbs down natural eagerness. 
The irony is that the teachers, men¬ 
tors and bosses on the other side 
are keen to see earnest and curious 
newcomers agog with questions, 
even about the most obvious is¬ 
sues. Eagerness, for them, is a sign 


Curiosity doesn’t kill the cat 

The wondrous state is open-hearted and offers clues to explore, hope, 
imagine, and ignite new thinking 


of potential and promise. 

Natural instinct 

Like the child curious about every 
item she can lay her hands on, cu¬ 
riosity augurs progress and open¬ 
ness to new ideas and connections. 
It is a hope-inducing view even in a 
state of numbing indecision. 

To me, curiosity is foundational. 
Some of the alternate teaching fra¬ 
meworks are beginning to guide 
young learners beyond the ‘I see so 
I know’ orientation to ‘I think’ and 


‘I wonder’ route to learning. If you 
reach deep into the ‘I wonder’ pro¬ 
cess, you will find that a rich sense 
of freedom and possibility emerg¬ 
es. The wondrous, curious state is 
open-hearted and offers clues to 
explore, hope, imagine, and ignite 
new thinking. 

To me, there is a bigger gain to 
the curious state of play. Curiosity 
is the doorway to much goodness - 
passion, purpose, logic, know¬ 
ledge, meaningfulness are some. 

Simply speaking, the uncurious 


mind is a closed mind - a closed 
space without fresh air or light - 
hence, nothing promising gener¬ 
ates from within. It does not ques¬ 
tion the logjam of fear, doubt, and 
assumptive paralysis. Allowing the 
room a curiosity doorway makes 
fresh thinking accessible. The door 
may be small to begin with, and 
may need a deliberate push, but 
frequent practice will make the 
doorway wider and accessible. 

Often, when we arrive at the fa¬ 
miliar place of missing passion or 


Simply speaking, the 
uncurious mind is a closed 
mind - a closed space 
without fresh air or light - 
hence, nothing promising 
generates from within. 

purpose, the question ‘What is it 
that still makes me feel excited and 
alive?’ ‘What do I already know 
that I could use?’ ‘What am I not 
asking of myself?’ are powerful 
questions to reflect on. The vacu¬ 
um that we often feel has answers 
in the wealth of experience that is 
already lived, sitting unmined in¬ 
side us. As we get curious, we gen¬ 
erate cues, clues and alerts that 
gently guide and mobilise ideas 
and choices towards the future. 

Sometime back, a serendipitous 
moment made me sign up for a 
‘challenging-level’ summit climb 
up one of the highest peaks in the 
world. I recall asking, “I wonder 
how I will behave under the pres¬ 
sure of summiting. I wonder what 
will show up that will take me 
through. I wonder if my fitness will 
hold up to the challenge.” 

The appeal of finding answers 
was bigger than the lurking doubts, 
and years later I have many answ¬ 
ers: That climbing is my passion - 
my stimulus to be disciplined and 
keep fit; that mountains are my 
thing - my place to de-clutter and 
regenerate; that between the exotic 
and challenging - the latter brings 
me alive in the best way possible. 

I was curious, I tried something 
new; something that I didn’t know I 
cared for till then. I discovered a 
passion. Curiosity surprised me 
with a life-truth. 


The writer is a life coach, blogger and 
writer who simplifies the patterns and 
archetypes she encounters at work and 
in life. nivedita@lifealigncoaching 


Make sound judgements 

It is important to guard against the tendency to create an 
illusory gap based on false dichotomies 




ARUNA SANKARANARAYANAN 

When asked by The Harvard 
Gazette, on the one thing he 
would like to change about our 
world, psychologist, Steven 
Pinker, bemoans that many pe¬ 
ople succumb to the “cognitive 
bias of assessing the world 
through anecdotes and images, 
rather than data and facts.” He 
makes a strong case for reduc¬ 
ing “statistical illiteracy” and 
hopes that “factfulness”, a 
term coined by Hans, Ola and 
Anna Rosling, becomes an en¬ 
demic part of modern culture. 
Instead of being swayed by 
startling news reports and 
pithy tweets, we need to equip 
people to make informed as¬ 
sessments based on reliable da¬ 
ta. At the same time. Pinker as¬ 
serts that we also need to be 
aware of the pitfalls of “unaid¬ 
ed human intuition.” 

Practise factfulness 

In their book, Factfulness, the 
Roslings highlight a set of 
“thinking tools” that can help 
you be more discerning of the 
plethora of ‘facts’, many of 
them conflicting, that vie for 
your attention. They also ack¬ 
nowledge that humans have a 
penchant for drama which 
leads us to embrace an “over- 
dramatic worldview.” Howev¬ 
er, we need to fight our sensa¬ 
tionalist inklings and learn 
how to interpret data to reach 
valid conclusions. We need to 
cultivate factfulness and make 
it habitual by practising and 
persisting. 

The Roslings argue that we 
tend to divide things into bin¬ 
ary categories, and often ima¬ 
gine a gaping chasm between 
the two groups. One of the 
most pervasive misconcep¬ 
tions that the Roslings have en¬ 
countered in people’s minds 
are between ‘rich’/ ‘developed’ 
versus ‘poor’/ ‘developing’ 
countries. This binary frame¬ 
work persists even though 75% 


We need to cultivate 
factfulness and make it 
habitual by practising and 
persisting. 

of humans now live in middle- 
income countries. When Hans 
Rosling lectured at the World 
Bank in 1999, he argued that 
we need to move beyond ‘deve¬ 
loping’ and ‘developed’ labels 
to include more nuanced dis¬ 
tinctions. Apparently, it took 
the World Bank 17 years and 
much persuasion before it did 
away with these labels. 

The “gap instinct”, thus 
creates false dichotomies. To 
resist falling prey to the “gap 
instinct,” the Roslings caution 
us to be more circumspect. 
When someone provides only 
averages to support distinc¬ 
tions between two groups, we 
also need to ask for the range 
or spread of data, be it income 
or test scores. Further, we 
need to beware of compari¬ 
sons of extremes. Often, the 
majority of people are in the 
middle “where the gap is sup¬ 
posed to be.” 

Alas, we also have a negativ¬ 
ity bias that makes us “notice 
the bad more than the good.” 
And, our media plays into this 
bias so most of us think the 
world is getting worse, by the 
day, on multiple counts. Yet, 
the data shows that we have 
progressed on most dimen¬ 
sions, over the past two centu¬ 
ries. Whether it is the number 
of people living in extreme po¬ 


verty, life expectancy, violent 
crime or the spread of literacy, 
humans have made inordinate 
gains. Of course, this does not 
imply that all is well with the 
world. 

But we would do ourselves a 
service by remembering that 
bad news is more likely to 
reach us than good tidings. As 
the Roslings sagely observe, 
“Gradual improvement is not 
news.” We also need to be 
aware of our tendency to see 
our childhood experiences 
through rose-tinted lenses. 
Likewise, “nations often glorify 
their histories” and we need to 
be wary of sanitised versions 
that extol our past. 

Another instinct that leads 
us astray is to imagine “straight 
lines” connecting points, when 
in actuality curves “in lots of 
different shapes” may explain 
the data better. When we look 
at a subset of data and see an 
upward trend, we should re¬ 
mind ourselves that it could 
“be a part of a straight line, an 
S-bend, a hump.” 

To recap, we must guard 
against our tendency to create 
an illusory gap based on false 
dichotomies, our penchant for 
bad news and bias towards 
straight lines when examining 
data points. Next month, I will 
unpack a few more unhelpful 
human instincts that lead us 
astray. 


The writer is Director, PRAYATNA. 
arunasankara@gmail.com 



Crisis of creativity 

Though student imagination is at an all-time low, 
critical thinking, creative writing, and the will to learn 
can address the elephant in the room 


■ VAIBHAV PANDE 

Colleges these days are creating an ar¬ 
my of nodders and jotters, while the 
job should be to create leaders and vi¬ 
sionaries for a better tomorrow. Institu¬ 
tions are valued on the basis of a gran¬ 
diose building, a visit from some 
renowned world leaders, a potent on¬ 
line presence and fancy advertisements 
in the print media to create puffery. 

The current approach towards edu¬ 
cation in Indian colleges looks like so¬ 
mething that is done in jest and with¬ 
out keeping in mind students’ future. 
The nation needs creative minds that 
can bring big changes and can help In¬ 
dia become a global power. The only 
thing that colleges are giving the coun¬ 
try is a long line of discombobulated 
graduates. 

Why are there less creative grad¬ 
uates in the country? One of the main 
reasons behind the lack of creativity in 
college students or graduates is the ex¬ 
cessive usage of the Internet. This has 
led to a great decrease in the genera¬ 
tion of original ideas and plans. Stu¬ 
dents don’t bother to use their imagi¬ 
nation while preparing a project or 
report and what is worse is that the 
college does not object. Right from the 
beginning, students are trained only to 
improve their memory so that they can 
memorise more to get good grades. Af¬ 
ter school, they are only left with a 
marksheet which takes them on a cir¬ 
cuitous path that ends in disappoint¬ 


ment. Students should be taught the 
importance of developing their overall 
personality and the importance of 
creative thinking. 

What next? 

Albert Einstein said, “I have no special 
talent, I am only passionately curious.” 
Curiosity is the most powerful seed 
that teachers and mentors can plant in 
young minds. Skills such as creative 
writing, out-of-the box thinking activi¬ 
ties, and so on, should be part of every 
college’s curriculum as they help stu¬ 
dents step outside their ambit of know¬ 
ledge and also turn the classroom into 
an atelier where they can explore and 
create masterpieces. 

The current creativity rate of most 
students is unsatisfactory, but it can be 
improved with the help of creativity 
workshops and thinking skills activities. 
Most of our country’s masterminds go 
outside India to study and explore bet¬ 
ter opportunities. They end up becom¬ 
ing CEOs of multinational American 
companies and take these companies 
to unprecedented heights. The govern¬ 
ment needs to take major steps regard¬ 
ing creativity classes in Indian colleges. 
This will result in a huge line of star¬ 
tups and entrepreneurs that will help 
in generating employment, bring revo¬ 
lutionary changes, and turn India into 
a robust economy. 


The writer is CEO of Twin Win, a 
motivational speaker and success coach. 


IN BRIEF 


Neuroimaging event 





Sharda Hospital recently organised CME "Sharda 
Neuro-Imaging Update". The event was jointly 

organised by Department of Radio-Diagnosis Sharda Hospital and School of Medical Sciences and 
Research (SMS&R) at Sharda University. The event brought together more than 100 doctors who 
discussed about the basic concepts of imaging applications and the trending scenarios in 
neuroimaging. Specialist doctors also held discussions on the new applications emerging in the 
field of neuroimaging - thus enabling more precision in diagnostics and tracking. 



Sustainable development 


XLRI - Xavier School of Management, 

Jharkhand, recently organised the sixth "Dr 
Verghese Kurien Memorial Oration on 
Sustainable Development". It is organised under 
the aegis of Fr. Arrupe Center for Ecology and 
Sustainability (FACES). This year, Dr. Vandana 
Shiva, eminent environmental activist and 
ecofeminist delivered the oration on the topic 
"Oneness vs. The 1%: Ecological responses to the threat for planet and humanity". 


Explore your options 



NANDINI RAMAN 


I am an accountant and have over six years of experience. 

I would like to pursue higher education in accounting and 
taxation. However, I am not interested in regular 
programmes such as ICAI, CMA, CPA’s or even master’s. I 
would like to learn something new. Kindly guide me on 
what programmes are available in the country or abroad. 
- Naveen 

Dear Naveen, 

Diploma in Taxation (accounting and commerce, one- 
year programme), imparts theoretical and practical know¬ 
ledge of direct and indirect taxes, financial accounting and 
auditing. It is a career-oriented course offered both as a 
full-time and a correspondence course. It is available at va¬ 
rious government universities and private institutions. The 
fee ranges between ?5,000 and 12 lakh. In addition, many 
specialisations are available online from premier interna¬ 
tional institutes on web platforms such as coursera.org, 
udemy.com, and so on. For studying abroad, you need to 
research and shortlist the course of your choice first and 
then read the fine print on the admission criteria, aid and 
scholarship details to decide. Good luck. 

I am 22 years old and I have completed my B.Sc. Due to 
some reasons, I have wasted two years. I have started to 
prepare for the civil services exam at home now. Please 
guide me on how I can prepare? - Sneha Ammu 

Hi Sneha, 

Understand the UPSC pattern and procedure first; go 
through the UPSC syllabus thoroughly. Start reading books 
and watch video lectures online on basic subjects such as 
politics, history, geography, and so on; read the newspaper 
regularly; chart out a preparation timetable and follow it 
strictly. Make sure it is realistic and doable; enrol for a good 
test series and get answer writing practice. Stick to your 
schedule, get some exercise and enough rest. Lastly, think 
and stay positive. All the very best to you. 

Disclaimer: This column is not a substitute for 
long-term therapy. It is merely a guiding voice. 
Some issues may need medical intervention. 


The writer is a practising counsellor and a trainer. She will 
answer questions sent to eduplus.thehindu@gmail.com. The 
subject line should be: 'Off the edge’ 


BON APP-ETIT 


■ AARTHI MINI 


Listening to music greatly benefits the human mind. The 
power of music helps heal chronic diseases. So, imagine 
how much more fulfilling and brain-enhancing it would be 
to create your own music. Here are two apps to help you 
with the same. 


Music Maker JAM 

With the use of loops, 
beats and samples, 
you can create your 
own music. Genres 
such as EDM, pop, 
rock, and so on, 
enable you to remix 
songs and share them online through social media 
accounts. The app also lets you record your own vocal, 
remix sounds and loops from different genres. A fun feature 
enables you to just shake your devices and get remixed 
versions of the song. Growing as a producer is easy with this 
app as there are many DJs, artists, singers, and more with 
whom you can connect. 
https://bit.ly/lbUke6q 




n-Tracl< Studio 
Music DAW 


The unlimited number 
of stereo and mono 
audio tracks lets you 
create a melody to a 
base track added. 

With the app turning 
your phone into a 
music studio, you can 
use the mixer to adjust levels, add effects and apply 
equalisation. Other features include a step sequencer, 
piano-roll MIDI Editor and guitar and base amp plugins. 
https://bit.ly/2sARlN7 


Reforms in M.Tech 

New measures are being implemented in the M.Tech pro¬ 
grammes of Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT). A three- 
member committee was formed, which gave recommenda¬ 
tions on reforms on M.Tech programme in the IITs, to the 
Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’. The 
Members of the committee included Prof. B.S. Murty, Di¬ 
rector, IIT Hyderabad, Prof. Manoj S. Gaur, Director, IIT 
Jammu and Prof. M. Balakrishnan, IIT Delhi. Recommenda¬ 
tions were made with respect to better fees structure, sti¬ 
pend and more fellowship opportunities, and are likely to 
increase academia-industry collaboration. 
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VIDYA BALA 

Q. My husband is working in an IT firm and 
his current CTC is ?13 lakh per annum. 

After our monthly expenditure of about 
£50,000, we can save some good amount. 
Please suggest an investment plan to buy a 
home. 

SHALINI RATHORE 

A. We do not know when you wish to buy a 
home, how much you can save and what the 
budget for your home is. Please get these 
estimates so that you can save in a more 
focussed manner and are able to choose the 
right instruments. 

If your home-buying plan is within the next 
three years, then you should stick to simple 
products such as recurring deposits and use 
some low-risk liquid funds and low duration 
debt funds to add any periodic lump sums 
you may accumulate in your savings account. 
If your goal is over five years away, then 
consider investing at least 50% in multi-cap 
equity mutual funds using monthly SIPs and 
the remaining in a combination of recurring 
deposit and short-term high-quality debt 
funds. 

Q. I am 40 years old. I have a daughter 
studying in Class One. I purchased an SBI 
Smart Champ insurance plan for my 
daughter four years ago and pay about 
£1,000 as monthly premium. This is for her 
future education and marriage. 

Can you please suggest other investments 
which will return more and are safe 
considering my age and retirement. 

VIJAY DEVAGIRIKAR 

A. The policy you have taken is a non-linked 
policy and may not see high returns. Based 
on your premium, I am assuming the sum 
assured will not be more than £20-25 lakh. 
You can consider Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana 
offered by the government, exclusively for a 
girl child, with a fixed interest and 
guaranteed return. 

But other than that, given that this policy 
is not one that will yield optimal returns, you 
should consider some market-linked quality 
products like mutual funds in order to build 
enough corpus for your daughter and make 
sure you save for retirement. 

Seek the help of a fee-based adviser to 
help you make an estimate of how much you 
need to save for your daughter and for your 
own retirement. This way, you will at least be 
on track in terms of knowing how much to 
save or even alter your expectations of what 
you can provide. 

Q. My wife is 57 years old. She has £50 lakh 
in NHAI bonds at an interest rate of 5.75%. 
The bonds are due for redemption on 
I December 31,2019. 

| need your advice as to how the amount can 
be gainfully invested on maturity. I have no 
pressing requirement for this amount. My 
wife would like to receive some money for 
her monthly expenses and there is no 
pressing requirement otherwise. 

A.N. KUNJUNNY 

A. Options like Post Office Senior Citizens' 
Scheme and LIC's Pradhan Mantri Vaya 
Vandana Yojana would work well to get good 
returns as well as regular income. 

However, they are available from the age 
of 60. Until such time, you can consider 
investing in FDs and quality corporate 
deposits and post office schemes to derive 
interest income for your wife's monthly 
needs. 

You can consider deploying the remaining 
in liquid and ultra-short debt funds with very 
Low risk and about 20% in multi-cap equity 
funds using the systematic investment plan 
or systematic transfer plan to deploy it 
slowly into the market. Have a minimum 
three-year horizon for the debt funds and 
allow the equity funds to grow for the long 
term. 

(The author is Co-Founder, Redwood 
Research) 


Readers can send in queries on personal finance and 
investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our 
experts who write on personal finance will answer 
these queries. Moneywise will not give specific 
recommendations for investment in a particular 
mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit. 


What you didn’t know about deposit insurance 

With reports of bank failure hogging the headlines, a depositor needs to know about the safety of her hard-earned money 



insurance 


AARA TI KRISHNAN 

With the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) cracking down 
on Punjab and Maharash¬ 
tra Co-operative Bank 
(PMC Bank) last week and 
capping withdrawals by 
depositors at £25,000 
(£1,000 initially, increased 
to £10,000 later), were you 
wondering what happens 
to depositors if banks fail 
in India? Here’s a refresher 
on how deposit insurance 
works. 

What happens to de¬ 
positors’ money when 
a bank fails? 

When a bank is liquidat¬ 
ed, depositors are entitled 
to receive an insurance 
amount of £1 lakh per indi¬ 
vidual from the Deposit In¬ 
surance and Credit Gua¬ 
rantee Corporation of 
India (DICGC). The DICGC 
is a wholly owned subsidi¬ 
ary of the RBI. The £1 lakh 
insurance limit includes 
both principal and interest 
dues across your savings 
bank accounts, current ac¬ 
counts, fixed deposits and 
recurring deposits held 
with the bank. 

Are co-operative 
banks covered by 
DICGC? 


Titbits 

• DICGC is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of RBI 

• The £1 lakh insurance 
limit is applicable across 
all accounts held by an 
individual depositor 

• Check the DICGC 
website for a list of 
insured banks 


India? 

While scheduled com¬ 
mercial banks have rarely 
gone bust (RBI usually 
steps in to rescue/merge 
them before they fail), fai¬ 
lures have been a more 
common occurrence with 
co-operative banks. 

From its inception until 
March 2019, DICGC has 
settled depositor claims 
worth £295.9 crore with 
respect to 27 commercial 
banks and £4,822 crore 
with respect to 351 co-op¬ 
erative banks which have 
folded up. 

Does the DICGC have 
enough money to pay 
so many depositors? 

Yes. In FY19, DICGC re¬ 
ceived £12,040 crore by 
way of premiums, paid out 


£37 crore as claims with 
respect to 15 co-operative 
banks and had a surplus of 
£87,995 crore in its deposit 
insurance fund by the end 
of the year. 

Apart from premiums, 
DICGC also makes money 
from investments and pro¬ 
ceeds recovered from li¬ 
quidated banks. 

What is the proce¬ 
dure for depositors to 
claim the money from a 
failed bank? 

The DICGC does not 
deal directly with deposi¬ 
tors. The RBI (or the Regis¬ 
trar), on directing that a 
bank be liquidated, ap¬ 
points an official liquida¬ 
tor to oversee the winding 
up process. 

Under the DICGC Act, 
the liquidator is supposed 
to hand over a list of all the 
insured depositors (with 
their dues) to the DICGC 
within three months of 
taking charge. The DICGC 
is supposed to pay these 
dues within two months of 
receiving this list. 

In FY19, it took an aver¬ 
age 1,425 days for the 
DICGC to receive and set¬ 
tle the first claims on a de¬ 
registered bank. 


Have a heart for 


Gold loses sheen 

Fed meet, trade war, Saudi attack influence prices 


er in a partnership firm or 
as the guardian of a minor 
(a different capacity), 
these will be treated as dif¬ 
ferent accounts and will 
receive separate insurance 
payouts of 11 lakh each. 

In joint accounts, all 
joint accounts where the 
account holders are men¬ 
tioned in the same order 
are treated as one. But 
joint accounts where the 
holders are in different or¬ 
der (different rights) will 
receive separate payouts. 
How do I maximise 
my deposit insu¬ 
rance 
cover? 

By diver- 
sifying 
your depo¬ 
sits across 
multiple 
banks and holding ac¬ 
counts in different capaci¬ 
ties - as an individual, 
joint account holder or 
guardian of a minor. 

Who pays for this in¬ 
surance? 

Every insured bank 
pays premium amounting 
to 0.001% of its deposits 
to DICGC every year. 

Have many banks 
gone bust in 


Yes, deposit insurance 
covers all commercial 
banks and foreign banks 
operating in India, State, 
Central and Urban Co-op¬ 
erative Banks, local area 
banks and regional rural 
banks. When a bank fails 
to pay up the premium for 
deposit insurance, DICGC 
sometimes de-registers 
the bank and its insurance 
cover ceases. You can 
check the DICGC website 
(www.dicgc.org.in) for a 
list of insured banks under 
different categories. 

What if I 
have many 
accounts 
in the 
same 
bank? 

The £1 lakh 
insurance limit is 
applicable across all the 
accounts held by an indivi¬ 
dual depositor. 

So, if you have multiple 
bank accounts with the 
same bank, you will re¬ 
ceive only £1 lakh as insu¬ 
rance payout against all 
the accounts held in your 
name. Suppose you have 
£50,000 in your savings 
bank account, £1 lakh in 
fixed deposits and 


£30,000 in recurring de¬ 
posits (including interest) 
with the same bank and 
the bank goes bust, you 
will receive only £1 lakh 
and will lose £80,000. 

Do note that, due to this 
limit, by end March 2019, 
only £33.7 lakh crore of the 
£120 lakh crore deposit ba¬ 
lances with banks were in¬ 
sured. Banks are also entit¬ 
led to set off any pending 
dues against this payout. 

How does this work 


for business and joint 
accounts? 

To decide on the eligi¬ 
bility, all accounts held ‘in 
the same capacity with the 
same rights are added up. 

Therefore, if you hold 
several accounts in a failed 
bank in your individual 
name, you will be eligible 
for a combined insurance 
payout of only £1 lakh. But 
if you hold a personal ac¬ 
count in your name and 
another account as a 
partn- 


COVER NOTE: HEART CARE POLICY 


TECH TRAIL: PRECIOUS METALS 


CVDs will be the largest cause of death and disability in India by 2020: WHO 



Taking heart: About 80% of premature deaths from CVDs can 
be avoided if the risk factors are controlled -getty images/istock 


AMIT CHHABRA 

It was just two months ago 
when Mridul, a marketing 
professional, from Kolkata, 
opted to undergo a casual 
cardiac-screening test un¬ 
der a health check-up camp 
organised by his employer. 

A non-smoker and an 
avid runner, Mridul recalls 
he wasn't worried at all 
while taking the different 
tests. However, the results 
were shocking. Through a 
number of further tests, he 
got to know that he had mi¬ 
tral leaking valve disease 
with blood leaking into the 
wrong parts of his heart. 

Soon, he underwent a 
keyhole surgery to repair 
the valve which cost him £3 
lakh. Unfortunately, he was 
not covered under an indivi¬ 
dual health cover policy and 
his employer-provided 
health policy only covered 
expenses up to £1 lakh. To 
pay for the hospital expens¬ 
es, he had to break his sav¬ 
ings. Had he taken an indivi¬ 
dual health insurance 
policy, his savings would 
have been intact. 

As per several reports, 
cardiovascular disease 
(CVD) is a leading cause of 
mortality worldwide as they 
contribute to over 17.5 mil¬ 
lion deaths worldwide every 
year. 

While the deaths due to 
CVDs have declined in the 
U.S., in India it has in¬ 
creased by over 34% in the 
last two decades. CVDs will 
be the largest cause of death 


and disability in India by 2020 
as per a World Health Organi¬ 
sation report. This is because 
of the genetic make-up of In¬ 
dians and the consistent lifes¬ 
tyle change they have under¬ 
gone over the last few 
decades. 

Experts believe that at least 
80% of premature deaths from 
CVDs could be avoided if the 
main risk factors - tobacco, 
unhealthy diet and physical 
inactivity - are controlled. 

Massive expenses 

Working towards a healthy 
heart also means keeping 
yourself insured against the 
massive expenses of unexpect¬ 
ed onset of CVDs. Treatment 
of CVDs is costly in India. 

An open-heart surgery 
costs £5 lakh to £7 lakh and 
valve surgeries between £3 
lakh and £6 lakh. To cover 


these expenses, one must 
invest in a comprehensive 
health insurance policy that 
provides adequate cover¬ 
age. Considering the rising 
incidence of cardiac ail¬ 
ments in India, insurers 
have come up with specifi¬ 
cally-designed plans. 

The plans provide finan¬ 
cial protection in case you 
are diagnosed with a cardiac 
condition or are undergoing 
a procedure as covered un¬ 
der the policy. 

A fixed benefit cardiac 
plan allows you to avail the 
best medical treatment by 
helping meet your medical 
needs and letting you use 
your savings for a rainy day. 

They provide compre¬ 
hensive cover for an exten¬ 
sive list of cardiac condi¬ 
tions and procedures and 
fixed lump sum payout ir¬ 


respective of actual expens¬ 
es incurred for diagnosis/ 
procedure. 

Multiple claims of same 
or different conditions/pro¬ 
cedures can be covered sub¬ 
ject to the exhaustion of ap¬ 
plicable sum insured. 
Moreover, consumers can 
even choose hospitalisation 
benefit to get lump sum 
payout in case he/she is hos¬ 
pitalised due to any of the 
covered conditions. 

Plans on offer 

Plans that offer coverage to 
people already suffering 
from heart-related ailments 
include Star Health Insu¬ 
rance’s Cardiac Care which 
is available at a premium of 
£19,010. One may even 
choose to invest in Reli- 
gare’s Care Heart available 
at a premium of £9,208 
while Aditya Birla’s En¬ 
hance plan can be bought 
for £26,570. 

For those not suffering 
from heart-related ailments 
but wish to cover them¬ 
selves against CVD can in¬ 
vest in plans like Max Bupa’s 
Health Companion at a pre¬ 
mium of £3,752, Apollo’s 
Optima Restore at a premi¬ 
um of £8,431 or Star’s Medi 
Classic that costs £6,431. 

All the premiums are for 
a 35-year-old male residing 
in a metro city and the sum 
insured for each of these 
plans is £5 lakh. 

(The author is Business 
Head , Health Insurance , 
policybazaar.com) 


B. KR ISHNAKUMAR 

After touching a six-year high in the 
first week of September, prices of 
precious metals turned soft in the 
subsequent weeks. The outcome of 
the U.S. Federal Reserve meeting, 
news relating to the U.S.-China trade 
war and drone attack on Saudi oil fa¬ 
cilities were key events that in¬ 
fluenced the precious metal price 
trend last month. 

While the U.S. Federal Reserve 
announced an interest rate cut, the 
uncertainty over the scope for furth¬ 
er rate cuts affected sentiment to¬ 
wards precious metals. At the end of 
September 2019, Comex gold closed 
3.7% lower at $1,472.9 an ounce 
while Comex silver fell 6.5% to settle 
at $17 an ounce. 

In the domestic market, the price 
of gold futures at the MCX declined 
by 4.7% in September to close at 
£17,323 per 10-grams. MCX silver fu¬ 
tures, too, was weak and closed 
5.6% lower to £44,126 per kilogram. 

The short-term outlook for Co¬ 
mex gold and silver is positive. A 
breakout above the immediate resis¬ 
tance in the $1,543-1,550 zone would 
confirm the positive outlook. This 
would also strengthen the case for 
Comex gold to move to the short¬ 
term target in the $1,580-1,590 zone. 

The positive outlook would be un¬ 
der threat if the price slips below the 
support at $1,450-1,460. A close be¬ 
low $1,450 would suggest that gold is 
in a short-term downtrend and the 
price could then slide to $1,415- 
$1,420. The short-term outlook for 
silver is also positive. A move past 
the resistance level at $18.80-19 
would be a sign of strength and 
could trigger a further rise in silver. 

However, a fall below the support 
at $16.5-16.6 would indicate that the 
short-term trend is bearish in silver 
and could push the price lower to 


$15.5-15.6. Until the price of silver 
holds above $16.5, there would be a 
case for a rise towards $19.5-20. 

Gold and silver prices at MCX mir¬ 
rored the trend in the international 
market. The outlook for MCX gold 
and silver appears positive. The gold 
futures price at MCX is likely to head 
to the immediate target of £40,600- 
41,000 per 10-grams. The positive 
view would warrant a reassessment 
if the price falls below the support 
zone at £16,600-37,000 per 10- 
grams. Below £16,600, MCX gold 
could slide to £14,500-34,750 zone. 

MCX silver could move higher to¬ 
wards the immediate target of 
£48,600-49,500 zone. There is a 
strong support for silver at £43,600- 
44,000 zone. A close below £43,600 
would invalidate the positive out¬ 
look and could push MCX silver 
price to lower levels of £40,000- 
40,200 per kilogram. 

To summarise, precious metals 
have been in a short-term down¬ 
trend and the recent price action in¬ 
dicates resumption of the medium- 
term uptrend. As long as the sup¬ 
port zones are not violated, expect 
precious metals to inch higher. 

(The author is a Chennai-based 
analyst/trader. This is not meant to 
be trading or investment advice) 
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LOOSE CHANGE 


Bank fixed deposit rates 


Home loan interest rates 


RAVIKANTH 



"Why, yes, you have read it right! Onion 
Dosa has became a special item now\" 


Interest Rates (%) 

Highest 1-year 3-year 5-year 
Slab tenure tenure tenure 


SMALL FINANCE BANKS 


Suryoday Small Finance Bank 

8.75 

8.35 

8.75 

8.25 

Equitas Small Finance Bank 

8.30 

8.00 

8.30 

7.00 

ESAF Small Finance Bank 

8.25 

8.25 

7.30 

7.30 

Jana Small Finance Bank 

8.60 

8.50 

8.50 

8.00 

Fincare Small Finance Bank 

9.00 

8.00 

9.00 

8.00 

Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 

9.00 

8.50 

8.00 

8.35 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 

8.30 

8.10 

7.50 

7.00 

North East Small Finance Bank 

8.75 

8.00 

7.25 

6.75 

AU Small Finance Bank 

7.77 

7.00 

7.77 

7.50 

Capital Small Finance Bank 

7.65 

7.40 

7.40 

7.25 


PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS 


Indian Bank 

6.60 

6.60 

6.50 

6.30 

Syndicate Bank 

6.70 

6.50 

6.50 

6.50 

Bank of Maharashta 

6.00 

6.00 

5.75 

5.50 

State Bank of India 

6.50 

6.50 

6.25 

6.25 

Andhra Bank 

6.60 

6.60 

6.50 

6.50 

Canara Bank 

6.50 

6.50 

6.25 

6.25 

Bank of India 

6.50 

6.50 

6.25 

6.25 

Union Bank of India 

6.60 

6.60 

6.40 

6.45 

Indian Overseas Bank 

6.60 

6.50 

6.60 

6.60 

Allahabad Bank 

6.75 

6.60 

6.35 

6.35 

IDBI Bank 

6.65 

6.65 

6.50 

6.40 

Central Bank of India 

6.55 

6.55 

6.30 

6.30 

United Bank of India 

6.50 

6.50 

6.25 

6.00 

Bank of Baroda 

6.60 

6.45 

6.45 

6.25 

Punjab National Bank 

6.50 

6.50 

6.25 

6.25 

UC0 Bank 

6.50 

6.50 

6.40 

6.25 


Bank Name 

Highest 

Interest Rates (%) 

l-year 3-year 5-year 


Slab 

tenure tenure tenure 


PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS 

Karnataka Bank 

7.00 

7.00 

6.80 

6.80 

South Indian Bank 

7.15 

6.90 

7.00 

7.00 

Federal Bank 

7.10 

6.90 

7.00 

7.00 

Axis Bank 

7.00 

6.60 

6.75 

6.75 

Karur Vysya Bank 

7.00 

6.85 

7.00 

7.00 

City Union Bank 

6.75 

6.75 

6.60 

6.60 

Catholic Syrian Bank 

6.75 

6.75 

6.50 

6.50 

Yes Bank 

7.85 

7.25 

7.25 

7.25 

ICICI Bank 

7.00 

6.60 

6.90 

6.90 

HDFC Bank 

7.00 

6.60 

7.00 

6.90 

Kotak Mahindra Bank 

6.80 

6.75 

6.25 

6.25 

IDFC First Bank 

8.00 

8.00 

7.50 

7.50 

DCB Bank 

8.00 

7.00 

8.00 

7.75 

RBL Bank 

7.65 

7.60 

7.35 

7.50 

Bandhan Bank 

7.40 

7.25 

7.35 

7.25 

Dhanlaxmi Bank 

6.90 

6.90 

6.50 

6.50 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank 

7.60 

7.50 

7.50 

7.25 

Induslnd Bank 

7.50 

7.50 

7.35 

7.35 

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank 

7.10 

7.10 

6.75 

6.75 

FOREIGN BANKS 

CitiBank 

5.50 

5.25 

5.50 

5.50 

Deutsche Bank 

7.75 

6.25 

7.00 

7.75 

HSBC Bank 

6.00 

5.00 

6.00 

5.00 

DBS Bank 

7.00 

7.00 

6.50 

6.50 

FD rates as on October 3rd, 2019 


N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 


Name of Lender 

Loan Amount (?) 

Upto 30 lakh 

Above 30 lakh & 
upto 75 lakh 

Above 75 lakh 

(In %) 

PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS 

Punjab National Bank 

8.25-8.30 

8.25-8.30 

8.30-8.35 

State Bank of India 

8.15-8.80 

8.40-8.95 

8.50-9.05 

UCO Bank 

8.30-8.40 

8.30-8.40 

8.30-8.40 

United Bank of India 

8.15-8.30 

8.15 

8.15-8.30 

Bank of Baroda 

8.35-9.35 

8.35-9.35 

8.35-9.60 

Union Bank of India 

8.45-8.80 

8.45-8.80 

8.50-9.10 

IDBI Bank 

8.50-9.05 

8.50-9.05 

8.50-9.05 

Syndicate Bank 

8.25-8.85 

8.15-8.85 

8.15-8.70 

Bank of India 

N.A. 

8.35-9.25 

8.35-9.25 

Central Bank of India 

8.25-8.55 

8.25-8.55 

8.25-8.55 

PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS 

ICICI Bank 

8.90-9.35 

8.90-9.60 

9.35-9.65 

Axis Bank 

8.85-11.50 

8.85-9.50 

8.85-9.50 

Citi Bank* 

8.35-9.20 

8.35-9.20 

8.35-9.20 

Federal Bank 

8.80-8.85 

8.85-8.90 

8.90-9.00 

RBL Bank 

10.30-12.50 

11.65-12.15 

11.65-12.15 


Loan Amount (?) 


i^icmic ui lciiuci 

Upto 30 lakh 

Above 30 lakh & 
upto 75 lakh 

Above 75 lakh 

(ln%) 

HOUSING FINANCE COMPANIES (HFCS) 

HDFC Ltd. 

8.35-9.05 

8.65-9.35 

8.70-9.45 

PNB Housing 

9.25-12.00 

9.25-11.50 

9.25-11.50 

Indiabulls Housing 

8.80-12.00 

8.80-12.00 

8.80-12.00 

LIC Housing 

8.80-9.05 

8.95-9.15 

9.05-9.15 

Hero Housing Finance 

>=9.75 

>=9.75 

>=9.75 

Piramal Housing 

>=9.00 

>=9.00 

>=9.00 

NFL 

>=9.75 

>=9.75 

>=9.75 

Bajaj Finserv 

8.60-11.15 

9.05-11.15 

9.05-11.15 

Reliance Home Finance 

9.75-13.00 

9.75-13.00 

9.75-11.00 

Aditya Birla Capital 

9.00-12.50 

9.00-12.50 

9.00-12.50 

GIC Housing Finance 

9.10-12.50 

9.10-12.50 

9.10-12.50 

Repco Home Finance 

>=9.25 

>=9.25 

>=9.25 

Tata Capital 

>=9.25 

>=9.25 

>=9.25 


Rates as on October 3, 2019 


Note: As per RBI guidelines, w.e.f. 1st October 2019, all new floating rate retail loans 
and floating rate loans to MSMEs extended by banks, shall be linked to external 
benchmarks. 

Source-.Paisabazaar.com 


Source: Paisabazaar.com 
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One of the first words to enter the 
English language from India was 
Toot’, writes William Dalrymple, 
setting the stage for The Anarchy, 
a story of how a “dangerously un¬ 
regulated” private joint stock 
company, housed in a nonde¬ 
script London building, raised an 
enormous army and went on to 
ravage the Indian subcontinent. 
In what is easily his most ambi¬ 
tious and arguably his most en¬ 
grossing work, the Scottish histor¬ 
ian and writer makes a case that 
the empire was won not on the 
strength of military superiority, 
but as a result of the cunning of a 
corporate house that was helped 
along by amoral Indian bankers 
who financed its operations. 

In his familiar passionate manner, 
Dalrymple cuts through the 
stodge that pervades a lot of writ¬ 
ing on history to serve up a book 
that has it all - the compulsive 
pull of a thriller, the erudition of a 
significant piece of non-fiction, 
and the loveliness of a piece of lit¬ 
erature. In his first interview to an 
Indian newspaper after the publi¬ 
cation of the book, he declares 
that it is all too often forgotten 
that the conquest of India was an 
act of corporate violence. Ex¬ 
cerpts from an interview: 

One of the fictions many of us 
believe is that the British 
ruled India for almost two 
centuries. We forget that 
until the middle of the 19th 
century, it was run by the 
East India Company. Has the 
role of this private joint stock 
company been downplayed 
or gotten too muddled up 
with that of the British 
government? 

• There is no question this is the 
case. It is true of Britain as it is of 
India. It was extremely well 
known in the 18th century that it 
was a company that was running 
India, and this was a cause of 
some scandal. 

One of the biggest surprises in 
my research was the amount of 
resistance in the British press to 
what was going on. Some of it was 
because they didn’t like the new 
nabobs coming back to Britain 
with fortunes and buying up 
country houses and parliamen- 



Looking back William 
Dalrymple and (below) 
The Anarchy 

■ BIKRAMJIT BOSE 


William Dalrymple’s new book. The 
Anarchy — of how a commercial 
company ended up controlling a vast 
empire — is a story of corporate power 
that we need to know 

The 

Company 

we kept 

MUKUND PADMANABHAN 


WILLIAM 

dalrymple 


THE 


AjMARCHy 

me EAST INDIA GOiJUN) 
mUKWATl VlQtEMX 
I'lEi nit PILUCEtil' U EMPIRE 



tary seats. But a lot of it read very 
much like a modern [The] Guar¬ 
dian editorial. ‘That we had out¬ 
done the Spanish in brutality, for 
instance. That they at least had 
the excuse of faith, but that we 
had done it for profit.’ 

There were plays in London 
where [Robert] Clive was paro¬ 
died as ‘Lord Vulture’ presiding 
over the Bengal Famine. There 
was continuous questioning in 
Parliament about how a commer¬ 
cial company run by merchants 
could control this vast empire 
and why it wasn’t the Crown. 

This was a very live issue at the 
time, but the Victorians spun it as 
a story of national glory and im¬ 


perialism. And Indian nationalists 
bought that line but reversed it in¬ 
to a story of national oppression 
followed by liberation. The cor¬ 
porate violence got forgotten in 
this mix somehow. 

You say in the introduction 
that the book doesn’t 
purport to provide a 
complete history of the 
Company. But even so, would 
it be fair to say, that you have 
wrapped this account in a 
slightly episodic manner 
around some personalities - 
Robert Clive, Warren 
Hastings, Richard Wellesley - 
with Shah Alam running like 


a thread through it? 

• That’s a very good description 
of it. There are two stories I am 
telling really. The rise of the Com¬ 
pany is the main one, but it is told 
against its mirror image, which is 
the fall of the Mughals. And the 
way they diminish from a trans- 
Indian power to Shah Alam stuck 
inside his little box that extends 
[from Delhi] to Palam. 

But I wouldn’t describe it as 
episodic. The question that the 
book tries to answer is how one 
London corporation took over 
from the Mughal empire... [how 
it] could seize such huge amounts 
of territory, and the answer is on¬ 
ly partly technological. Yes, it 


trained Indian sepoys in cutting- 
edge military techniques, but it 
was also a story of Indian collabo¬ 
ration. The Company made its 
first territorial seizure with the 
support of the Jagath Seths [the 
country’s wealthiest bankers]. It 
was they who asked the British to 
overthrow Siraj-ud-Daulah of 
Bengal and they offered Clive £2 
million to do this. This was the 
moment that the Company real¬ 
ised it could defeat the vast Mugh¬ 
al armies with a very small 
amount of its newly-trained se¬ 
poys. And particularly from the 
1780s onwards, the Marwari and 
Jain bankers of Bengal, and later 
the Hindu bankers of Benares and 
Patna, consistently backed the 
Company against other Indian 
forces. 

Counterfactuals are a tricky 
business, but you suggest 
that the Company could have 
been expelled for good with 
a simple push in 1780. That 
is, had Haidar [Ali] and Tipu 
[Sultan] advanced on Madras 
after winning the Battle of 
Pollilur and had the 
Marathas gone on the 
offensive in the North. 

• This was a moment that Indians 
might regret. In 1780, the entire 
British regiment had not just been 
defeated at Pollilur, but had been 
wiped out. They had another ma¬ 
jor defeat at the hands of the Ma¬ 
rathas a year before. At the same 
point, Bengal was paralysed by 
the conflict between Warren 
Hastings and Philip Francis. And 
the Company was bankrupt. 

If only the Triple Alliance creat¬ 
ed by Nana Phadnavis between 
Hyderabad, the Marathas and Ti¬ 
pu Sultan had held together. Had 
these three pushed at the same 
time, there was absolutely no 
question that the Company would 
have been defeated. Hastings de¬ 
scribed himself then as being on a 
leaky vessel being blown towards 
rocks. And Francis advocated 
withdrawing troops across India 
to Calcutta. But the impression of 
British power was kept up and 
Hastings played a very clever 
game. The Triple Alliance broke 
down and the next [alliance] was 
with the British against Tipu. The 


Marathas collaborated with the 
Company, idiotically from an In¬ 
dian perspective, to destroy Tipu. 

In your book on Afghanistan 
(Return of a King), there 
were passages about the 
lessons we should learn from 
the Anglo-Afghan wars. 
Similarly, there are passages 
in The Anarchy, which state 
that the East India Company 
is a reminder of the potential 
abuse of corporate power. 
How important is this kind of 
political messaging to your 
work? 

• In both books, the main body of 
the works have no reference to 
the present. I tell the story as I re¬ 
searched it. But in these books, as 
well as the White Mughals , where 
I make points about the clash of 
civilisations, I see myself as a his¬ 
torian writing at a period of time 
when I am facing issues. At the 
time [around White Mughals] 
when western powers were back 
in Afghanistan, it seemed a good 
moment to consider the follies 
when the British were in that 
country. And this is a story about 
corporate power. 

I think the main body of the 
works stand on their own, but 
these points I make in the intro¬ 
ductions and conclusions give 
them a certain relevance to the 
reader. There are also nice out¬ 
comes of giving these histories a 
contemporary message, in that 
it becomes a part of the contem¬ 
porary debate. When Return of a 
King came out, I was called by 
[former Afghanistan President] 
Hamid Karzai to brief him in Ka¬ 
bul. I was also called by [former 
US President] Barack Obama to 
brief the Afghan team in the 
White House. And last weekend, 
there was this thing about Imran 
Khan reading The Anarchy on 
his way back from the United 
Nations General Assembly. It 
went viral on Twitter. It is very 
nice when this happens, but 
what is more important to me is 
that the book stands up histori¬ 
cally and that the main body of 
the text is accurate and 
comprehensive. 

A longer version of this inter¬ 
view is available at Thehindu.com 


DOWN MEMORY LANE 



Recalling the Devi 

Over the years, Durga Puja has become a festival that cuts 
across faiths and regions in Delhi 


celebrated Christmas with 
them with almost as much 
gusto. There was also the en¬ 
joyment of the dance and 
music programmes, along 
with the partaking of deli¬ 
cious eats. 

Among those who used to 
look forward to Durga Puja 
were Mrs Dorothy and her 
daughter Enid. They had 
been told by Banerjee, their 
driver, that the image of the 
goddess became a breath¬ 
ing, living entity after the 
priest had infused life into it 
and that Durga was at the ze¬ 
nith of her power a day be¬ 
fore Navami. This belief 
made the two ever curious to 
search for evidence. On the 
day of Bisarjan, the residents 
of the Civil Lines came out of 
their bungalows to watch the 
procession of the images be¬ 
ing taken for immersion. It 
was mostly women who 
lined-up on both sides of the 
road and felt just as sorry as 
their counterparts at the end 
of Durga’s annual sojourn on 
earth. 

The community’s partici¬ 
pation in the pujas was an 
extension of the bonhomie 
that marked the British inter¬ 
est in the occasion as far 
back as the 18th century, 
when the feudal rajas of Ben¬ 
gal hosted them at Dussehra 
time in Kolkata. In Delhi, ho¬ 
wever, that sort of nostalgia 
ceased after the Anglo-In¬ 
dians moved out of the Civil 
Lines and Nirad Babu went 
away to England, where he 
preferred to wear suits in¬ 
stead of dhoti-kurta, and 
ham and bacon be¬ 
came his favourite 
breakfast, though his 
son Dhruva Chaud- 
huri stayed put in 
Delhi (until his 
death early this 
year). 


The writer is a veteran 
chronicler of Delhi 


ture was the enthusiastic 
participation of Anglo-In¬ 
dians in the Civil Lines. 

Among them Nirad C. 
Chaudhuri, the writer, was a 
well-known face because of 
his daily visits to the Maidens 
Hotel. He had known the 
person after whom the posh 
hospitality outlet was 
named. Maybe, Mr Maiden 
was a very old man then and 
the famous writer still a 
youngster. That was proba¬ 
bly the time when two En¬ 
glish girls on a visit to Delhi, 
unable to pay hotel bills, 
sent a telegraphic message 
to their parents in London 
which originally read, “Send 
money or Maidens no more.” 
The first three words having 
got blanked out in transmis¬ 
sion, you can imagine the an¬ 
guish of the family on getting 
this shattering information 
in an age when maidenhood 
counted for much. 

The Anglos went to the 
Pujas to establish a 
friendship with 
high-profile 
Bengalis, who 


Durga Puja is celebrated ev¬ 
ery year but now the immer¬ 
sion of the sculptures has 
started posing a big problem 
because of the pollution 
caused in the Yamuna and 
other water bodies. I remem¬ 
ber that in 1948-49 when the 
Hollywood blockbuster 
Samson and Delilah was 
showing in Delhi with Victor 
Mature in the lead role, Dur¬ 
ga Puja was not performed at 
so many centres. There were 
few pratimas whose disposal 
was not a problem at all. 
Now, though the size of the 
images has been reduced, 
their number has increased 
manifold to 450 and there 
are only 116 ponds for their 
immersion. The river is out 
of bounds with a fine of 
^50,000 for flouting the 
order. 

In Bengal, the festival first 
finds mention in 1606, a year 
after the death of Ale- 
bar, though it 
gained popularity 
only in the 18th 
century. In Del¬ 
hi, however, 
the Pujas ac- 

In myriad 
avatars Durga 
Puja being 
celebrated in Delhi 

5HIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


quired prominence in the 
1920s, with Timarpur and 
Kashmere Gate being among 
the main centres. The Ben¬ 
gali Club was the hub and pi¬ 
vot of the celebrations. 
Among the visitors to the 
club in Kashmere Gate were 
Rabindranath Tagore, Annie 
Besant, Subhas Chandra 
Bose and famed singer He- 
mant Kumar. Now the club 
has lost its case with the lan¬ 
dlord and this landmark has 
ceased to exist at its present 
location. 

In 1948 it was a big poser 
for us youngsters to decide 
whether to see the proces¬ 
sion of images being taken 
for Bisarjan (immersion in 
the river) or to watch the ma¬ 
tinee show of Samson and 
Delilah. It was finally decid¬ 
ed to give the movie a miss 
(since we could see it some 
other day) and watch the 
Dussehra ceremonies, in¬ 
cluding the burning of 
the effigies of Ravana 
and his kins¬ 
men. One in¬ 
teresting fea¬ 
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R.V. SMITH 


‘Research is my superpower’ 


Author Roopa Pai talks 
about her latest book 
that demystifies 
medicine for kids and 
why she prefers to 
write non-fiction 

R KRITHIKA 

The next time someone pooh-poohs 
the idea of studying history, I am go¬ 
ing to wave Roopa Pai’s From Leeches 
to Slug Glue: 25 explosive ideas that 
made (and are making) modern med¬ 
icine (Puffin Books). Beginning with 
the introduction titled ‘I don’t want to 
be a doctor. Why should I read this 
book?’, Roopa takes her reader 
through how the ancients - Greeks, 
Romans, Egyptians, Indians - looked 
at medicine and surgery. What is Ay¬ 
urveda or Traditional Chinese Medi¬ 
cine? How did the microscope evolve? 
All this and more served up in easy-to- 
understand humorous prose. 

Roopa says her stimulus when writ¬ 
ing for children is not just to introduce 
them to new ideas “but also, more im¬ 
portantly, to new ways of thinking 
about existing ideas.” Her earlier 
books on science were about chal¬ 
lenging the notion that science is diffi¬ 
cult and economics boring. This latest 
one, she says, is to challenge the cur¬ 
rent view that “all doctors are cor¬ 
rupt, selfish extortionists with their 
eye firmly on the money - most are in 
fact supremely dedicated profession¬ 
als who work themselves to the bone 
trying to make you better - and that 
western medicine is a scam.” 

Research is Roopa’s favourite part 
of writing. “In the past some years. 
I’ve seldom read anything that is not 




Explore without biases Roopa Pai says any subject will be fascinating with that 
approach ■specialarrangement 


related to the book I’m researching 
for at that time.” She begins with 
books and moves on to looking up 
specific topics through podcasts or vi¬ 
deos by which time she has a fair idea 
about how the book will be structured 
and has even narrowed down the sub¬ 
ject matter. “Then I actually begin to 
write, and all the supplementary re¬ 
search (to doubts that crop up) hap¬ 
pens in parallel with the writing.” 

The specific problem with this 
book was “I had come up with the 
number ‘25’ (as the number of ideas 
the book would explore) quite ran¬ 
domly.” She dithered between wheth¬ 
er it was too much (each idea seemed 
to take 3000+ words to explain) or too 
little (there were so many stories wait¬ 
ing to be told). Finally she doubled 
her word count “collapsing many 
ideas into one when I couldn’t bear to 
let go of them, and trying to have a 
good representation of ideas through 
the ages, ideas from different geogra¬ 
phies, breakthrough discoveries, in¬ 
teresting stories, women pioneers, In¬ 
dian ideas on healing, and so on.” 

Roopa was well known for her sci-fi 
Taranauts series before she moved to 
non-fiction for kids. She was “Ac¬ 
tioned out,” she jokes, after eight 
books in four years. But the move to 
non-fiction wasn’t conscious. “Re¬ 
search is my selfish indulgence, and 
my superpower. I love the challenge 
of demystifying a difficult topic for 
kids (and for myself!) and turning 
what are considered dreary subjects 


The write way 

■ When: I don't wait for the 
Muse to visit. I'm at my desk 
from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 
when I’m working on a book. 

■ Where: At my desk, working on 
my desktop. 

■ How: I don’t own a Laptop so 
when I'm not in my room, I'm 
not writing, period. 

■ What: A cup of steaming ginger 
chai, and a bowl of mixture/ 
murukku/masala chips/peanuts 
(Please do NOT try this at 
home, kids. Eat your fruits and 
veggies!) 


into engaging, fun, conversations.” 

She thinks “it’s great and very ne¬ 
cessary” that there’s more non-fiction 
for children now. “It also has the ad¬ 
vantage of being popular with pa¬ 
rents,” she adds, “who love informa¬ 
tion, believe it is important and 
valuable and are willing to spend on 
such books.” 

Her favourite book? She says it’s too 
hard to pick just one and names Har¬ 
per Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, Sal¬ 
man Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of 
Stories and Amitav Ghosh’s The Sha¬ 
dow Lines. She’s just finished Alex Mi- 
chaelides’ disturbing psychological 
thriller The Silent Patient and is “all 
ready to plunge into An Orchestra Of 
Minorities by Chigozie Obioma.” 
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MY MIND MATTERS 


WHAT IS IT? 


Does that 
make me crazy? 

The writer talks of how she survived a difficult marriage, 
her children being taken away from her, and her forcible 
institutionalisation 



JHILMIL BRECKENRIDGE 

In hindsight, I know that from 
my early 20s, I would some¬ 
times get low phases. My solu¬ 
tion would always be to throw 
myself into volunteering and 
that used to work. I was 21 and 
in the U.K. when I first trained 
as a telephone counsellor for 
The Samaritans, a helpline for 
those who were depressed and 
suicidal. Perhaps I wanted to 
call them myself, but pride 
kept me from calling. So I 
trained. It always helped me 
realise that people were worse 
off than I was. 

Difficult 
years 
But since 
2001, after 
the birth of 
my third child, 

I noticed I was irritable 
and angry for some periods 
and then for months would be 
listless and lethargic. I also was 
undergoing sexual trauma in 
my marriage, was unable to 
sleep at night, and as a result, 
exhausted in the day. I was 
raising three young boys, 


working on my business, and 
had a husband who was always 
travelling. 

My daily life kept going be¬ 
cause I was determined to be a 
“good” wife and mother. But 


reparable. I was bleed¬ 
ing vaginally, anally, 
and vomiting all the 
time. I would lose my voice 
for days and sometimes lose 
hearing in one ear. We had fi¬ 
nancial troubles too. Truly 
2001 to 2005 were the hardest. 
However, that was a time I was 


starting to delve into yoga and 
spirituality and that was what 
saved me in the end. 

In 2005,1 went to see a psy¬ 
chiatrist in London. She scrib¬ 
bled the words BPD, following 
it with a question mark. She 
suggested I try a low dos¬ 
age of a medication used 
for those with bipolar disor¬ 
der. But I found out I was 
pregnant with my fourth child, 
so I am glad I never took it. In 
India, we mistook the scribble 
to be bipolar disorder, though 
it was never officially diag¬ 
nosed. I now know BPD stands 



for Borderline Personality Dis¬ 
order. Today, I wonder about 
the sketchy process of diagno¬ 
sis, as I had seen this doctor 
once for an hour. 

I started reading books and 
literature about mental illness 
and started educating myself, 
resigned to living a life with 
mental illness, because that 
was how it was presented by 
some doctors, who told me it 
was like diabetes: I simply had 
to manage it on medication, 
for life. I actively started ad¬ 
dressing the illness and my 
condition post August 2007, 
when I was forcibly incarcerat¬ 
ed by my family into a psychia¬ 
tric hospital in New Delhi for 
46 days. I changed doctors, got 
into therapy ac¬ 


tion or therapy? 

As a patient, to be given a 
choice, that is an amazing 
thing and we slowly built trust. 

Earlier I had low self-es¬ 
teem, which perhaps 
stemmed from being neglect¬ 
ed as a child. I would seek ap¬ 
proval (and happiness) from 
relationships and activities. 
Now, I am completely content 
and happy on my own being. 
Perhaps it comes from having 
lost everything (from 2012 to 
2014,1 lived in poverty, and my 
four children were taken from 
India by my ex-husband, with 
the help of my parents). Or 
perhaps it comes from mind¬ 
fulness, or from my discovery 
of poetry. 

By being able 


tively. Started an ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: tO tune into the 


I actively started 
addressing the 
illness and my 
condition 


exercise routine 
and basically took 
my own health in¬ 
to my hands. It 
was not easy, be¬ 
cause once you 
have the label of bipolar disor¬ 
der, you are always judged 
through that. 

If I was singing one day, and 
I like to sing, my family would 
often whisper, behind my 
back, ‘Look, she is in mania.’ 
It’s like everything you do is 
judged through bipolar-co¬ 
loured lenses. 

A complete change 

I continued my practice of yo¬ 
ga and meditation, took thera¬ 
py very seriously, 
which really 
worked for me 
after I changed 
doctors. The 
most empower¬ 
ing thing was when 
he asked me: how would 
you like to heal, with medica- 


needs of the bo¬ 
dy - the body is 
hungry, tired, 
sleepy, and res¬ 
ponding appro¬ 
priately -1 have 
been able to still the demons of 
the mind. I am always at 
peace, always productive, al¬ 
ways creative. I have never 
been on any medication ex¬ 
cept for the two times I was in¬ 
carcerated, once in 2007 and 
once in 2012. I practise yoga, 
lcung fu, and cycling daily and 
eat as healthy as I can. I would 
not wish this level of pain on 
anyone, but truly in my case, 
pain has transformed me, and 
raised my game as a poet and 
artist. Today, I am fearless. 


In this series, we 
feature first-person 
T accounts of people 
who have accepted, 
acknowledged and 
sought help for their mental 
health challenges. Visit 
Thehindu.com for more stories. 


In my hands The author took to 
reading about mental health, cycling, 
yoga and meditation 

■ GETTY IMAGES/lSTOCK 



Circadian Gut Rest 



SOMA BASU 

To understand Circadian Gut Rest 
(CGR), let’s understand Circadian 
Rhythm (CR). This is the invisible 
biological clock of our bodies, go¬ 
verned by factors such as hor¬ 
mones, moods, metabolic chang¬ 
es, sleep pattern, the type of food 
we eat and in what quantity. 

Every organ works on CR. But 
CR governs the gut. While the 
heart needs to beat continuously, 
the gut (the entire length of the 
digestive system from mouth to 
anus and digestive juice-secreting 
organs like liver and pancreas that 
help in digestion) needs to rest 
when you sleep in the night. This 
is the time when you do not feel 
hunger for eight hours because 
the circadian gut rests. 

Just think: During the day, you 
get hunger pangs within three to 
four hours of eating breakfast. 
“This happens because your me¬ 
tabolic rate is high and is con¬ 
trolled by the CR,” says Dr PL Ala- 
gammai. Consultant 

Gastroenterologist, Meenakshi 
Mission Hospital, Madurai. But 
when the CR tells you not to eat in 
the night because the gut needs a 
break, you still do because you are 
up and working and feel that 


munching on something will help 
you remain awake and energetic. 
“Actually you are abusing your gut 
leading to indigestion,” she says. 

Hormonal CR can be controlled 
with pills: for instance, if you wish 
to regulate your menstrual cycle. 
But not the CGR. “You need to 
give it rest and that is why work¬ 
ing in the nights affects your body 
because you deny the break it re¬ 
quires,” says Dr Alagammai. 
“What is tuned to happen natural¬ 
ly should not be interfered with. 
Or else it can lead to discomfort 
and ailments.” 

This is why nutritionists advise 
a daily, timely and early breakfast. 
“After the circadian gut goes into 
rest for eight hours in the night, if 
you delay breaking the fast, the 
CR gets affected and creates an 
acidic environment, because the 
digestive system alters, to make 
adjustments. Synchronise the 
rhythms of your gut microbiome 
(the collection of and environ¬ 
ment formed by all the microor¬ 
ganisms in the GI tract) with other 
circadian rhythms such as sleep/ 
wake cycles and food intake pat¬ 
terns,” says the doctor. 


In this column, we dissect the latest 
buzzwords in health and wellness 
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You know what ... 
a big, juicy T-bone 
steak? I'm not in j 
the mood How { 
about a kale salad 
with some lovely 
aspa ragus? 


The climate would be better off if you could 
eat only what you killed on your own 
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4 Culturally-based (6) 

5 Reinforce (10) 

6 Journalistic drudge 
(for the chop?) (4) 

7 One and the other 
(4) 

10 Uninjured (2,3,5) 

12 Someone who has 
abandoned their 
religion (8) 

13 Frame used for 
supporting a mattress 
( 8 ) 

16 Clothing (6) 

18 Singing voice - fish 
(4) 

19 Tender-hearted (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
October 9,2019. 

Solution No. 13192 


■ Across 

I Photograph - card 
game (4) 

3 Polite form of 
address for a woman 
in India (8) 

8 Depend (on)(4) 

9 Means of saving time 
or effort (8) 

II The goal with 
respect to a marriage 
proposal? (10) 

14 Lengths of yarn, 


loosely coiled (6) 

15 Fastening device (6) 
17 Crowning point (10) 

20 In my opinion 
(2,1,3,2) 

21 Have affection (for) 
(4) 

22 Made unhappy(8) 

23 Castrate (4) 

■ Down 

1 Most regretful - 
resistor (anag) (8) 

2 Confused (3,2,3) 
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Destructive Shami, wily Jadeja send South Africa to its doom 

Ashwin becomes joint-fastest to 350 Test wickets; record for most sixes in a match breached 



In disarray: Quinton de Kock is bowled by Mohammed Shami. 




Rattled: Shami upsets more than Temba Bavuma's stumps. 


Telling spell: Jadeja spun a web around the Proteas batsmen. 


| PHOTOS: K.R. DEEPAK 


SA IN INDIA 


S. DIN AKAR 

V1SAKHAPATNAM 

He was fast, slciddy and at¬ 
tacked the stumps from a 
good length. On a surface of 
uneven bounce, Mohammed 
Shami was deadly. 

Sizzling on a Sunday, Sha¬ 
mi ripped open the heart of 
the South African batting 
with three wickets - in two 
bursts - before lunch and 
then returned to snuff out the 
resistance from the tail and 
finish with five Test-winning 
wickets. 

Outplaying South Africa by 
203 runs in the first Freedom 
Test at the ACA-VDCA Stadi¬ 
um here, India took its tally in 
the World Test championship 
to 160. 


Perfect support 

Complementing Shami was 
Ravindra Jadeja’s left-arm 
spin of control and subtle va¬ 
riations. 

He struck thrice in an over, 
following up Shami’s destruc¬ 
tive bowling, and shutting out 
the contest. 

There were several land¬ 
marks. Most number of sixes 

+ 


ever in a Test - 37 - were 
struck, three on the fifth day. 

Off-spinning ace R. Ash¬ 
win, who finished with eight 
scalps, reached his 350th Test 
wicket, turning the ball in 
from outside off and defeat¬ 
ing Theunis de Bruyn on the 
cut. 

And, India’s new Test 
opener Rohit Sharma was ad¬ 
judged Man-of-the-Match for 
his headline-grabbing centu¬ 
ry-in-each-innings act. 

Shami held centrestage 
though on day five. The cru¬ 
cial aspect of Shami’s bowling 
is the rhythm in his run-up 
and he steamed in with both 
grace and venom. 

On a surface of uneven 
bounce, it was hard to play a 
bowler with pace, deviation 
and control. Shami’s reverse¬ 
swing added to the batsmen’s 
challenges. 

Temba Bavuma got behind 
the line but the delivery kept 
low to rattle the timber. Faf 
du Plessis, expecting the ball 
to go with the angle, shoul¬ 
dered arms to a Shami special 
that pitched outside off and 
seamed in to rearrange the 
woodwork. 

Shell-shocked du Plessis 


certainly was. Shami leapt in 

joy- 

Quinton de Kock, excep¬ 
tional in the first innings, suc¬ 
cumbed to a delivery that 
straightened to crash into his 
stumps. A tentative starter, de 
Kock played from the crease 
but credit to Shami for chang¬ 
ing his angle skilfully to the 
southpaw and hitting the 
good length. 

South Africa was reeling at 
60 for five in the 24th over. 

Then, Jadeja, always 
dangerous on a surface with a 
few cracks and rough, got in¬ 
to the act. 

Opener, Aiden Markram 
(39), timing his strokes, lofted 
a well pitched up delivery on¬ 
ly to see Jadeja leap high and 
pluck a fine one-handed re¬ 
turn catch. The length of the 
ball had invited the miscue. 

In the same over, Jadeja 
struck two more times, with 
typical left-arm spinner’s dis¬ 
missals. The ball pitched in 
line and spun away to defeat 
the bat and struck right-han¬ 
ders, Vernon Philander, he 
bagged a pair, and Keshav 
Maharaj, on the back leg. The 
South African innings had un¬ 
ravelled spectacularly. 


Then came the resistance. 
Debutant Senuran Muthusa- 
my once again batted with 
composure and technique, 
firmly getting behind the line 
of both pace and spin, using 
his feet and following his un¬ 
beaten 33 in the first innings 
with a fighting 49 not out. 

The southpaw consumed 
108 balls under pressure on a 
difficult wicket, was assured 
in defence and essayed some 
bright strokes too such as a 
square-cut and a cover-drive 
off Ashwin. The all-rounder is 
a genuine find. 

Dane Piedt - he added 91 
battling runs for the ninth 
wicket with Muthuswamy 
danced down to spin for 
some weighty shots during 
his entertaining 56. 

But as tea approached, 
Kohli threw the ball to Shami 
and the paceman hurried and 
forced Piedt to play on with a 
well pitched up delivery. 

Soon it was all over. Kohli 
and his boys celebrated yet 
another victory. 


■ The second Test will be 
played in Pune from Oct. 10 
to 14 


Murali vs Ashwin 


World Test Championship (WTC) standings 



\ Bbyju'S 


350 vvkts 


India 


160 


Australia 


Sri Lanka 


England 


New Zealand 


West Indies 


Matches 


106 


Innings 


124 


Balls 


21632 


18685 


5-fors 


10-fors 


Time from debut 


9y-9d 


7y-332d 


■ i 


South Africa 1 0 10 0 

Note: Pakistan and Bangladesh are yet to play a Test in the WTC 


Statosphere 


1 Ashwin joins Muralitharan in claiming 350 wickets 
in fewest Tests (66) | Fastest to 350 wickets | 

66 Muralitharan & Ashwin | 69 Hadlee & Steyn 
I 70 Lillee | 74 McGrath | 75 Marshall & Herath 
j Fastest Indians to 350 wickets | Ashwin 66 | 
Kumble77 | Harbhajan 83 | Kapil 100 

1 Shami is the only bowler to take three 
five-fors in the second innings since 
2018. The earlier instances were: vs SA, 
Johannesburg, and vs Aus, Perth 

2 Shami is the second Indian pace 
bowler to dismiss four batsmen 
'bowled 1 in a Test innings after Bum- 
rah (vs Wl, North Sound, 2019) 

Number of Tests India has 
remained unbeaten at home, 
dating back to March 2017 


MOST SIXES ■ 37 Ind vs SA, Vizag, 2019 ■ 27 Pak vs Ind, Faisalabad, 2005-06 

IN A TEST ■ 35 Pak vs NZ, Sharjah, 2014-15 ■ 27 Ban vs NZ, Chattogram, 2013-14 


Muralitharan was also the fastest to reach 400 wickets (72nd Test) 


SCOREBOARD 


INDIA-1ST INNINGS 

502 for seven decl. 

SOUTH AFRICA - 1ST INNINGS: 

431. 

INDIA-2ND INNINGS 

323 for four decl. 
SOUTH AFRICA - 2ND INNINGS 

Aiden Markram c & b Jadeja 
39 (74b, 5x4, 1x6), Dean Elgar 
Ibw b Jadeja 2 (16b), Theunis de 
Bruyn b Ashwin 10 (25b, 2x4), 
Temba Bavuma b Shami 0 (2b), 
Faf du Plessis b Shami 13 (26b, 
3x4), Quinton de Kock b Shami 
0 (2b), Senuran Muthusamy 
(not out) 49 (108b, 5x4), Ver¬ 
non Philander Ibw b Jadeja 0 
(3b), Keshav Maharaj Ibw b Ja¬ 
deja 0 (1b), Dane Piedt b Shami 
56 (107b, 9x4, 1x6), Kagiso Ra- 
bada c Saha b Shami 18 (19b, 
3x4, 1x6)-, Extras (b-2, lb-2): 4. 
Total (in 63.5 overs): 191. 

FALL OF WICKETS 
1-4 (Elgar, 3.3 overs), 2-19 
(de Bruyn, 10.5), 3-20 (Bavuma, 

11.3) , 4-52 (du Plessis, 21.5), 5- 
60 (de Kock, 23.1), 6-70 (Mark¬ 
ram, 26.1), 7-70 (Philander, 

26.4) , 8-70 (Maharaj, 26.5), 9- 
161 (Piedt, 59.1). 

INDIA BOWLING 
Ashwin 20-5-44-1, Jadeja 
25-6-87-4, Shami 10.5-2-35-5, 
Ishant 7-2-18-0, Rohit 1-0-3-0. 
Man-of-the-Match: Rohit. 

Indio won Test by 203 runs 


Shami is deadly in the fourth innings, says Rohit 


A skilful, smart operator 


du Plessis sees positives in the manner in which South Africa put up a fight 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VISAICHAPATNAM 

Rohit Sharma believes that 
on certain fourth-innings 
pitches Mohammed Shami is 
even more dangerous than 
the spinners. 

Shami has been very ef¬ 
fective in the second innings 
for India. Since 2018, in 15 se¬ 
cond innings, he has picked 
up 40 wickets at 17.70 (strike 
rate 32.1). 

Rohit said, “He is used to 
bowling in these conditions. 
1 remember my debut Test in 
Kolkata in 2013, it was Sha¬ 
mi’s first Test also. And, on a 
slow, low-bounce wicket at 
the Eden Gardens, he ran 
through the West Indies in 
the second innings with five 
wickets. 

“Shami is at the stumps 
and has reverse-swing. It is 
not easy to bowl reverse, the 
margin for error is low.” 

Asked about Wriddhiman 
Saha’s wicketkeeping in the 
Test, Rohit answered, “It 


was a difficult pitch to keep 
on. The bounce was uneven 
and sometimes Saha had to 
put his body on the line. I 
thought he kept very well.” 

Rishabh Pant, at the same 
time, should continue to 
work hard on his ’keeping, 
felt Rohit. “Pant has batted 
very well for India. He is 
working on his ’keeping. 
Even in the West Indies, af¬ 
ter every session, he would 
walk up to Saha. Saha loves 
to guide Pant.” 

On the criticism he has 
faced, Rohit, Man-of-the- 
Match here for centuries in 
both innings in his first Test 
as opener, said, “I don’t let 
things bother me. I put a 
shield around me.” 

Despite the defeat here. 
South Africa skipper Faf du 
Plessis said, “I am proud of 
the manner we fought back 
in the first innings. Senior 
players. Dean Elgar and 
Quinton de Kock put their 
hands up. It was a brilliant 


response. There is a lot of 
confidence in the dressing 
room because of that.” 

He added, “We brought 
the game close, but could 
not convert some half¬ 
chances in the Indian se¬ 
cond innings. Nearly 400 as 
a target was a bit too much 
on this pitch of uneven 
bounce.” 


Oh, for a Kallis! 

Going forward in the series, 
du Plessis said the South 
Africans could consider 
playing another paceman in 
the eleven but lamented the 
lack of pace-bowling all- 
rounders who could have gi¬ 
ven the line-up balance. 
“There is no Jacques Kallis 
now,” he said. 

du Plessis was impressed 
by Senuran Muthusamy’s 
batting under pressure in his 
first Test. “He was very good, 
applied himself and put 
numbers against his name. 
He can bowl too.” 


Wrong call: Faf du Plessis is completely baffled by this one 
from Mohammed Shami. ■k.r. deepak 




Breaking the foe's back: Mohammed Shami simply blew away 
the Proteas on the final day. ■ k.r. deepak 


S. DIN AKAR 

VISAICHAPATNAM 

Mohammed Shami is not 
just a skilful bowler but also 
smart. Ask India’s bowling 
coach Bharat Arun. 

In a chat with The Hindu 
on Sunday, Arun felt Shami’s 
“game awareness and his 
reading of the conditions 
and the situation have im¬ 
proved by leaps and 
bounds.” 

Arun, who has worked ex¬ 
tensively with Shami, said 
“You can see that from the 
way he adapts to different 
pitches and adjusts his 
length. He now knows on 
which surface to pitch it up 
and on what track to bowl 
the good length.” 

Shami’s explosive bowling 
here - five for 35 - blew 
away the Proteas on the final 
day and was reminiscent of 
his destructive fourth-in¬ 
nings five for 28 against the 
same opposition that gave 
India an away win at the 
Wanderers in 2018. 

Arun said, “On wearing 


fourth-innings pitches he is 
dangerous because he con¬ 
sistently bowls at around 140 
lcmph, seams the ball, 
swings it including reversing 
it, is skiddy and is always on 
target. He is at the batsman 
all the time.” 

He was pleased with Sha¬ 
mi’s line. “He consistently 
bowls just outside off - the 
fourth-stump line - and 
moves the ball away or 
brings it in from there. This 
means he is making the bat¬ 


sman play all the time.” 

Arun noted, “Greats such 
as Vivian Richards and Ian 
Chappell have been very im¬ 
pressed with what Shami 
brings to the table.” 

Shami has been used in 
short bursts so that he can 
go full throttle even in tough 
conditions. “He is a high im¬ 
pact bowler,” said Arun. 

The Shami Express conti¬ 
nues to speed ahead leaving 
behind a trail of shattered 
stumps. 


Nia All and Cheptegei captivate with brilliant efforts on the final day 


United States men’s 4x100m team gets it right finally, breaks the ‘curse’; Jamaica clinches the honours in the women’s section 



Surging ahead: Nia Ali, right, produced a personal best time to win the 100m hurdles ahead of 
American teammate Kendra Harrison, left, and Jamaica's Danielle Williams. ■ reuters 
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Nia Ali of the United States 
stormed to victory in the 
100m hurdles, in a personal 
best time of 12.34sec at the 
Khalifa Stadium here on Sun¬ 
day, even as world record 
holder Keni Harrison’s wait 
for a major title continued. 

Ali surged into the lead af¬ 
ter around 50 metres to take 
gold in a personal best of 
12.34sec at the Khalifa 
Stadium. 

But it was more disap¬ 
pointment for teammate 
Harrison, the World record 
holder, who is still to win a 
World or Olympic title. She 
took silver in 12.46s ahead of 



Jamaica’s Danielle Williams 
(12.47). 

Joshua Cheptegei won the 
men’s 10,000m in 26m 
48.36s, the second-fastest 
time ever in the champion¬ 
ships history. The 23-year- 
old - silver medallist in 2017 
- is the first Ugandan to win 
the title. 

Dalilah Muhammad 
bagged her second gold me¬ 
dal of the championships as 
the United States cruised to 
victory in the 4x400m relay. 

Felix makes it 13 

The victory also saw Allyson 
Felix extend her record tally 
of World Championship gold 
medals. The 33-year-old 
American, who did not run 
in the final but featured in 
the early rounds, now has 13 
gold medals. 



Justin Gatlin celebrated 
his first relay gold medal as 
the United States lifted its 
4x100m curse with a victory 
on Saturday. The star-stud¬ 
ded quartet of Gatlin, newly- 
crowned 100m champion 
Christian Coleman, 200m 
gold medallist Noah Lyles 
and Michael Rodgers record¬ 
ed the second fastest time in 
history - 37.10s. 

First relay gold 

The win comes at the tailend 
of the 37-year-old Gatlin’s ca¬ 
reer, which has been stud¬ 
ded with individual titles but 
no relay gold medals. 

Since the 1995 World 
Championships, the USA has 
botched no fewer than nine 
relays in major outdoor 
championships. 

The British and the Japa¬ 


nese set new European and 
Asian records with times of 
37.36s and 37.43s. 

Long wait 

Lelisa Desisa gave Ethiopia 
its first World marathon title 
since 2001 winning in a time 
of 2hrs lOmin 40sec. 

The 29-year-old led home 
an Ethiopian 1-2 - Mosinet 
Geremew (2:10:44s) taking 
silver - with Kenya’s Amos 
Kipruto third (2:10:51). 

The results: Men: 1,500m: 1. Ti¬ 
mothy Cheruiyot (Ken) 
3:29.26s; 2. Taoufik Makhloufi 
(Alg) 3:31.38; 3. Marcin Lewan- 
dowski (Pol) 3:31.46. 

10,000m: 1. Joshua Cheptegei 
(Uga) 26:48.36; 2. Yomif Kejel- 
cha (Eth) 26:49.34; 3. Rhonex 
Kipruto (Ken) 26:50.32. 
4x100m: 1. USA 37.10; 2. Great 
Britain 37.36; 3. Japan 37.43. 
4x400m: 1. USA ;2:56.69 2. Ja¬ 


maica 2:57.90; 3. Belgium 
2:58.78. 

Marathon: 1. Lelisa Desisa (Eth) 
2:10:40; 2. Mosinet Geremew 
2:10:44; 3. Amos Kipruto 

2:10:51. 

Javelin: 1. Anderson Peters 
(Grn) 86.89m, 2. Magnus Kirt 
(Est) 86.21, 3. Johannes Vetter 
(Ger) 85.37. 

Women: 100m hurdles: 1. Nia 

Ali (USA) 12.34s; 2. Kendra Har¬ 
rison (USA) 12.46; 3. Danielle 
Williams (Jam) 12.47. 

4x100m: 1. Jamaica 41.44; 2. 
Great Britain 41.85; 3. USA 
42.10. 

4x400m: 1. USA 3:18.92; 2. Po¬ 
land 3:21.89; 3. Jamaica 3:22.37 
Triple jump: 1. Yulimar Rojas 
(Ven) 15.37m; 2. Shanieka Rick¬ 
etts (Jam) 14.92; 3. Caterine 
Ebarguen (Col) 14.73. 

Long jump: 1. Malaika Mihambo 
(Ger) 7.30, 2. Maryna Bekh-Ro- 
manchuk (Ukr) 6.92, 3. Ese 
Brume (Nig) 6.91. 


• • • 
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TV PICKS 


Pakistan v Sri Lanka: 2nd 

T20I, Sony Six (SD & HD), 7 

p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 



Marquez seals MotoGP 
title with Thailand win 


BURIRAM 

Marc Marquez sealed his sixth 
MotoGP World title in 
Thailand on Sunday after 
storming to victory in a 
heart-pounding final corner 
duel with Fabio Quartararo at 
the Chang International 
Circuit. The win in Buriram 
gives him an insurmountable 
Lead over closest rival Andrea 
Dovizioso with four races left. 
Spain's Marquez finished 
0.171 seconds ahead of 
20-year-old rookie 
Frenchman Quartararo with 
another Spaniard Maverick 
finales third. Marquez was 
handed an inflatable eight- 
ball to signify the eight 
overall championships across 
all classes he has won. afp 



Thiem is champion 
in Beijing 


BEIJING 

Top seed Dominic Thiem 
recovered from a set down to 
win the China Open final on 
Sunday and claim the 15th 
singles title of his career. The 
Austrian defeated Greece's 
Stefanos Tsitsipas 3-6, 6-4, 
6-1 in Beijing. Thiem, 26, beat 
former World No. 1 Andy 
Murray on the way to the title 
and had also booked his spot 
in the prestigious season¬ 
ending ATP Finals, afp 



Osaka subdues Barty 
in China final 


BEIJING 

Naomi Osaka won a second 
tournament on the spin as she 
fought back from a set down 
to defeat World No. 1 
Ashleigh Barty in the China 
Open final on Sunday. The 
Japanese two-time Grand 
Slam champion emerged 
victorious after 110 minutes in 
chilly Beijing, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

-\FP 

Deccan Derby to be now 
run on October 16 

HYDERABAD 

The Stewards of the 
Hyderabad Race Club have 
rescheduled the Deccan 
Derby, which was postponed 
on October 2 (Wednesday), 
to October 16 (Wednesday). 
The list of runners remains 
the same but fresh 
declarations will be 
announced on Monday (Oct. 
14). Nine races will be held 
on the Derby day. 

Deepinder 
downs Parav 

EHANDIGARH 

Deepinder Singh Bains 
subdued Parav Dev Garg 6-3, 

5- 7, 6-2 in the men's final 
qualifying round of the 
Tribune ?250,000 AITA 
ranking tennis tournament at 
the CLTA Complex on Sunday. 
The results (final qualifying 
round): Men: Rishi Reddy bt 
Mohit Bhardwaj 6-2, 6-2; 
Neeraj Yashpaul bt Amit Bzad 

6- 4, 6-4; Uddayvir Singh bt 
Vashdeep Gahlot 6-3, 6-2; 
Deepinder Singh Bains bt 
Parav Dev Garg 6-3 5-7, 6-2; 
Rudra Kapoor bt Shashikant 
Rajput 6-1, 6-0; Krishan 
Hooda bt Ritik Rana 7-6(6), 

7- 6(6); Alex Solanki bt 
Mayank Yadav 6-1, 6-1. 
Women: Bunty Chongtham 
bt Pawandeep Kaur 6-2, 6-2; 
Paavani Paathak bt Tanmayee 
Patnaik 6-3, 6-0; Ashpreet 
Kaur Bajwa bt Ankita Hoon 
6-2, 6-3; NehalSahni bt 
Lagan Bidhan 5-7, 7-6(3), 7-5; 
Anushka Sharma bt Konika 
Singh Dhull 7-6(5), 6-4; 
Radhika Vasudeva bt Akshita 
Sharma 6-1, 6-1. 



Manchester City ambushed by Wolves 

Arsenal moves to third; Abraham, Mount on target for Chelsea; Gladbach a surprise leader 
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Suckerpunch: Wolves' Adama Traore 
goalkeeper Ederson. -afp 




finishes off a sweeping counter-attack past City 


EURO LEAGUES 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MANCHESTER 

Manchester City’s bid to win 
a third successive Premier 
League title suffered a huge 
setback as the champion 
crashed to a shock 2-0 defeat 
against Wolves on Sunday. 

Pep Guardiola’s side now 
trails leader Liverpool by 
eight points following Ada¬ 
ma Traore’s two late goals at 
the Etihad Stadium. 

It was second-placed Ci¬ 
ty’s second league defeat this 
term after its surprise loss at 
Norwich in September. 

Arsenal edged up to third 
as David Luiz’s first goal for 
the club earned a 1-0 win ov¬ 
er Bournemouth while Tam¬ 
my Abraham and Mason 
Mount celebrated their En¬ 
gland call-ups by firing Chel¬ 
sea to a 4-1 rout of struggling 
Southampton. 

Abraham has nine goals in 
all competitions for Chelsea 
this term, underlining why 
Southgate is keen to get him 
action in a competitive 
match to ensure he commits 
to England. 


Borussia Monchenglad- 
bach moved top of the Bun- 
desliga on Sunday after a 
double from Patrick Herr¬ 
mann helped the unfancied 
outfit take advantage of its 
Bundesliga rivals faltering 
with a 5-1 thumping of 
Augsburg. 


Marco Rose’s side is in first 
place for the first time since 
the 2011-12 season, two 
points ahead of five teams, 
including Bayern Munich 
and RB Leipzig. 

Gladbach dominated its 
lowly opponent and was 
three goals up after just 13 


minutes and 4-0 ahead by 
half-time. 

The results: 

Premier League: Arsenal 1 (Luiz 
9) bt Bournemouth 0; Man¬ 
chester City 0 lost to Wolves 2 
(Traore 80, 90+4); Southamp¬ 
ton 1 (Ings 30) lost to Chelsea 4 
(Abraham 17, Mount 24, Kante 


40, Batshuayi 89). 

La Liga: Mallorca 2 (Budimir 37, 
Sevilla 73) bt Espanyol 0; Celta 
Vigo 1 (Aspas 74) bt Athletic 
Bilbao 0; Valladolid 0 drew 
with Atletico Madrid 0. 
Bundesliga: Borussia Monchen- 
gladbach 5 (Zakaria 2, Hermann 
8, 13, Plea 39, Embolo 83) bt 
Augsburg 1 (Niederlechner 80); 
Wolfsburg 1 (Weghorst 69) bt 
Union Berlin 0. 

Serie A: Fiorentina 1 (Milenkov- 
ic 72) bt Udinese 0; Roma 1 
(Ceppitelli 31-og) drew with 
Cagliari 1 (Joao Pedro 26-pen). 

Atalanta 3 (Zapata 35, Go¬ 
mez 40, Gosens 56) bt Lecce 1 
(Lucioni 86); Bologna 2 (Krejci 
21, Palacio 31) drew with Lazio 2 
(Immobile 23, 39). 

Saturday: Premier League: 
West Ham 1 (Haller 54) lost to 
Crystal Palace 2 (Van Aanholt 
63-pen, Ayew 87). 

La Liga: Valencia 2 (Gomez 27, 
Parejo 83-pen) bt Alaves 1 (Lu¬ 
cas 89); Osasuna 2 (Roncaglia 
46, Avila 79) bt Villarreal 1 
(Torres 5). 

Serie A: Verona 2 (Kumbulla 9, 
Murru 81-og) bt Sampdoria 0; 
Genoa 1 (Schone 41) lost to AC 
Milan 2 (Hernandez 51, Kessie 
57-pen). 

Bundesliga: Schalke 041 (Ser- 
dar 79) drew with Cologne 1 
(Hector 90+1). 


Nucleus of T20 World Cup team ready: Harmanpreet 

Women’s skipper is first Indian to play 100 T20Is 



On the right path: Harmanpreet Kaur, receiving the trophy for 
winning the T20 series against South Africa, is confident of 
the team doing well in the World Cup as well. ■ vijay soneji 


P.K. A JITH KUMAR 

SURAT 

In front of a crowd of close to 
18,000 at the Lalbhai Con¬ 
tractor Stadium on Friday 
night, Harmanpreet Kaur ac¬ 
complished a feat no Indian 
cricketer (male or female) 
has - a 100th Twenty20 
International. 

A truly remarkable 
hundred for the 30-year-old 
from Punjab, who made her 
T20I debut against England 
10 years ago at Taunton. She 
is not just one of the most 
destructive batters the wo¬ 
men’s game has seen, but 
quite literally the game- 
changer for the Women in 
Blue: her astonishing 171 not 
out off 115 balls against Aus¬ 
tralia in the 2017 World Cup 
semifinal at Derby made pe¬ 
ople sit up and take note. 

Her 100th T20I may have 
ended in disappointment for 


the India captain, though. 
The team lost for the first 
time in the series - India’s 
heaviest defeat in the format 
- and she could make just 
one run. 

India, nevertheless, won 
the series 3-1 and she im¬ 
pressed with her captaincy. 
She led from the front and 
used her bowlers, the spin¬ 
ners especially - including 
herself - rather well. She also 
played a couple of significant 
knocks. 

Her unbeaten 34 in the pe¬ 
nultimate match showed 
how she could take responsi¬ 
bility. She curbed her attack¬ 
ing instincts while chasing a 
low score. 

“Yes, I am pretty pleased 
with that innings,” Harman¬ 
preet told The Hindu. “Small 
totals can often be tricky; so I 
was determined to stay till 
the end.” 


She is also happy with the 
way the team has fared. She 
has high hopes about the 15- 
year-old Shafali Verma, who 


made her international de¬ 
but in the series. 

“She is already one of my 
favourite players to watch,” 


Harmanpreet said. “She has 
given us great starts in the se¬ 
ries. With players like Jemi- 
mah Rodrigues and Shafali, 
the future of Indian women’s 
cricket is in safe hands.” 

She is also satisfied with 
the team’s preparation for 
the T20 World Cup, to be 
held Australia next Febru- 
ary-March. “We have the nu¬ 
cleus of that team,” she said. 
“And we are improving.” 

Improved fielding 

She is particularly glad that 
fielding has come a long 
away. “There was a time 
when we used to lose match¬ 
es because of fielding,” she 
said. 

“That no longer is the 
case. And I believe it would 
be nice if we could also add a 
sports psychologist to the 
support staff.” 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


ELITE: Group B 
(Vadodara): 49 in 
16 overs (Sandeep 
Sharma seven for 19) 
Lost to Punjab 50 for 
seven in 15.1 overs (Ajit 
Chahalfourfor 32) 

Group C (Jaipur): Tamil 
Nadu 315 for eight 
in 50 overs (Abhinav 
Mukund 84, B. Apara- 
jith 87, Dinesh Karthik 
40, Washington 
Sundar 36, Ajoy Sarkar 
three for 51) bt Tripura 
128 in 34.3 overs (T. 
Natarajan three for 22) 

■ Jammu & Kashmir 

189 in 48.3 overs 
(Paras Sharma 49, Fazil 
Rashid 39, Diwesh 
Gurudev Pathania four 
for 39) lost to Services 

190 for three in 34.2 
overs (Rahul Singh 
Gahlaut 124 n.o., Rajat 
Paliwal 49) 

■ Rajasthan 206 in 
47.4 overs (Arjit Gupta 
90, Rajesh Bishnoi 37, 
Chetan Bist 30, 


Himanshu Sangwan four for 44, 
Ananta Sinha three for 51) tied with 
Railways 206 for eight in 50 overs 
(Dinesh Mor 92 n.o,, Abhimanyu 
Lamba four for 15) 


Monday's matches (9 a.m. start) 


Group A (Bengaluru): Andhra v 
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh v 
Saurashtra, Goa v Hyderabad 

Group B (Vadodara): Baroda v Uttar 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh v 
Vidarbha, Maharashtra v Odisha 

Group C (Jaipur): Bengal v Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar v Jammu & Kashmir, 
Gujarat v Railways 

Plate (Dehradun): Arunachal 
Pradesh v Uttarakhand, Assam v 
Manipur, Chandigarh v Puducherry 


Tuesday's matches (9 a.m start) 


Group A (Bengaluru): Chhattisgarh 
v Kerala, Goa v Mumbai, Jharkhand 
v Saurashtra 

Group B (Vadodara): Delhi v Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana v Vidarbha, Pun¬ 
jab v Himachal Pradesh 

Plate (Dehradun): Meghalaya v 
Mizoram, Nagaland v Uttarakhand, 
Puducherry v Sikkim 


Nagal loses semifinals 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CAMPINAS (BRAZIL) 

Sumit Nagal lost 6-4, 6-1 to 
Juan Pablo Ficovich of Ar¬ 
gentina in the semifinals of 
the $54,160 Challenger ten¬ 
nis tournament here. 

Sumit collected 29 ATP 
points and $2,510. 

In the Challenger in Bar¬ 
celona, Ramkumar Rama- 
nathan and Sergio Martos 


Gornes of Spain lost in the fi¬ 
nal to Simone Bolelli of Italy 
and David Vega Hernandez 
of Spain. 

The results: 

$ 54,160 Challenger, Campi¬ 
nas, Brazil: Semifinals: Juan 
Pablo Ficovich (Arg) bt Sumit 
Nagal 6-4, 6-1. 

€46,600 Challenger, Barcelo¬ 
na, Spain: Final: Simone Bolelli 
(Ita) & David Vega Hernandez 
(Esp) bt Sergio Martos Gornes 
(Esp) & Ramkumar Ramanath- 
an 6-4, 7-5. 


Sarita bows out 


BOXING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ULAN-UDE (RUSSIA) 

Former champion L. Sarita 
Devi (60kg) was on Sunday 
knocked out of the World 
women’s boxing champion¬ 
ships by Russia’s Natalia 
Shadrina on a disappointing 
day for India. The fourth 
seed, who got a first-round 
bye, frittered away a strong 
start to lose 5-0. 

In the last bout of the day, 
debutant Nandini (81kg) 
proved to be no match for 
Germany’s Irina-Nicoletta 
Schonberger and was out- 
punched 5-0. 


Sarita was in control in 
the opening three minutes, 
logging more punches 
against a seemingly with¬ 
drawn opponent. However, 
Shadrina fought back in the 
next two rounds and sur¬ 
prised Sarita to get the judg¬ 
es’ nod. 

Nandini, on the other 
hand, was jittery from the 
word go and struggled to 
keep pace with a technically 
superior Schonberger. 

The nerves showed all 
through and Nandini also 
ended up being warned in 
the second round for hitting 
her rival on the back of the 
head despite repeated cau¬ 
tions. 


Mark My Word primed for a three-peat 


N RI Heights runs with a good chance 


HYDERABAD: Mark My Word, who 
in good nick, may complete a hat- 
trick in the Asaf jah VII Memorial 
Cup (2,000m), the main event of 
the races to be held here on 
Monday (Oct. 7). 

1 CLASSIC STORY PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o & over, 
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), (No 
whips), 1-15 p.m.: 1. Southern Lady 

(6) Ashhad Asbar 60, 2. Prom- 
iseofhappiness (4) Kiran Naidu 59, 
3. Ashwa Yudh Vijeta (5) N. Rawal 

58.5, 4. Ayur Shakti (1) Suraj 
Narredu 58.5, 5. Star Racer (2) 
Deepak Singh 58, 6. California 
Beauty (3) A.A. Vikrant 57, 7. Big 
League (7) Jitendra Singh 56.5 and 
8. Fabulous Gift (8) C.P. Bopanna 

55.5. 

1. SOUTHERN LADY, 2. AYUR 
SHAKTI, 3. PROMISEOFHAPPINESS 

2 RED SURPRISE PLATE 
(1,800m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 1-45:1. Elysian 
(1) Suraj Narredu 60, 2. Euro Zone 

(5) Nakhat Singh 60, 3. Valee Tiger 

(3) Deepak Singh 59.5, 4. Actually 

(7) Surya Prakash 59, 5. Charlie 
Brown (9) Koushik 59, 6. Lan¬ 
cashire (6) Akshay Kumar 57, 7. 
Limousine (4) Ajeeth Kumar 55.5, 
8. Symbol Of Star's (8) Afroz Khan 
55.5 and 9. Halo's Princess (2) G. 
Naresh 53.5. 

1. EURO ZONE, 2. CHARLIE BROWN, 

2. LANCASHIRE 

3 ASAF JAH VII MEMORIAL CUP 
(2,000m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
60 to 85 (Cat. II), 2-15: 1. Chase 
Your Dreams (2) Gopal Singh 60, 
2. Mark My Word (3) Suraj 
Narredu 60, 3. Magical Skill (1) 
Jitendra Singh 59, 4. Doroteo (6) 
Koushik 58.5, 5. Meritocracy (4) 


B.R. Kumar 57.5 and 6. Durango 
(5) Ajeeth Kumar 54. 

1. MARK MY WORD, 2. DOROTEO 

4 AUXILIARY PLATE (1,800m), 3- 
y-o & over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. 
II), 2-45: 1. King Maker (3) Ajeeth 
Kumar 60, 2. Midnight Dream (1) 
Rohit Kumar 59.5, 3. Lockhart (5) 
Afroz Khan 59, 4. Gusty Look (2) 
Koushik 57, 5. Artistryy (7) 
Kuldeep Singh 53.5, 6. Sporting 
Smile (6) Nakhat Singh 53.5 and 7. 
No Compromise (4) Akshay Kumar 

52.5. 

1. NO COMPROMISE, 2. KING 
MAKER, 3. GUSTY LOOK 

5 K. SRINIVAS REDDY MEMORIAL 
CUP (DIV. II), (1,200m), 4-y-o & 
over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 3-15: 
1. Southern Legacy (3) Suraj 
Narredu 60, 2. Amazing Elegance 

(4) Aneel 59, 3. La Romance (9) 
Rohit Kumar 58, 4. Honest Hunter 

(6) B.R. Kumar 57.5, 5. Dunkirk (5) 
Afroz Khan 56.5,6. La Mer (2) Ash¬ 
had Asbar 55.5, 7. Royal Dynamite 

(7) Gaurav Singh 55.5, 8. Amazing 
Script (8) Ajeeth Kumar 54, 9. Gor¬ 
geous Lady (-) (-) 53,10. Delphina 
(1) Akshay Kumar 51.5 and 11. One 
One One (10) Abhay Singh 51.5. 

1. SOUTHERN LEGACY, 2. HONEST 
HUNTER, 3. ONE ONE ONE 

6 CLASSIC STORY PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), (No whips), 3- 
45:1. Safra (8) Suraj Narredu 60,2. 
Sputnic (3) Kitan Naidu 60, 3. 
Green Turf (1) A. A. Vikrant 58.5,4. 
Original Temptress (5) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 58.5, 5. Secret Command (9) 
N. Rawal 58, 6. Friday Fury (7) 
Jitendra Singh 57.5, 7. Augenstern 
(6) Kuldeep Singh 57, 8. Speed 
Warrior (2) B.R. Kumar 56.5 and 9. 


Light Music (4) Nakhat Singh 55.5. 
1. SAFRA, 2. ORIGINAL TEMPTRESS, 

3. GREEN TURF 

7 K. SRINIVAS REDDY MEMORIAL 
CUP (DIV. I), (1,200m), 4-y-o & 
over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 4-15: 
1. Trump Girl (6) Koushik 60, 2. 
Pentagon (8) Afroz Khan 59, 3. 
Warrior Supreme (7) Kiran Naidu 
58, 4. Shaquille (11) Suraj Narredu 

57.5, 5. Miss Lily (2) Surya Prakash 

56.5, 6. Ashka Ashka Ashka (1) An¬ 
eel 55.5, 7. Indian Dreams (12) Ro¬ 
hit Kumar 55, 8. Dancing Doll (9) 
Kuldeep Singh 53, 9. Star Gazer (4) 
C.P. Bopanna 53,10. Shandaar (5) 
B.R. Kumar 52.5,11. Siyabonga (10) 
Akshay Kumar 52.5 and 12. 
Heaven Can Wait (3) Ajeeth Kumar 
52. 

1. TRUMP GIRL, 2. DANCING DOLL, 
3. MISS LILY 

8 SHAMSHABAD PLATE 
(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o & over 
(placed 2nd or 3rd not eligible), 
rated upto 25 (Cat. Ill), 4-45:1. A 
Hundres Echoes (4) Nakhat Singh 
60, 2. Brave Syera (7) Afroz Khan 
60, 3. Sun Dancer (2) Rohit Kumar 
60, 4. Surseine (5) Suraj Narredu 
60, 5. Ace Smile (3) Aneel 59.5, 6. 
Kesariya Balam (ex: Hanoi) (9) 
Abhay Singh 59.5, 7. Starboy (1) 
Akshay Kumar 59.5, 8. Hopscotch 

(8) N. Rawal 55 and 9. Dumbledore 
(6) G. Naresh 51. 

1. SURSEINE, 2. BRAVE SYERA, 3. 
STARBOY 

Day's best: mark my word 
Double: SOUTHERN LEGACY - 
TRUMP GIRL 

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8; Mini Jkt: 5, 6, 7 & 
8; Tr (i): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 3, 4 & 5; (iii): 
6,7 & 8; Tla: all races. 


HYDERABAD: N R I Heights runs 
with a good chance in the G. Sud- 
hakar Reddy Memorial Cup 
(1,400m), the feature event of the 
races to be held here on Tuesday 
(Oct. 8). 

1 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. Ill), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 20 
to 45 (Cat. Ill), 1-40 p.m.: 1. Batur 
(2) Aneel 60, 2. Tokyo Jam (5) Ak¬ 
shay Kumar 59.5, 3. Darshish (9) 
G. Naresh 58.5,4. Palsy Walsy (10) 
Suraj Narredu 58.5, 5. Once More 
(1) Jitendra Singh 57.5, 6. Barna¬ 
bas (6) Rohit Kumar 56.5, 7. Sec¬ 
retary (8) Koushik 55.5, 8. N R I 
Striker (7) Abhay Singh 54, 9. 
Vega Cassandra (3) Kuldeep Singh 
53.5,10. Just Like That (11) Ajeeth 
Kumar 53 and 11. Aarohi (4) B.R. 
Kumar 51. 

1. TOKYO JAM, 

2. ONCE MORE, 

3. DARSHISH 

2 ADILABAD PLATE (1,200m), 5- 
y-o & over, rated upto 25 (Cat. 
Ill), 2-10:1. New Comer (8) Nakhat 
Singh 60, 2. Silver Dollar (2) A.A. 
Vikrant 60, 3. Withrosemakeup 

(5) Akshay Kumar 60, 4. Invasion 
(1) Deepak Singh 59.5, 5. Tam- 
mana (7) Suraj Narredu 59, 6. 
Dippy Dip (6) Ajeeth Kumar 58.5, 
7. Royal Dancer (4) Irvan Singh 
58, 8. Cowboys Delight (-) (-) 

56.5, 9. All Star General (3) Rohit 
Kumar 54,10. Golden Adara (10) 
G. Naresh 52.5 and 11. Negress 
Princess (9) B.R. Kumar 52.5. 

1. WITHROSEMAKEUP, 2. ALL STAR 
GENERAL, 3. INVASION 

3 SIRCILLA PLATE (1,800m), 3- 
y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
Ill), 2-45: 1. British Empress (7) 


Akshay Kumar 60, 2. Magneto¬ 
sphere (4) Nakhat Singh 60, 3. Mr. 
Shanghai (1) Kuldeep Singh 60, 4. 
Satin Symphony (2) Ashhad Asbar 
60, 5. Star Of Tiara (5) Suraj 
Narredu 59.5, 6. Yogastha (6) 
Afroz Khan 55.5, 7. Stormy (8) 
Gaurav Singh 55 and 8. Sweet Pis¬ 
tol (3) Khurshad Alam 50. 

1. BRITISH EMPRESS, 

2. STAR OF TIARA, 

3. MR. SHANGHAI 

4 SURYAPET PLATE (1,400m), 3- 
y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
Ill), 3-15:1. Tapatio (4) Afroz Khan 
60, 2. Miss Marvellous (5) Suraj 
Narredu 59, 3. Sheldon (3) N. 
Rawal 58.5, 4. Unstoppable (8) 
Kiran Naidu 58.5, 5. Mind Reader 
(-) (-) 57, 6. Jo Malone (7) Akshay 
Kumar 56.5, 7. Tiger Of The Sea 

(6) Aneel 56.5, 8. Let It Be Me (9) 
Kunal Bunde 56, 9. Golden 
Faraska (1) Koushik 55.5 and 10. 
Red River (2) Jitendra Singh 55.5. 
l.JO MALONE, 

2. MISS MARVELLOUS, 

3. TAPATIO 

5 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 3-45:1. Mahira 
(2) Abhay Singh 60.5, 2. Southern 
State (7) R.S. Jodha 60, 3. Bay- 
watch Babe (5) N. Rawal 58.5, 4. 
Golden Hope (9) A.A. Vikrant 

58.5, 5. Sublime (11) Ashhad Asbar 

58.5, 6. Gladstone (4) Irvan Singh 
57, 7. Latest News (3) Kiran Naidu 
56, 8. City Of Ayaansh (10) Rohit 
Kumar 55, 9. Moka (6) Akshay Ku¬ 
mar 53.5, 10. Farmville (12) 
Kuldeep Singh 53,11. Run Runner 
Run (8) Afroz Khan 52 and 12. Mr. 
Bruss (1) Gaddam 51. 


1. MOKA, 2. LATEST NEWS, 

3. MAHIRA 

6 G. SUDHAKAR REDDY ME¬ 
MORIAL CUP (1,400m), 3-y-o & 
over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), (No 
whip), 4-15: 1. News O’ Star (6) 
Abhay Singh 60.5, 2. Pontius Pil¬ 
ate (9) Gaurav Singh 60, 3. Blazer 
(2) Jitendra Singh 57, 4. Prince 
Caspian (10) C.P. Bopanna 57, 5. 
Royal Green (12) Afroz Khan 55.5, 
6. N RI Heights (3) Koushik 54.5, 
7. Marinetti (4) Gopal Singh 54, 8. 
Explosive (5) Kuldeep Singh 52.5, 
7. Liberate (8) Surya Prakash 52.5, 
10. Lightning Fin (1) R.S. Jodha 
52.5,11. Sea Castle (11) G. Naresh 
52 and 12. Ice Warrior (7) Nakhat 
Singh 50. 

1. N R I HEIGHTS, 2. NEWS O’ STAR, 
3. LIBERATE 

7 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 4-45:1. Running 
Fire (-) (-) 60.5,2. N RI Vision (3) 
Kuldeep Singh 59.5, 3. Crimson 
Fire (4) Deepak Singh 58.5, 4. Hu¬ 
man Touch (9) A.A. Vikrant 58.5, 
5. Marvel Princess (5) Suraj 
Narredu 57.5,6. His Excellency (7) 
Aneel 57, 7. Rutilant (6) C.P. 
Bopanna 56, 8. Handsome Duo 
(10) Ajeeth Kumar 54.5, 9. Agilis 

(8) Harinder Singh 53.5, 10. 
Smarty (1) G. Naresh 53 and 11. 
Snow Castle (2) Gaddam 51.5. 

1. MARVEL PRINCESS, 

2. HANDSOME DUO, 3. SMARTY 

Day’s best: Tokyo jam 

Double: JO MALONE - MARVEL 

PRINCESS 

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7; Mini Jkt: 4, 5, 6 & 
7; Tr (i): 2, 3 & 4; (ii): 5, 6 & 7; Tla: 
all races. 


Djokovic wins 
Japan Open 



Novak Djokovic. 

■ KOJI WATANABE/ GETTY IMAGES 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TOKYO 

World No. 1 Novak Djokovic 
won the Japan Open title 
on Sunday crushing Aus¬ 
tralian qualifier John Mill- 
man 6-3, 6-2, to mark his 
10th win in a tournament 
main draw debut in his ce¬ 
lebrated career, which in¬ 
cludes 16 Grand Slams. 

It was Djokovic’s first 
competition since pulling 
out of the US Open. 

Pardeep does 
it for Pirates 


Sreeshwan and Divya stay on recovery course with contrasting wins 


Praggnanandhaa involved in a draw for a second time 


YOUTH CHESS 


RAKE SH RAO 

MUMBAI 

Ranking favourites M. 
Sreeshwan and Divya Desh- 
mukh continued their act of 
redemption with a second 
successive win in their res¬ 
pective under-14 sections of 
the World Youth chess cham¬ 
pionship here. Looking to 
make amends for the fourth 
round defeat, the two scored 
contrasting victories on Sun¬ 
day to keep alive chances of 


living up to their top billing. 

Sreeshwan punished Chi¬ 
na’s Sun Jiajun for a late mis¬ 
calculation in 34 moves. 
Much later, Divya ended the 
resistance of Kazakh Liya 
Kurmangaliyeva in 53 moves. 

In under-18, second seed 
R. Praggnanandhaa (five 
points) was involved in a 
draw for a second time after 
facing fellow leader and third 
seed Iran’s Aryan Gholami 
for 39 moves. Top seed Shant 
Sargsyan moved to 4.5 points 
after beating Kazakh Rama¬ 
zan Zhalmakhanov. 


Important sixth-round results: 
Boys: Under-18: Aryan Gholami 
(Iri, 5) drew with R. Praggna¬ 
nandhaa (5); Valentin Buckels 
(Ger, 4.5) drew with P. Iniyan 

(4.5) ; Viktor Gazik (Svk, 4) drew 
with Aditya Mittal (4.5). 

Ramazan Zhalmakhanov 
(Kaz, 3.5) lost to Shant Sarg¬ 
syan (Arm, 4.5); Wang Shixu 
(Chn, 4) drew with Arjun Kalyan 

(3.5) ; R. K. Srihari (3.5) lost to 
Mitrabha Guha (4.5). 

Under-16: Rudik Makarian (Rus, 
5.5) bt Arash Daghli (Iri, 4.5); 
Stefan Pogosyan (Rus, 4.5) 
drew with Aronyak Ghosh (4.5); 
Emirhan Tarlabasi (Tur, 3.5) lost 


to Kushagra Mohan (4.5); 
Moksh Doshi (4.5) bt Gabriele 
Lumachi (Ita, 3.5); 

Under-14: Aditya Samant (4.5) 
lost to Aydin Suleymanli (Aze, 
5.5); V. Pranav (4.5) drew with 
Pranav Anand (4.5); Sun Jiajun 
(Chn, 4) lost to M. Sreeshwan 
(5); L. R. Srihari (5) bt Alex Ko- 
lay (4); Aaryan Varshney (4) lost 
to R. Abhinandhan (5). 

Girls: Under-18: Viktoria Rade- 
va (Bui, 4) lost to Polina Shuva¬ 
lova (Rus, 5); Vantika Agarwal 

(4.5) bt A. Harshini (3.5); Aash- 
na Makhija (4) drew with Alex¬ 
andra Obolentaseva (Rus, 4). 
Under-16: Nazerke Nurgali 


(Kaz, 5) drew with Anousha 
Mahdian (Iri, 5); Viktoriya Los¬ 
kutova (Rus, 4) lost to Leya Ga¬ 
rifullina (Rus, 5.5); B. Mounika 
Akshaya (4.5) drew with Ales- 
sia-Mihaela Ciolocu (Rou, 4.5); 
Mehendi Sil (4.5) drew with Sai- 
na Salonika (4.5). 

Under-14: Rakshitta Ravi (5) 
drew with Eline Roebers (Ned, 
5); Anna Lhotska (Cze, 4) lost to 
Ekaterina Nasyrova (Rus, 5). 

V. Sarayu (4) lost to Dhyana 
Patel (5); Liya Kurmangaliyeva 
(Kaz, 3.5) lost to Divya Desh- 
mukh (4.5); Martyna Wikar (Pol, 
4) drew with Bhagyashree Patil 
(4). 



M. Sreeshwan. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

GREATER NOIDA 

Pardeep Narwal was at his 
scintillating best for Patna 
Pirates, his 36-point perfor¬ 
mance helping the three¬ 
time champion thrash the 
playoff-bound Bengal War¬ 
riors 69-41 in their final 
ProKabaddi League (PKL) 
match of the season here 
on Sunday. 

His display helped him 
cross the 300-point mark 
for the season (302) as Pi¬ 
rates equalled their record 
of highest points scored in 
a match. The total of 
llOwas also a PKL record. 
The results: 

Patna Pirates bt Bengal 
Warriors 69-41; UP Yoddha bt 
Puneri Paltan 43-39. 
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Wolf claims three-stroke victory 

Mariaane Skarpnord finishes runner-up 


INDIAN OPEN 


ANAN T KAUR 

GURUGRAM 

Perseverance was the key 
for Austria’s Christine Wolf 
as she carded three-under 
69 and totalled 277 for a 
three-shot victory in the He¬ 
ro Women’s Indian Open at 
the DLF Golf and Country 
Club course here on Sunday. 

Wolf’s first title after six 
years on the Ladies Euro¬ 
pean Tour was worth 
€68,392. 

To become a champion 


one needs to bury the past 
blunders and improve upon 
the errors. 

Wolf did exactly that. She 
stuck to her game plan and 
focused on attaining the par 
scores, especially on the 
dreaded 18th hole which 
caused her a quadruple bo¬ 
gey on day three and a dou¬ 
ble bogey last year at this ve¬ 
ry stage. 

“I am very relieved. After 
whatever happened last 
year on the 18th hole, I was 
looking forward to come 
back here. I did not know 
what was going to happen. 


“After the turn, I hit close 
but didn’t make any putts 
for birdies. I am happy with 
a par on the final hole des¬ 
pite hitting a bunker on it,” 
the first time titlist told The 
Hindu. 

Tied third overnight, Nor¬ 
way’s Mariaane Skarpnord 
returned a 70 to finish run¬ 
ner-up. England’s Meghan 
MacLaren finished third a 
stroke behind while Austra¬ 
lia’s Whitney Hillier carded a 
par round to end fourth. 

Anika fifth 

Among the Indians, amateur 


Anika Varma finished fifth at 
285. Sixth was Tvesa Malik 
(72), the highest ranked 
home-grown professional at 
287. 

Interestingly, this edition 
saw 10 Indians, including 
four amateurs, making the 
cut. 

The 15-year-old Anika 
said: “As soon as I hit my first 
tee shot I felt fine. 

“I had a good group (with 
Sweden’s Emma Nilsson and 
Manon De Roey of Belgium) 
today and I enjoyed playing 
with them. That helped me 
play well too.” 


Tvesa, richer by €14,438, 
was pleased with the way 
she handled the pressure. 

“I’ve learnt a lot this year 
and my game has pro¬ 
gressed. I’m happy with the 
way I have been playing but 
there’s still a long way to go.” 
The final scores: 

277 Christine Wolf (Aut) (73, 68, 
67, 69); 280 Marianne Skarp¬ 
nord (Nor) (68, 71,71,70). 

281 Meghan MacLaren (Eng) 
(67, 73, 69, 72); 282 Whitney 
Hillier (Aus) (67,71,72,72). 

285 Anika Varma (Ind) (76, 72, 
67, 70); 287 Tvesa Malik (Ind) 
(72, 72, 71,72). 



Cup of joy: It was Christine Wolf's first title after six years on the Ladies European Tour. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Hussamuddin moves up 



Back on track: Mohammed Hussamuddin combined body and 
head shots to counterattack Shashikant Yadav. ■ akhilesh kumar 


NATL. BOXING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

BADDI (HIMACHAL PRADESH) 

After overcoming a minor 
spell of depression, Mo¬ 
hammed Hussamuddin is 1, 
striving to get back to his 
best. 

On Sunday, the 2018 Com¬ 
monwealth Games bronze 
medallist warded off a strong 
challenge from Maharash¬ 
tra’s Shashikant Yadav to 
score a 5-0 victory and move 
into the 57kg pre-quarterfi¬ 
nal of the National boxing 
championships here. 

Hussamuddin combined 
body and head shots to 
counterattack Yadav, who 
was a National camper. 

Yadav also played the 
waiting game and executed 
right punches well, but the 
Services man relied on his 
movement to get out of his 
opponent’s grasp. 

“Since it was my first 
bout, my body took some 
time to open up. I am work¬ 
ing on my close game. I used 
to get stuck within the oppo¬ 
nent’s reach. I am improv¬ 


ing. Also, I am in a better 
frame of mind after dealing 
with some negative thoughts 
due to a shoulder injury and 
finger infection earlier this 
year,” said Hussamuddin. 

Tough competition 

The Hyderabad-based boxer 
said he needed to work har¬ 
der to stay in the race for a 
berth in the Olympic quali¬ 
fier in the tough 57kg weight, 
which had top boxers like 


Kavinder Singh Bisht, Gau- 
rav Solanki, Gaurav Bidhuri 
and Sachin Siwach. 

“My weight has so many 
strong boxers. 

I need to win the gold me¬ 
dal here to be eligible for 
Olympics qualifier trials, 
then raise my game further 
to beat others,” said 
Hussamuddin. 

Promising Haryana pugi¬ 
list Pawan Kumar pipped 
Chandra Tamang from Kar¬ 


nataka 5-0 in a testing 69kg 
bout .’’Even as Tamang deli¬ 
vered strong blows and 
rushed in to attack constant¬ 
ly, Pawan stood valiantly and 
tried to minimise the dam¬ 
age. 

The Haryana lad dis¬ 
played a variety of punches 
to inflict two standing counts 
on Tamang before securing 
victory. 

Other important results (preli¬ 
minary rounds): 57kg: Roshan 
Sain (Raj) bt Ashish Kumar (HP) 

4- 1; Michael Savio Dominic (Tel) 
bt Harjeet Singh (AIP) 5-0; Sa¬ 
chin Siwach (RSPB) bt Prahlad 
Panda (Goa) RSC-R3; P. Appala- 
raju (AP) bt Jobison Singh (Man) 

5- 0. 

60kg: Aadu Mili (Aru) bt Fahijas 
Rahman (Ker) 3-2; Durga Rao 
(SSCB) bt Bhanu Prakash (AP) 
5-0; Sunil Chauhan (UP) bt 
Prabhat Dwivedi (MP) 4-1. 

69kg: Ayaan Parihar (HP) bt Ab- 
hilash (Del) 3-2; Sara Sai (Tel) bt 
K.Sanayaima Singh (Man) 5-0; 
Dinesh Dagar (RSPB) bt Vinod 
Bhardwaj (JK) 5-0; Naveen Boo- 
ra (SSCB) bt Biri Taro (Aru) 5-0. 
75kg: Vanhlimpuia (SSCB) bt 
A.Prashant (Kar) ABD-R1; Ban- 
garu Manish (AP) bt Virender 
Singh (Utk) 4-0. 


Ladakh gets on the boxing map 

Saliem Malik is first boxer from UT at the Nationals 



Pioneers: Boxers and support staff of BFI-Ladakh at the National boxing championships. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

BADDI (HIMACHAL PRADESH) 

Saliem Malik may have lost 
his 63kg first round bout to 
Jharkhand's Ravi Soy, but 
he was proud to have made 
history by becoming the 
first boxer from Ladakh to 
represent the Union 
Territory at the National 
boxing championships. 

Following the Union 
Government's decision to 
bifurcate Jammu and 
Kashmir into two UTs, 
boxing enthusiasts in 
Ladakh swung into action 
to put in place the Ladakh 
Amateur Boxing 
Association (LABA). 

However, completing the 
formalities, to become an 
affiliated unit of the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI), 
was not immediately 
possible. However, LABA 
officials tried their best and 
were rewarded when the 
federation allowed them to 
field boxers under the 


name BFI-Ladakh. 

“It doesn't matter 
whether we have affiliation. 
The biggest satisfaction is 
our boxers are getting to 
represent Ladakh. This will 
spur the growth of the 
sport in the UT," LABA 
secretary Tenzing Chogyal 
told The Hindu. 

It was a dream come true 
for Chogyal, a National- 
level referee and judge 
from Arunachal Pradesh, 


and head coach Ghulam 
Mustafa. "I was born and 
brought up in Arunachal, 
but I always had this desire 
of seeing the place of my 
origin - Ladakh - shine. 
Perhaps, this is the first 
time Ladakh is competing 
as a unit in any sport at the 
National level," Chogyal 
said. 

The Ladakh team fielded 
five boxers - in 49kg, 57kg, 
60kg, 63kg and 69kg. Three 


of them are students, one 
works part-time in a bank 
and another is a tourist 
guide. 

"Till now, boxing was a 
casual sport. Now, we have 
to work seriously. For us, 
everybody’s - from 
association president to the 
boxers - involvement is 
necessary. If we work with 
determination, we can 
make a mark," said 
Chogyal. 


After athletics run, Qatar faces 
+ rocky road to 2022 WC 


GENERAL 


Dubey—providing the magic touch 


Plays key role in Poonacha, Sowjanya winning titles 



Job well done! Anand Dubey with Niki Poonacha and 
Sowjanya Bavisetti. -kamesh srinivasan 


Late double bogey 
pushes Sandhu to second + 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

Despite triumphs on the 
track, Qatar has come under 
fire for its hosting of the 
World athletics champion¬ 
ships with questions raised 
over Doha’s ability to deliver 
the football World Cup suc¬ 
cessfully in three years’ 
time. 

Perhaps the most stinging 
off-track criticism of the 10- 
day event was sparked by 
the near-empty stadium 
during the opening days, 
raising fears for attendances 
in 2022. 

“It’s a classic mega-event 
failing, believing that ‘if you 
build it, fans will come,”’ 
said Simon Chadwick, pro¬ 
fessor of sports enterprise at 
Britain’s Salford University. 

Crowds at the 1976 Mon¬ 
treal Olympics and the 2004 
Games in Athens also failed 
to meet organisers’ expecta¬ 
tions despite ambitious sta¬ 
dium construction, he 
noted. 

International Association 
of Athletics Federations 
chief Sebastian Coe has 
come under fire for the dis¬ 
mal crowds that turned out 
in Doha to watch blue-ri¬ 
band events, including the 
men’s and women’s 100 
metres. 

“The crowd is an easier 
subject to talk about rather 
than some of the more in¬ 
sightful stuff around the 
events,” said Coe, who at¬ 


tacked what he viewed as 
negative media coverage. 

Spectator numbers im¬ 
proved as the week wore on 
after at least one large State- 
funded organisation offered 
staff free tickets to the Khali¬ 
fa International Stadium. 

Judged harshly 

Despite Western diplomats 
warning Qatar would be 
“judged harshly” for mis¬ 
steps during athletics, Chad¬ 
wick said Doha would be un¬ 
fazed by criticism of meagre 
crowds. 

The country instead sees 
the Championships and 
World Cup as a means of bol¬ 
stering security, he said. 
“Even if nobody turned up 
to watch the athletics, it 
doesn’t matter. Qatar has mi¬ 
tigated the threats it faces by 
making itself visible, rele¬ 
vant and important,” said 
Chadwick. 

Qatar is embroiled in a 
bitter two-year dispute with 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt 
and the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates which accuse Doha of 
backing Iran. They have cut 
direct transport links, closed 
airspace to Qatari aircraft 
and restricted their citizens 
from visiting the country. 

By hosting such events, 
Qatar “has a degree of pro¬ 
tection against some of the 
threats,” Chadwick said, ad¬ 
ding that the 2015 World 
handball championship and 
the 2016 cycling Road World 
Championships were also 
poorly attended. 

FIFA would now seek clar¬ 


ity about Doha’s ticketing 
strategy following the sight 
of a near-empty stadium on 
some days at the athletics, 
he added. 

The Qatar World Cup or¬ 
ganisers declined to com¬ 
ment on the ticketing chal¬ 
lenges at the athletics event, 
but sought to address fears 
around the World Cup, in¬ 
cluding alcohol prices in the 
conservative Gulf monarchy. 

Sweltering conditions 

Another recurring issue was 
the heat in the road races, 
with some competitors ber¬ 
ating organisers for the swel¬ 
tering temperatures and hu¬ 
midity during the 
marathons and race walks 
that were held outside the 
air-conditioned stadium. 

But World Cup organisers 
insisted to visiting media 
that 2022 will not be dogged 
by high temperatures as it 
will be staged in the winter 
months and played in air- 
conditioned stadiums. 

The athletics fans faced 
grim traffic jams across Do¬ 
ha with many key roads and 
junctions undergoing con¬ 
struction, although competi¬ 
tors and VIPs received police 
escorts. 

Pressure is also mounting 
on the authorities to open all 
37 metro stations, of which 
only 13 are currently opera¬ 
tional, by the promised New 
Year deadline. 

Chadwick said Qatar was 
“skating on thin ice” follow¬ 
ing the challenges of the 
World Championships. 


ICAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

Professional tennis players 
travel with at least a trainer, 
if they cannot afford a 
coach. The value of a trainer 
was emphasised once again 
during the Fenesta National 
tennis championship, as 
physio Anand Dubey 
worked magic with eventual 
champions Niki Poonacha 
and Sowjanya Bavisetti. 

While Poonacha was toy¬ 
ing with the idea of with¬ 
drawing owing to a lower- 
back strain, Sowjanya was 
struggling with a sprained 
neck. 

“Coach M. Balu had given 
him (Poonacha) my number 
three days before the tour¬ 
nament as he was unable to 
even stand, owing to the 
back strain,” recalled 
Anand. 

Niki decided to give it a 
shot, and got on with the 
game with a late start on 
Tuesday. Similar was the 
case with Sowjanya. 

Both kept getting better 
with each day to the extent 
that Sowjanya won the sin¬ 
gles and doubles titles. 

Niki won the singles title, 
but had to concede the dou¬ 
bles final, as his partner S.D. 
Prajwal Dev had to rush 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Fenesta National sub-ju¬ 
nior tennis will open with a 
cracker of a contest between 
top seed Chirag Duhan and 
one of the best players 
emerging from the under-14 
ranks, Yuvan Nandal, on 
Monday. 

It is the luck of the draw 
that in a field of 64 the two 
meet in the first round. The 
6’ 2” tall Chirag had already 
given a good account of him¬ 
self reaching the under-18 
quarterfinals. 

Udit Gogoi, the under-18 
finalist, has been seeded No. 
2 in the under-16 event 
which features other good 
players like Dhruv Tangri, 



home owing to a bereave¬ 
ment in the family. 

“I remember, Isha Lakha- 
ni also went through a simi¬ 
lar situation before she won 
one of her many titles in 
2007,” said Anand, who at¬ 
tended to the players every 
morning. 

The 43-year-old Anand 
has travelled as trainer for 
Sania Mirza. He has also tra¬ 
velled with Divij Sharan to 
the French Open and Wim¬ 
bledon. 

The players thank Anand 
from the bottom of their 
heart, as Poonacha and Sow¬ 
janya did during their pre¬ 
sentation speech. 

Anand has attended a cer¬ 
tification course with 
strength and conditioning 
coach Pat Etcheberry, who 


Karan Singh, Aayush Bhat 
and Denim Yadav. 

In the under-16 girls’ 
event, Reshma Maruri and 
Sanjana Sirimalla have been 
seeded at the top. Pari Singh 
will have a lot to play for as 
the third seed in the un- 
der-16 event and as the un- 
der-14 top seed. 

The under-16 also has oth¬ 
er good players like Renee 
Singh, Anjali Rathi, Sai 
Bhoyar, Vaishnavi Adkar and 
Sanvi Ahluwalia. Shruti Ahl- 
wat, Chandni Srinivasan, 
Nandini Dixit, Suhitha Maru¬ 
ri, Lakshmi Prabha, Riya 
Sachdeva and Kundana Ban- 
daru will be other leading 
players in the under-14. 

The results (under-16, final 



has worked with superstars 
like Pete Sampras, Andre 
Agassi, Jim Courier, Henin, 
Martina Hingis, Jennifer Ca¬ 
priati, Monica Seles, Gabrie- 
la Sabatini and Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario. 

“Coaches need to be care¬ 
ful with young players. 
There are a lot of injuries 
these days, due to over¬ 
training. We need to streng¬ 
then the body and follow a 
proper routine,” observed 
Anand. 

After working with diffe¬ 
rent sportspersons, includ¬ 
ing a three-year stint with 
the Railways Ranji cricket 
team, Anand is happy to be 
treating tennis players, who 
are a lot more “professional 
in their approach and disci¬ 
plined with their regimen”. 


qualifying round): Boys: K.S. 

Kavin bt Raghav Poonia 6-3, 
6-1; Arjun Premkumar bt Ajnabi 
Dahiya 6-2, 6-1; Omaansh 
Choudhary bt Shafaat Asghar 
6-4, 6-4; Divanshu Hooda bt 
Daksh Prasad 6-4, 6-1; Ananth 
Muni bt Saksham Chauhan 6-1, 

6- 0; Manas Dhamne bt Samar 
Singh 6-4, 3-6, 6-1; Bhicky Sa- 
golshem bt Dhanush Patel 6-1, 

7- 6(2); Maan Kesharwani bt 
Raghav Harsh 6-1, 6-3. 

Girls: Jeetesh Kumari bt Meher 
Mishra 6-1, 7-5; Pavitra Parikh 
bt Niyati Kukreti 6-2, 6-0; Har- 
shita Bangera bt Asmi Wadhwa 
6-3, 6-3; Vidhi Jani bt Harleen 
Dhanda 6-2, 6-0; Sanjami Aro- 
ra bt Ridhi Poka 6-0, 6-2; Mad- 
hurima Sawant bt Pushti Ladd- 
ha 6-1, 6-1; Deepshika Sriram bt 
Bhumika Dahiya 6-1, 6-1; Iram 
Zaidi bt Vanya Tyagi 6-4, 6-3. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

TAMSUI (CHINESE TAIPEI) 

Indian golfer Ajeetesh Sand¬ 
hu had to be satisfied with a 
tied-second place after he 
blew his chances with a late 
double bogey in the final 
round of the Mercuries Tai¬ 
wan Masters here on 
Sunday. 

Thailand’s Suradit Yong- 
charoenchai, who began the 
day one shot behind the 
leaders - Ajeetesh Sandhu 
of India and Philippines’ Mi¬ 
guel Tabuena - held his 
nerve in a tight finish with 
an even par back nine to 
card 70 and held out for his 
career’s biggest prize 
cheque. 

For Suradit, it was a 
breakthrough on the Asian 
Tour where he made his de¬ 
but as a 17-year-old in 2015. 

Suradit carded 70, while 
Sandhu and Tabuena shot 
72 each. 

Adilson Da Silva fired 68 
to jump to tied-second. 



Ajeetesh Sandhu. - pti 


Among others, Rashid 
Khan shot the best round on 
Sunday with a 67 and 
jumped up to tied-fifth. 

Sandhu did not get his 
putts to fall and turned in 
even par with one birdie 
and one bogey and then he 
added a second birdie on 
13th to get to 10-under. 

But a costly double on 
16th ended his hopes and 
the best he could get was 
tied-second following a 18th 
hole birdie. 



Where's the crowd? The Khalifa International Stadium was nearly empty in the initial stages of 
Doha Worlds, raising doubts about the turn-out for the 2022 football World Cup. ■ getty images 
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HELP 


environment friendly fireworks to celebrate Deepavali 
festival this year. Your contribution may be sent by 
Cheque / Demand Draft in favour of 
'SI VAN AN DA SARASWATHI SEVASHRAM 
to Sivananda Gurukulam 
No.20, Kambar Street, East Tambaram, Chennai-600 059. 
Donate Online 

Give us a missed call at (044) 4026 3626 for details or 


Cracker of a contest to open the event 
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